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Abstract

Despite having abundant wealth, power, and resources and making great efforts to bring about
regional balance, there is a deviation from spatial equality in Iran’s structure, which has led to the
establishment of center-periphery structure as the dominant model in Iran. This structure has been
created due to many factors, forces, and currents. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to present a
theoretical model of spatial inequality in Iran using Lynham’s theorizing method. There were five
steps in the application of this method. In the first method, i.e., conceptualization, the theoretical
model was developed using meta-synthesis method and MAXQDA software. The obtained model
entailed a host of concepts and components. These included context-based theory-driven discourse,
centralization and making the periphery dependent, the reverse results of development plans, unequal
power relations, inequality of benefits and wealth (economic inequality), inappropriate policymaking
and management, weak local and regional management as opposed to central power, unbalanced
distribution of population and activity in geographical spaces, and unbalanced distribution of natural
resources. These concepts, grouped into ideological, economic-political, and contextual discourses,
have created spatial inequality and center-periphery relationship in Iran.
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