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Abstract

After the implementation of the contemporary knowledge and innovation spaces as the driver of
economic growth and the long-term development of cities and regions, this idea has come under
criticisms, especially due to its compliance with capitalist structures. In practice, the problem is that
the attractiveness of life, work, and recreation in these spaces is purely accompanied by the
consideration of the needs of creative layers of society with a mercantilist view and through
sacrificing many primarily qualitative and secondarily contextual indices. Therefore, although these
recently found arenas have received positive global attention, they face some challenges. One of these
challenges is the low quality of places in the neighborhoods entailing contemporary knowledge and
innovation spaces. Therefore, the purpose of this study was the attainment of qualitative factors of the
placemaking mechanisms and urban policymaking of contemporary knowledge and innovation spaces
as well as the development of the existing conceptual framework to respond to the criticisms in this
regard. The research method was the qualitative and quantitative content analysis of the related
documentary data and provision of an answer to the nature of the palcemaking factors using unlimited
classical meta-analysis of Persian and English resources, including the scientific-research articles,
theses and dissertations, books, and reports, and then coding and counting the frequency of the
analysis units. At the end, the meta-analysis of the resources led to the identification of 21 conceptual
labels for contemporary knowledge and innovation spaces in the form of four dimensions of
characteristic, form, performance, and image. Consequently, it seems that consideration of the
requirements of placemaking the related spaces — including accessibility, participation, investment,
acceptance, social liveliness, dynamism in activities, and integration — can help increase the quality of
knowledge and innovation spaces in the contemporary era.
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