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Abstract

Qorveh plain is located in the southeast of Kurdistan province and it is considered as one of the
highlands of Zagros. This plain is located in the Sanandaj-Sirjan Inclined zone. The most
prominent feature of this plain is the difference in the geological structure and environment of
its north and south. This factor has made the distribution of settlements in these two parts
completely different. Qorveh plain was studied and archaeologically reviewed in 2018. The
result of this survey is the identification of 243 sites that indicated the establishment and
continuity of human habitation from the Middle Chalcolithic period Age to the present, in this
survey, more than 100 sites were identified for the first time, of these, and the Islamic period has
a larger share. The present study is based on the archaeological findings of the Islamic period
resulting from this study and it is trying to reconstruct the settlements landscape of this period
and land use by assessment of historical texts, Satellite imagery and Gis maps and geology. In
this study, the identified sites of the Islamic period are divided into three periods: early, middle
and late centuries. The aim of this study is to study human relation with the environment in the
Islamic period of this region. Some of the questions in this study are: what factors caused the
formation of settlements in the Islamic period? What is the settlement pattern of Islamic sites in
Qorveh plain? Did Qorveh plain have an urban center in the Islamic period? Among the factors
such as water resources and fertile land, roads and mines have played a significant role in the
formation of settlement s in Qorveh plain. The north settlements at plain are mostly linear and
formed on river terraces. On the other hand, in the south of the plain, factors such as agricultural
lands, communication routes and water resources have been very important in the formation of
these areas. It seems that role of larger sites in creating small, satellite habitats in the southern
part - probably the Central place system - has not been ineffective.
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1.Intuoduction

Qorveh plain has good environmental conditions and rich natural resources. water resources, fertile
land, suitable rainfall conditions, abundant animal and plant species, mines and strategic importance
of this region, which is located between the Central Zagros, North Zagros (Northwest) and North
Mesopotamia. Although communication plays an important role in economic development, local
territorial resources and access to them are very important (McPhillips 2016: 6). These conditions
have led to the formation of numerous settlements in this plain. One of its outstanding features has
been abundant pastures as well as suitable climate for summer season which attracted large livestock
clans from warmer regions such as Dasht-e Zahab and Shahrzour, therefore, the suitable
environmental condition of this plain in spring and summer has attracted nomads and tribes, and
nowadays, the inhabitants of this plain are nomadic whom in a certain period of time, they decide to
be sedentary with climate change and turning to farming and they are scattered in the plain with the
same tribal and nomadic style. the settlement pattern of most modern villages is the result of this. the
settlements are mostly dependent on water resources. the location of water sources and nature,
volume and quality of these resources affect the social structure of mobile networks and land use
systems. obviously, the availability of sufficient water for domestic and animal consumption affects
the locations, sizes, and relative clustering c of seasonal and seasonal settlements (Hammer, 2018).
The settlement pattern in the plain is formed in three clusters: linear, scattered and nuclear (Central
place system). As mentioned earlier, the sites near to rivers have a linear pattern and follow paths
along rivers and in the later centuries it is sometimes so. Scattered and irregular settlement patterns
are mostly related to nomadic tribes that depend on springs and pastures and have been formed in the
same way in all three studied periods. The central place cluster system includes habitats that have
been formed since the Islamic middle periods. during this period, the habitats become larger and
their number increases. Surrounding them, there are many small villages, which are mostly
dependent on fertile lands and it seems that there has been a significant interaction and dependence
between them.Due to climate change, the weather of this area is more favorable than ever before,
this feature is quite visible in the Islamic period due to the distribution of settlements. it seems that in
the early Islamic centuries, the livelihood was mostly dependent on animal husbandry and in limited
cases, agriculture, but from the middle periods onwards, with the management of water through the
construction of canals, agriculture has been almost as effective as animal husbandry in the livelihood
of the people of the region. Although this plain is rich in natural resources, but as mentioned before,
it was without urban center before the contemporary era. the most important reasons for the lack of
city formation in this plain are: being away from main routes such as the Greater Khorasan Road and
being close to the two important cities of the Islamic era, Hamedan and Asadabad which is located in
the east / southeast and the other in the southern part of Qorveh plain, respectively. It is possible that
the proximity to two important cities of Hamedan and Asadabad in the Islamic period and the
organizational / administrative dependence of this plain to Hamedan, has caused the lack of
formation of the city in this plain. large villages, however, can probably be identified as Central
place from the Middle Ages onwards and smaller settlements associated with them.The present-day
Qorveh plain was under the control of Hamedan and part of the Jabal province in the early Islamic
and Middle Ages. The state of Jabal is the name of a vast mountainous region that the Greeks called
Media (Le Strange, 1999: 200). According to historical texts, which deal with the borders of Jebal or
Persian Irag (Ajam), Qorveh plain is also located in this range; Jebal is a famous province called
Ghohestan (mountain), the east of this province is Fars and Khorasan deserts and the west of this
province is connected to Azerbaijan, the north is the Caspian Sea and the south is Khuzestan and
Irag (Qazvini, 1995: 404-1bn Hawgqal, 1988: 101).Travelers also mention Hamedan and Asadabad in
mentioning the cities of the Jebal and Hamedan is considered to be one of the great cities of the
Jebal(Istakhri, 1962: 164 ¢ Ibn Hawaqal, 1988: 102). In the Middle Ages, the Jebal province was
referred to as Persian Iraq its borders are expressed thus; Persian Iraq is bordered by Azerbaijan,
Kurdistan, Khuzestan, Fars, Mafaza, Qumis and Jilanat provinces, and its length from Sefidrood to
Yazd is 160 miles and in width from Jilanat to Khuzestan is 100 miles and this country has four
prestigious cities (Isfahan, Hamedan, Qom, Rey) (Mostofi, 1984: 47). It is bounded on the west by
the plains of Mesopotamia, and on the east by the Great Desert of Iran and the Great Highway of
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Khorasan (which stretches from Baghdad to the east, the last border of the Islamic lands) (Ibn al-

