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After the translation of logical and philosophical works of Greeks in To Arabic, in the Islamic society, a serious conflict
occurred between logic and Arabic grammar. The grammarians considered logic to be useless and irrelevant to their culture,
and the logicians considered language just as a tool to convey the statements in the field of thought, and by the criteria of
logic. This controversy is mainly represented within the famous debate between Abt Bishr Matta ibn Yiinus and Abu Sa'id
Al-Sirafi, in which one (Matta) emphasizes the instrumentality of Arabic syntax, and denies its functionality in guidance
and correctness of thought; while the other (al-Sirafi) emphasizes the obsoleteness of logic and sufficiency of Arabic syntax
to ensure the accuracy of thought. In this conflict, Farabi (as a logician) took a third position, despite logicians such as
Ahmad ibn al-Tayyib al-Sarakhsi, Yahya ibn ‘Adi and Abid Sulayman Muhammad Sijistani. In the usual linguistic
discussions of the Islamic society, he adopted a new perspective by taking philosophical-linguistic issues relating to pre-
Islamic period into account. Afterward he would find different answers to the problems that had arisen. He believed in a
kind of “science of language" ("Elm al-Lesan") common among all languages of all societies, which due to this
commonality, would be considered equivalent to logic, and perhaps a part of that. Therefore, logic and grammar were
considered to have the same component, which is common among all languages. According to Farabi, ideally all special
grammars in setting their partial rules, should follow the rules of this component, because in all societies the words of the
language should be able to imitate the meanings and the beings, and these logical rules can guarantee the imitation of
relationships between meanings and categories that are derived from their beings in the Universe. Farabi's emphasis on the
commonality of this kind of linguistic rules could be an evidence of his agreement on some sort of a universal grammar in
which, the rules of utterances construction - specially the rules of construction of derivative words- plays the main role.
Here is the evidence of Farabi's attention toward ancient traditions of linguistics, especially the ones influenced by
Dionysius Thrax, Markus Terentius Varro and Priscianus Caesariensis. Dionysius Thrax wrote the first concise grammar
of the Greek language influenced by Aristotelian thought. Varro Brings to light two significant distinctions within the rules
of language, which had never been considered before: one is the distinction between morphology (rules of word
construction) and syntax (rules of phrase construction); and the other is the distinction between morphological changes and
derivational changes in the words, as well as the distinction between their features and rules. Also Priscianus is one of the
first linguists whom in order to adapt the Latin grammar to the Greek grammar, considered the Aristotelian logic and
categorization to be the criteria of the rules of the language structures. The act of taking the rules of the Greek language,
as a pattern for the Latin language rules reveals that he considered common general aspects among different grammars.
Farabi's statement on the newfound problem of the relation - or better to say, the opposition - of grammar and logic, which
due to the cultural and religious condition specified to the Islamic world, was proposed for the first time in the history of
linguistics; he introduces rules equivalent to logic rules, for construction of the words in all languages grammar. These
rules are common among all languages, and they guarantee the words imitation of implied meanings. Farabi's understanding
of the characteristics of these signified meanings, which themselves were derived from the beings of the external world,
was based on a philosophical perspective toward the world and the beings; and he believed that among all different language
rules, the rules of derivation have the greatest capacity to signify the beings, in the same way that they are understood in
philosophy. Al-Farabi in different parts of his works especially in the book of letters makes extensive use of the rules of
three types of word structure, i.e. the words "possessive primitive words", "non-possessive primitive words" and "derivative
words": For naming different levels of knowledge (including knowledge consisting of/ knowledge of referable and
perceptible like white (abyadh); and an abstract and imperceptible independent knowledge like whiteness (bayadh) in all
languages, the structure of words signifying to categories (including both substantial species and genuses, accidental
species and genuses) in all languages; and also the characteristics of the word signifying to the most important philosophical
concept in All languages (of course, except Arabic language), which exactly imitates the characteristics of this concept in
philosophy. Considering these linguistic opinions of Farabi, furthermore the history of linguistics after this era, we could
truly consider Farabi beliefs on the unity of modes of being, modes of undrestanding and modes of signification, as well
as a belief in an universal grammar prior to the Modists (the believers in speculative grammar); a Linguistic approach in
the late Middle Ages, mostly influenced by Priscianus in the history of thoughts, which continued to the contemporary
period.
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