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Abstract

The Azerbaijan Museum has historical artworks from the pre-Islamic to Islamic periods. One of
the most important parts of this museum is an open-air section, where a large number of
Gravestones, were collected and transported to this place from cemeteries around the city
(Tabriz), as well as various East Azerbaijan cities cemeteries. Collecting of gravestones from
different parts, has created a very rich collection of gravestones in this museum, which has
provided a very good opportunity for studying East Azerbaijan gravestones in the Islamic
periods. Now, in this research, we have tried to classify the gravestones ornaments types in the
first stage by systematic research and collecting information by fieldwork and library methods,
and afterward in the next step we will analyze the gravestones ornaments by symbolism
approach. This research, which is of descriptive-analytical type, aims to answer the following
guestions: What are the symbolic meanings of the Azerbaijan Museum gravestones ornaments?
What are the main features of the decorations of this gravestones and what motifs have been
used the most? Based on this study, it was determined that the motifs ornaments in the
Azerbaijan Museum gravestones (which are related to 14™ to 17" century) are divided into four
categories: palnet, geometric, Altar and inscription motifs that has direct relationship with
religious beliefs of decided. Among these motifs inscription motifs are used mostly, basically
poems and verses that shows mortality people initiation to the world. According to their
religious beliefs, these people consider this world to be mortal and have tried to warn others
about this mortality. Accordingly, they have been careful enough in choosing the theme, in
choosing the poems, and in choosing the verses of the Qur'an. This has led to a harmony
between the themes. Among the plant motifs on the Azerbaijan Museum gravestones, Khatai
and Arabesque, and among the geometric patterns, circle are used mostly.
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1. Introduction:

In the ornaments of the Azerbaijan Museum gravestones, the artist has tried to go beyond the
objective and current of the real world and enter to semantic text with its own meanings.
Although it must be admitted that the beliefs of the artist and the deceased person have been
effective in producing the meaning of that motif, but nevertheless, these motifs, in addition to
the referential and representative character, have also had the ability to express. According to
the definition of symbolism, since anything that acts as a signifier, referent or pointer to
something other than itself is a sign (Allen, 2001; Culler, 2001; Chandler, 2008; Barthes, 1977),
then the gravestones motif can also be considered as a symbolic text that has multiple meanings.
Exposes the audience to interpretation, interpretation and understanding. In the Islamic
civilization, among the so many artworks, Gravestones has the most preserved various types of
symbolic ornaments. During the Islamic period, the construction of tombs, which reflect the
people's view to death, became particularly important and began as a manifestation of beliefs
and rituals related to the protection of the dead, along with other religious buildings (Tanavali,
2009). An important point in these artworks is their decoration functional and decorative
features relationship to the religious beliefs of the deceased. One of the most important periods
in Iran that has so many tombs and gravestones with various motifs, is the llkhanid period (14"
century) (Burckhardt, 2010). During this period, the special attention of the Mongol sultans to
the mystics and Azerbaijan mystical elders (as one of the important centers of Sufism) led to the
construction of Gravestones and tombs of valuable shape, including the Maragheh Modavar
tower (Maragheh circular tower), Maragheh Sorkh dome (Maragheh red Dome), Sheykh Shahab
Al-Din Ahari Shrine and the tomb of Sheikh Haidar Meshkinshahr with special views. In
Azerbaijan, during the llkhanid Period (14" century), a special style of gravestones and burial
architecture has emerged, that roots of them come back to the beliefs of 13" -14™ century
mystics. The gravestones that made for the deceased during this period have deep artistic
meanings and beliefs. Beliefs that reflect the deceased's vision to the world, God, and the
resurrection. Since the ornaments have a religious believes aspect, the style of ornaments
present is abstract. Many of these gravestones remain in any part of the country where the
Ilkhans had infiltrated. Since during this period Tabriz was their capital, in this research, the
Azerbaijan Museum gravestones will be studied. The gravestones of the Azerbaijan Museum
are collected from different parts of East Azerbaijan province as well as cemeteries inside the
city of Tabriz and are kept in this place )(Figure 1). According to what was stated, the purpose
of this article is to use the semiotic analytical approach to analyzing and reading the motifs of
the Azerbaijan Museum gravestones. For this purpose, some analytical tools of semiotic
approach, such as the principle of substitution and companionship, interaction and contrast of
signs, explicit and implicit meaning, context or context and intertextuality, are introduced and
then tested in the analysis and reading of themes. This research is qualitative and the method is
descriptive-analytical. In order to conduct this research, in the first stage, based on field studies,
the necessary documents such as photography, design and reading of inscriptions and designs
have been done. Then, after descriptions, based on library studies, information is analyzed.
During this study, the Azerbaijan Museum gravestones were classified into four groups based
on the motifs, including inscriptional (Figure 14-21), geometric (Tables 1 and 2, Figure 22-24),
altar (Figure 28-31) and plant (Figure 25-27) motifs. Aside from the concept hidden in the
physical form of the gravestones or the signs that are engraved on the Azerbaijan Museum
gravestones, the motifs have been an artistic tool for expressing symbolic concepts. These
motifs were not merely decorative and had symbolic meanings. Also, these motifs have been the
manifestation of popular thoughts and feelings that have a symbolic perception in dealing with
images and motifs and have known the relationship between the face and the meaning of the
motif well. Wherever art is associated with meaning and symbolism, symbolic motifs have the
opportunity to emerge and manifest themselves in the form of sacred art. On this basis,
inscriptions and geometric motifs are the most dominant, most important and most beautiful
motifs in the Azerbaijan Museum gravestones. Their proximity to plant motifs has recreated
different symbolic meanings. A verse from Saadi that evokes the mortality of the world in its
mind with a verse from the Qur'an with an educational and mystical aspect recounts a society's
beliefs about the world and life after death. Among these, geometric motifs, including hexagons
and hexagons, which have been considered since ancient times and have a special place among
the folk beliefs of the people, have also played a role in a different way and with a symbolic
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meaning, the highest degree (Satari, 1997). They wish the deceased spiritual happiness, which is

