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Abstract

The role of the institution of religion in the Safavid reign - as a religious government
- as well as the role of the institution of religion in the decline of this political power
has always been dicussed by scholars. Paying attention to the political, religious
and social conditions at the beginning of the establishment and formation of the
Safavid state bureaucracy and also considering the political, social and cultural
conditions of the kings and society in the late Safavid era, is important to determine
the role of religion and its involvement in the destruction of Safavid power. This
article seeks to answer the question whether the institution of religion and the
religious description of the Safavid government has led to its decline or collapse,
or this issue is defective and not defensible. The answer to this question requires a
very comprehensive follow-up in various historical sources related to the Safavid
era, for which this study has tried to make the maximum use of library resources in
order to explain and describe this issue. Due to the historical nature of this case, the
present article has a root in history then having many follow-ups on its related
matters. The institution of religion played its role in the beginning and middle of
the Safavid period without any damage, but at the end of this period, it was
somewhat influential in the turmoil of the late period. However, the other reasons
for this fall are so many, to the extent that the role of the institution of religion is
extremely small and can be said to be ineffective.
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