Fagih, 2001: 201). Qorveh plain in the early and middle centuries, which is located in the

neighborhood of Hamedan and Asadabad, apparently had no urban center and was dependent to

Hamedan. In the ninth century onwards, Hamedan and its province are called the territory of Ali

Shokrbeig because around 850 to 860 AH, the province of Hamedan and its functions are assigned to

Mirza Ali Shokr Beig by Mirza Jahan shah (Tehrani, 1977: 297). The Esfandabad district (modern-

day Qorveh plain) was part of Hamedan during the Qara Qoyunlu period and was handed over to

Amir Ali Shokr Beig (Sanandaji, 1996: 442). then in the ottoman empire, the Ardalan migrated from

Diyarbakir to Goran and Kalhor and expanded rapidly (Longrigg,1925: 6). The Qorveh plain also

becomes part of Kurdistan, which comes under the rule of the Ardalan clan; the region between

Kermanshah and Azerbaijan is called Ardalan (Bartold, 1999: 267). The Ardalan clan initially

conquered the city of Shahrazur and took control of other cities in Kurdistan (Bidlisi, 1999: 83).

Qorveh is referred to as the Esfandabad district during the Qajar period and the government capital

was Qaslan borough. most of present-day villages of the Qorveh Plain were created during the Zand

and Qajar dynastys by settling tribes that spent their summers or those who migrated from lIraq,
among them, we can mention Baraz from Kurdish clans Who Together with Hassan Ali Khan, the
ruler of Kurdistan, they fought many battles with Karim Khan Zand. Later, thirty families from
them, dispersed and inhabited in the Yalghuz Aghaj village in Esfandabad and other villages

(Sotoudeh, 2006: 11). For instance, the Ismaili were one of the Kurdish clans that lived in Shahrazur

at the past and came to Esfandabad during the reign of Fath Ali Shah (1211-1250) and settled there

(Idem,311). Qorveh was also the name of a small village in the Esfandabad district, which Sanandaji

(1997: 24) refers to as follows: In Esfandabad district, Qorveh village, which is in the middle of

Sanandaj-Hamadan Road, they had a telegraph office. After the development and shifting the

Sanandaj-Hamadan Road, this village has expanded and the centrality has changed from Ghaslan

borough to Qorveh and now it is the largest urban center of this plain.
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