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Abstract

Introduction: As an unprecedented crisis, the Corona virus outbreak has upset many
current aspects of human life in a very sudden and widespread way. This highly
contagious disease, more than any other epidemic, has various cultural and social
consequences, affecting all aspects of social life. This study examines the social
factors that influence how people cope with Covid-19 disease. The study focuses on
religiosity and social indifference as social components that influence people’s
response to Covid-19 in the dimensions of behavior, emotion, and attitude. The
theoretical framework of the present paper is based on religious coping theory,
according to which religious people face human crises in a wiser and more relaxed
manner. According to the religious rationalism approach, religious tendencies play an
effective role in shaping people’s responsible behavior in the face of Covid-19
disease.

Method: This study was conducted by using a survey in which data were collected
by a questionnaire. The statistical population of this study was all people living in
Tehran city, and 300 people were selected as the research sample by a cluster method
appropriate to the size. The method consisted of first considering each of the 22
districts of Tehran as a cluster. Then, according to the population of each cluster, a
number of areas were randomly selected from each of them. Finally, blocks were
randomly selected in the selected areas, and within each block, a number of
households were selected using a simple random sampling method. In the sample
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selection, the percentage of randomly selected individuals from each group was equal
to the percentage of the same group in the target population.

Findings: The results show that most of the respondents, 34.4%, have a college
degree and most of them, about 30%, are students. Regarding the context variables,
there is no significant relationship between the “Facing the COVID -19” index and
the marital status of the individuals. Of course, women are slightly more likely than
men to follow health tips and social distance. On the other hand, there is a significant
relationship between this index and the level of education; that is, as the level of
education increases, people show better behavior toward coronary disease. The
average value of the “Facing the COVID -19” index is 4, which means that the
respondents largely follow the health recommendations. The mean score of the
sample population for “religiosity” is 3.48, indicating a relatively high level of
religiosity. The percentage of “social indifference” in the sample is almost low. Thus,
46.2% of individuals have low indifference and 19.8% have very low indifference.
The results of the multivariate regression test show that there is a significant
relationship between the index “Facing the COVID-19” and independent variables in
different dimensions (R = 0.427). The results of this study show that there is an
indirect relationship between “social indifference” and “Facing the COVID-19” (B =
-0.268); when social indifference increases among people, they follow less health
advice. “Religiosity” also has a direct effect on the management of Covid-19 disease
(B = 0.242), such that religious people try more than others to show responsible
behavior in dealing with this disease.

Conclusion: Two main research hypotheses were confirmed. According to them, the
strongest significant relationship between “Facing the COVID-19” and independent
variables is associated with the “social indifference” index (r = -0.365). This shows
that with the increase of social indifference among people in society, the level of
compliance with health protocols among them has decreased and these people act
more negligence in the face of corona. On the other hand, by decreasing indifference
and increasing social responsibility, people will be more reasonable and responsible
to corona disease. On the other hand, there is a significant positive correlation
between Facing the COVID-19 and religiosity (r = 0.347). This finding confirms
another hypothesis of the study and shows that religious people follow the principles
of social distancing more than others. The higher people’s religiosity, the better they
behave in terms of health advice during corona outbreak.

Keywords: Religiosity, Social Indifference, Covid-19 Pandemic, Health Advice.
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