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Abstract
As it appears from historical texts, the favourable bioclimatic conditions of the Natanz
region and its location in the communication network of Iran’s central plateau, have
provided the ground for the formation of numerous settlements, as well as diverse and yet
valuable architectural works. Presence of pre-Islamic ancient sites (Such as Arisman
ancient site, fire temple, castle, karezes) and also monuments from the Islamic era in
Natanz (Such as Juma Mosque, Sheikh Abdul Samad Complex and collections of public,
commercial and residential monuments), have turned this city into one of the most
valuable ancient settlements in the country; highlighting the importance of the region
from prehistoric up to the present century. According to published sources, Natanz's
socio-political developments in early-Islamic centuries were influenced by the changes
that occurred in the cities of Isfahan and Kashan. Also, the brilliant effects of the
historical monuments of Kashan and Isfahan cities have caused the neglect of the
monuments of the city of Natanz by tourists and historians of different periods. Neglect
that has also affected archaeological, urban, architectural and historical research.
The authors have tried to determine the evolution of the city of Natanz, relying on the
written sources, in order to identify the factors and events that have influenced the
formation and development of this city. Results of the present study revealed that the
construction history of this city can be traced back to the Sasanian Empire. Moreover, it
became clear that Natanz’s location on the communication network of Iran’s central
plateau and It has been one of the centers of caravans crossing and trade and the Central
Plateau of Iran, and also its geographical location, environmental conditions and the
special defensive function of the natanz city Its importance in different historical periods,
especially the llkhanid and Safavid periods it has figured.
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Introduction:

Architectural works and human settlements are born in nature and they evolve over time.
The Central Plateau of Iran contains many traces of civilization, each of which was the
habitat of a group of human communities in ancient periods. Among these, famous cities
have emerged that have played an irreplaceable role in the history and civilization of this
land. Despite the large number of ancient cities in Iran, research related to their history
and developments is very limited.Surprisingly, even the historical fabric of ancient cities,
where life is still alive, is being destroyed by negligence by researchers. Natanz is one of
the most famous cities that has played a key role in the historical developments of the
Central Plateau of Iran .As it appears from historical texts, the favourable bioclimatic
conditions of the Natanz region and its location in the communication network of Iran’s
central plateau, have provided the ground for the formation of numerous settlements, as
well as diverse and yet valuable architectural works (Yaghoubi, 1969:275 ; Hamavi,
1994:287.8 ; Samani, 1965: 564 ; Honarfar, 2008:8 ;Razmara, 1953:501). Presence of
pre-Islamic ancient sites (Such as Arisman ancient site (Fig. 8), fire temple, castle, canals)
and also monuments from the Islamic era in Natanz (Such as Juma Mosque, Sheikh
Abdul Samad Complex and collections of public, commercial and residential
monuments), have turned this city into one of the most valuable ancient settlements in the
country .The advent of Islam caused many physical changes in the structure of the cities
transferred from the Sassanid to the Islamic era. According to historical sources, the
political situation and social developments in Natanz in the first centuries of Islam were
affected by the changes in Isfahan and Kashan. However, in the early Mongol period, due
to its geographical location, this region was partially protected against the raids and
destruction and even it has been considered especially in the time of Holako and valuable
architectural works and architectural decorations (Juma Mosque, Monastery and the tomb
of Sheikh Abdul Samad) have remained from that period (Jami, 1987:428 ; Kashani
Natanzi, 1946:17).

During the Safavid period, Natanz became an independent province and its rulers were
appointed directly from the capital. The Safavid kings paid special attention to this region
and they turned Natanz into a summer capital by building two palaces on both sides of
this city and made it their special province (Chardin, 1994:742 ; Qomi, 2004:65). Despite
the importance of this city from the Ilkhanid period to the present day and the relative
health of its architectural spaces, no archaeological research has been done so far to
clarify its spatial organization and social structure in the mentioned periods. In this
regard, questions about the process of formation and development of the city in the
Islamic era can be asked. The research tries to answer the questions. The study of the past
architectural and urban spaces plays an important role in understanding the political,
administrative, social, economic and cultural structure of the societies establishing them.