to enter the seventh floor of heaven. Leaving aside the mentioned motifs, we come across the

motifs of the sun and the star, which are among the most widely used motifs in these

gravestones. It is as if these motifs are here to recount plurality in unity and unity in plurality,

which is one of the attributes of God (Mac Call, 1994). So in fact the sun and the star are

considered a symbol of God. The presence of plant motifs on gravestones has been associated

with doctrinal concepts because the tree and the plant have been sanctified in terms of vitality

and fertility (Namvar Motlagh, 2011). The plant, not only in the Islamic period but also in

ancient civilizations around the world, has been considered a symbol of fertility and growth or a

blessing medium, and its leaves have healing properties of human suffering and have been

widely used in decorative and symbolic arts (Sojoudi, 2004). Among the plant motifs on the

Azerbaijan Museum gravestones, the one that has been used the most is the Khatai and

Arabesque, which the artist has given the heavenly space to the eternal house of the deceased.

Among the geometric patterns, the one that is used the most than other geometric forms is the

circle. The circle in Islamic civilization is a symbolic form and is associated with the Creator of

the world. The universe of galaxies, the positional motion of the spheres around the axis of the

circle, testifies to this claim. The circle is a symbol of mobility, dynamism and life, and its use

on the Azerbaijan Museum gravestones is a direct reference to the belief in resurrection among

Muslims. In addition, according to Muslim belief, circular patterns and shapes actually bring

man closer to God. Unlike in other forms, several lines are used to create a shape, but in the

