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Abstract
Prediction is one of the most important and influential elements in the process
of formation of epic and national stories, which is widely reflected in the
national epic poems of Iran, including the Shahnameh and subsequent poetic
epics. In the present article, the element of prophecy in heroic systems after
Shahnameh has been researched by the method of libraries based on content
description and analysis and presentation of statistics. Based on the research,
about one hundred and fifty-five predictions in these systems have been
researched. Has been used. The element of prophecy in famous epic poems;
Such as Bahmannameh, Shahriarnameh, Samnameh, Kooshenameh,
Faramarznameh, Garshasbnameh and Jahangirnameh, respectively, are more
prominent and in the systems, Banogshsabnameh, Barzoonameh,
Shebrangnameh, Kok Kuhzad and Bijannameh, they are very few and finger In
short epic poems; Prophecies are not used, such as, Babarbian, Tahminehnameh,
Dastan Patiareh, Razmnameh Shakavand Kooh and Susannameh.  The
predictions were made by people who in their time had a privileged social status
and superior position, and most predictions were made by astronomers,
respectively, based on astronomical rulings, kings and princes, heroes and
priests, Brahmins. Ordinary people play a significant role. They do not have
predictions. Some predictions with tools such as astrolabe, astrological cup,
cosmic cup, mirror of wisdom, and some are written on various tablets that were
predicted by the predecessors for the future and have almost common features.
Many predictions are based on dreams or divination, supernatural and auxiliary
factors, like Soroush and Simorgh, and the vast majority of predictions have
been fulfilled. Usually, prediction has a social function; advancing for reform in
the political and social system, foresight, awareness of omissions, and ominous
warnings, like death, destruction and defeat. It is one of the most important goals
and functions of prophecy in the mentioned heroic systems.

Keywords: Epic, Prediction, Heroic pome, Predictor, Prediction tools,
Astronomical ruling.
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1. Introduction

In general, the element of prophecy as one of the influential factors in the
formation of epics of national poetry, is evident in most of the heroic poems
after Shahnameh. In the present article, the element of prediction in heroic
poems after Shahnameh has been researched by the library method based on
content description and analysis and presentation of statistics. According to
research, a total of about one hundred and fifty-five prophecies have been used
in these valuable epic poems. In terms of the extent and frequency of the use of
prophecy in the seventeen poems studied, it can be said that in long epic poems;
Like Bahmannameh, Shahriyarnameh, Samnameh and Kooshnameh, prophecy
has a prominent appearance and is one of the main and influential topics and
axes in the process of the stories of these poems. In each of the systems of
Jahangirnameh, Faramarznameh and Garshasbnameh, the predictions used are
few. In the poems of Shebrangnameh, Borzonameh, Bijannameh, Kok Koohzad
and Banooshshsabnameh, only one prediction has been made. There is no
prophecy in the short poems of Susannameh, Babarbian, Dastan Patiareh,
Tahminehnameh and Razmnameh Shakavand Kooh.

In these epic systems, most predictions have been made by astronomers
through astronomical knowledge and astronomical predictions. Among
astronomers, the predictions of the wise astronomer Jamash are more prominent.
After astronomers, most predictions have been made by kings and princes,
heroes, Brahmins and priests, respectively. Ordinary people do not play a
significant role in prediction. This shows that in the society of that time,
prophecy was made by people who had a superior social status and a special
position. In very few cases has prediction been made; But the seer is not exactly
known. This type of prediction is evident in the Shahriarnameh system, which
was mentioned in the final discussions of the previous chapter.

One of the most important and obvious methods of divination in the
mentioned  systems, especially in  Shahriyarnameh,  Bahmannameh,
Kooshannameh, is prophecy through dreams and dreaming of heroes and
heroines, which has a significant manifestation in these stories. Some dreams are
directly predictive and the heroes in the dream become aware of future events or
indirectly find out future events through the interpretation of dreams by
dreamers, astrologers and wise ministers. Others have the aspect of
commanding, forbidding, advising, and causing people to be influenced and to
reconsider their decisions.

In some of the above systems with tools; Such as the Cup of Anjum Nama,
the Cup of Giti Nama, the Mirror of Wisdom, the Astrolabe, prophecies have
been made, and many prophecies have been made for the future by previous
kings and heroes; It is written on various tablets with advice. These tablets have
almost common features, often hidden and enchanted in a fortress or palace that
are difficult to access, and the arrival of the hero is predicted on the tablet, and if
a treasure is hidden in that place, the ways to reach that treasure on the tablet. ,
Has been written, and in rescuing the heroes from the shackles and untying the
knots in the events of the stories, they play an effective role.

In the epic poems under study, predictions through divination and auxiliary
and supernatural factors are also evident. Soroush and Simorgh are among the
contributing factors in the predictions of the researched works which are more
prominent in Samnameh system. Also, the predictions based on divination are
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clearly reflected in the Bahmannameh system. One of the most important
prophecies made in the epic and heroic works mentioned above, especially in
Shahrinameh and Bahmannameh, is the resentment and revenge of Bahman,
Esfandiar's son from the Zal family, which has been repeatedly made by various
people, even through dreams. It was said, it has been realized and it has
happened.

Regarding the goals and functions of prediction in the mentioned works, it
can be said that the most important purpose and function of prediction in these
heroic systems is to inform about future events and happenings, or in other
words, foresight and foresight; But in addition, goals; Such as giving advice to
reform things in the field of political and social system, knowing and being
aware of people's past, discovering hidden and unknown things, discovering the
secrets and secrets of people, ominous warnings based on death and
nothingness, being injured, illness, Destruction, defeat and failure, giving good
news and good news and determining the time of Saad, to do important and
decisive things, are also seen in the mentioned epic poems.

In the epic works under study, most of the predictions made, especially the
predictions of astronomers, have been made and fulfilled with the help of
astronomical rules, and the number of predictions that have not been fully or
partially fulfilled is very small. Strong belief in predestination and the
dominance of destiny over human destiny has been one of the reasons for paying
attention to prophecy; But the main reason for the predecessors to turn to
divination can be considered the imperfect knowledge of man in the past and his
ignorance of the universe and the universe.
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