As mentioned before, despite the importance of the city of Natanz from pre-Islamic era to
the end of the Pahlavi period, there is very little archaeological information for specifying
the evolution of the city's spaces during the Islamic period. Therefore, it is necessary to
study the developments of this city based on the archeological evidence and historical
documents. Obviously, these studies can be referred as a context for planning related to
the preservation and revival of the historical fabric of the city. Undoubtedly,
consideration of the capabilities of Natanz will increase tourism usage, establishing
research bases and introducing the cultural milestones of this historic city of Iran. The
main purpose of the research that the results have been mentioned in the present article,
was to study the developments of the spaces of the city of Natanz during the Islamic era.
In fulfilling this goal, other secondary goals were achieved that studying the geographical
and historical contexts of the formation and development of Natanz city, investigating the
defense facilities and communication network in order to achieve the research goals
regarding the effective factors and events in trend of shaping and development of Natanz
and it tried to answer all questions. In order to answer the research question and to
achieve its goals in the first stage, it was tried to collect all written sources and historical,
geographical texts, travelogues, conquests, endowments, inscriptions in the studied works
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and information about the research and historical background of the region. Next the
historical monuments data in the historical context of the city were collected and
registered in special forms in a systematic way. Then the collected data were entered in
related software (such as SPSS-GIS) for performing analysis. In field studies, two
methods of remote measurement and field survey (selective) were used and the required
cultural materials were collected by non-probable sampling method. The results of the
studies mentioned in this paper showed that the specific geographical and climatic
location of the city of Natanz has played a key role in shaping and sustaining its life. In
Iranian cities, construction of defensive fortifications and castles has been considered as
one of the main infrastructures in the construction and establishing the security of city
residents. Although the city of Natanz was surrounded by the Karkas and Siah Kuh
mountains, construction of these fortifications was not necessary, however, during the
Sassanid era, defense fortifications were built on one of the Karkas Mountains, which is
mentioned in the texts as a fortress and castle that had been used in historical times as a
castle and a place of government treasuries. At that period, other castle (Baghbad Castle)
was constructed in Afoshteh neighborhood, which was used until the Qajar period. In
addition, in the Safavid period, another castle called Koohab Castle was constructed near
Shah Abbas Garden which was only used to protect the Shah harem. According to the
texts of the third century AH, Natanz was one of the important resorts of Rey-lIsfahan
main road. During the Seljuk period, with the importance of Isfahan as the capital city,
the role of the Isfahan-Kashan road through Natanz as transportation route was increased,
but the importance of Natanz road was almost lost during the llkhanid period due to the
diminishing attention of the Ilkhanids to the city of Isfahan. In the Safavid period and re-
election Isfahan as the capital city, the transportation and connective route through
Natanz became very important and attracted many tourists to this city. According to the
historical sources and the studied archaeological evidence, there is no doubt that the time
of formation and the history of settlement in the city of Natanz can be related to the
Sassanid period. As mentioned, in the historical periods, Natanz was an independent
province, but based on the architectural evidence presented in this paper, the eighth
century AH was the period of the migration of religious scholars (because of safety of
Natanz before attacks and destruction) and the construction of valuable architectural
works that can be considered the first time of its prosperity in the Islamic era. In the
Safavid period Natanz was considered by the kings due to its pleasant climate and
suitable hunting places and was used as the special province of Shah Abbas and other
Safavid kings. Several buildings were constructed in this region by the order of the
Safavid kings. In Qajar period, due to the fact that Natanz was annexed to Kashan, the
importance of that city was reduced and it was relatively isolated.
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Fig. 4: A plan of the Natanz Grand Mosque in the travelogue of Saif al-Dawlah (Mohammad
Mirzagajar, 1985: 356)
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contents (authors)
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Fig. 6: Part of the endowment letter of Seyyed Hassan Al-Husseini (Original version, 704 AD)
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Fig. 9: Location of the city of Natanr in the Sassanid period (design by the authors)
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Fig. 11: PlasterTori altar of Mir Alley Mosque (Authors)
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Fig. 12: Brick inscription of the complex of the Grand Mosque and the tomb of Sheikh Abdul
Samad (Writers, Blair, 389: 1986)
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Fig. 13: Inscriptions and decorations of the tomb of Sheikh Abdul Samad, in the patriarchal period
(Writers, Blair, 389: 1986)
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Fig. 14: Inscription of the pantry located in the bath of Afoshteh in the Timurid period (authors)
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Fig. 15: Inscription of Shah Abbas Safavid decree in Natanz Grand Mosque (authors)
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