circle, there is only one line that makes it existential and has a kind of unity and monotheism.
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Figure 2: Flat box Gravestones in the Azerbaijan Museum, Tabriz (Author)
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Figure 3: General design of Gravestones in the form of flat box (author)
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Figure 4: Four Gravestones in the form of a cradle in the Azerbaijan Museum (Author)
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Figure 5: Gravestone in the form of a cradle box in the Azerbaijan Museum (author)
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Figure 6: Side view of a cradle with a vase design (author)
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Figure 7: Tombstones in the form of human figures in the Museum of Azerbaijan, Tabriz
(Author)
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Figure 8: Rams in Hasanlu Cup (Mokhtarian and Shokri, 2011: 142)
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Figure 9: Bronze piece of the great goddess of Lorestan with a ram on her shoulder
(Mokhtarian and Shokri, 2011: 142)
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Figure 10: Winged rams on the Marlik Cup (Author)
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Figure 11: Stone statue, Gohro village cemetery - Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province
(Ghrbani Ghohfaraji, 2018: 53)
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Figure 12: Stone ram in the Azerbaijan Museum in Tabriz (Photo by Rahmati and
(Pourmohammad, 2018
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Figure 13: Stone ram found from Dohechi (Shterban) neighborhood of Tabriz(Tanavali, 2013)
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Figure 14: Gravestones in the form of altar in the Azerbaijan Museum (Authur)
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Figure 14: - ke - Jsverse on the tombstone in the Museum of Azerbaijan in Tabriz
(Author)
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Figure 15: Gravestone with Ayat Ol Korsi frome Azerbaijan Museume (Auture)
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Figure 16: Tombstone with the theme of Salavat Chahardeh Masoom in the Azerbaijan Museum
in Tabriz (Author) _
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Figure 17: Salavat Chahardeh Masoom Gorgan Naharkhoran Cemetery (Shayestehfar, 2009: 77)
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Figure 18: Salavat Chahardeh Masoom Sajas Gravestones (Auture)
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Figure 19: Gravestones with the text: il s 4w p e gaiie B Gl daw (ol xe 98 oJlde IN the
baijan Moseume (Auture)
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Figure 20: Gravestone with the text: ggas ¢p seme Jl cpall cxe o 39050 (] dmes Il dlilass, I
4il,¢ In the Azerbaijan Moseume (Auture)
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Figure 21: Gravestone with a poem of Golestan Saadi (Auture)
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Table 1; Seven feathered carved geometric patterns (author)
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- Gravestone with Geometrical patern ornament at the Azerbaijan
gt | museum(Auture)

(05, 50) 21 0590 ;3 (5 Zid Djgoas 0dd (5 )50uiS 955 wais s b e Sw Y
Gravestone with Geometrical patern ornament at the Azerbaijan
museum (Auture)
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Gravestone with Geometrical patern ornament at the Shahidgah
Avrdabil(Behshid and Bohlouli Nouri, 2013:5)
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Gravestone with Geometrical patern ornament at the Pineh Shalvar
Shadabad Mashayekh-Tabriz(Ghandgar, 2017:3)
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Gravestone with Geometrical patern ornament at the Bilankouh-
Tabriz(Jafari and Bazaz Dastfroush, 2012:17)
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Gravestone with Geometrical patern ornament at the Armenian
Cemetery in the Tabriz(Shojadel, 2006:4)
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Figure 22: Star and Shamsa designs on the Azerbaijan Museum Gravestones (Auture)
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Table 2: Gravestones with hexagonal star motifs
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Gravestones with hexagonal star motifs in the Sahand mountain
behind (Ghandgar, 2017:2)
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Gravestones with hexagonal star motifs in the Sefid Chah
Cemetery(Bozorgniya, 2010: 4)
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Gravestones with hexagonal star motifs at the Hamedan Khezr
Tomb(Zarei, 2008:196)
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Figure 23: Gravestone with Geometrical patern motifes at the Azerbaijan Museum (Auture)
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Figure 24: Gravestone with Geometrical patern motifes in the Maragheh city(Beygh Babapour,
2009: 75)
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Figure 25: Vase motif on one of the Azerbaijan Museum Gravestone (Auture)
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Figure 26: Vase motif on one of the Takht Foulad Gravestone (Safikhani ET all, 2004: 71)
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Figure 27: Vase motif on one of the Emamzadeh Ahmad (Isfahan) Gravestone (Shahmandi,
2017:9)
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Figure 28: Altar motif as a decorative element on the Azerbaijan Museum Gravestones (Auture)
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Figure 29: Altar motif as a decorative element on the Azerbaijan Museum Gravestones (Auture)
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Figure 30: Altar motif as a decorative element on the Takht Foulad (Isfahan) Gravestones
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Figure 31: The grave cover is made of silk with altar pattern (Khalilzadeh Moghadam and
Sadeghpour Firouzabad, 2012:28)
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