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Article Ifo Abstract

It has been about a decade that the apparently Islamic government of Irag and
Article Type: Syria known as “ISIS” has played a role in Irag. By forming a government,
Research Avraticle ISIS has tried to reconstruct the society and promote its own special

discourse. Since the rise of any movement and phenomenon is manifested in
literary realism, which represents social truth and life, the effect of ISIS on
literary fiction in Iraq, the target point of this movement’s activism, is

Article History: considerable. The main purpose of this study is to identify the discourse
. elements of ISIS, define Nodal point, floating signifier, empty signifier,
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23, July, 2022 foregrounding and marginalization and determine the articulation of its

discourse in “the Bird Tattoo” novel by “Dunya Mikhail” based on
analytical-descriptive method and with reference to discourse analysis model
by Laclau and Mouffe. This method has an immense capacity to define
social-political phenomena. The results show that ISIS political basis which
grounds in accepting “self” (foregrounding) and rejecting “other”
(marginalizing Christians, Jews and Iragi Yazidis) marginalizes every person,
group or organization which is not in line with its ideology and accuses them
ﬁf&%ﬁger 2022 of disobeying and rioting. ISIS is an ideological organization based on Takfiri

’ ‘ thought and beliefs, and to fight this organization, besides face-to-face war,
it’s thought system should be confronted. To realize central signifier of ISIS
discourse, which is establishing “Islamic Caliphate”, floating signifier (Jihad,
Takfir of “other”, Sharia and Hejira) helps its articulation so that the empty
signifier of this discourse (establishing justice and equality, building dignity
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AP and dominating the world), which is also its metaphoric and mythicizing
aspect, realizes.
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1. Introduction

Groups and movements that emerge within a society are a reflection of the power relations, politics,
and culture of that society. Due to the influence of underlying societal phenomena on its
superstructure, including literature, it seems quite reasonable and natural to seek a reflection of
societal conditions and political and power relations in literature. Therefore, one of the ways to
discover the discourse and power relations existing in society is to analyze various works, including
literary texts, which are shaped by the influence of society and its various contexts. This is because
there is a direct relationship between literature and political and social events that form the basis of
literary creations. ISIS is also one of the groups and movements that emerged within the context of
society and in part of the Middle Eastern geography, including Irag.

Since the emergence of any current or phenomenon is reflected in realist literature, which represents
social life and truth, the impact of ISIS on the narrative literature of Iraq, which was the focal point of
this movement's activism, is remarkable. Militant and intellectual poets and writers such as Dunya
Mikhail, an Iraqi poet and writer, in her two realist works "Fi Souq al-Sabaya" and " The Bird Tattoo
", by depicting ISIS's crimes and symbolic violence in their oppression, devastation, the capture of
Yazidi women and children and their sale in the slave market, the behind-the-scenes intrigues of
regional and extra-regional powers supporting this terrorist group, and explains its beliefs, ideology,
beliefs and discourse.

2. Literature Review

Several decades have passed since the introduction of discourse analysis into the field of linguistics,
and numerous studies have been conducted in the form of books and articles in this area. In relation to
discourse analysis based on Laclau and Mouffe's theory and its application in literary texts, research
has been conducted that has often been done in poetic texts. Some examples include:

o Sedraei and Sadeghi (2018) in their article examined the contemporary political history of Iran
in the collection of poems by Ahmad Shamloo based on the components of Laclau and
Mouffe's theory and its connection with the nationalism of the society during the reign of
Pahlavi Il.

o Khorsha and Tohidi Far (2020), in their article, used the three components of myth, social
imagination, and metaphorical aspect from the set of components of Laclau and Mouffe's
theory to analyze and examine the poem "The Exit of al-Hussein's Head from the Treacherous
Cities" by Qasim Haddad.

e Omidvar (2021), in her research, conducted a critical discourse analysis of the poems of
Ahlam Nasr as the ISIS poet based on the concepts of central signifier, time slots, floating
signifier, empty signifier, othering, highlighting and marginalizing, and metaphoricalization.

A closer look at the aforementioned backgrounds shows that no research has so far been conducted on
the critical discourse analysis of ISIS based on the Laclau and Mouffe model in prose texts, especially
the novel "Weshm al-Tayr", and this research addresses this issue for the first time.

The necessity and importance of the present research can be summarized in the following points:

1. Critical discourse analysis of the ISIS ¢b_>, which in this novel details their meaning system,
values, beliefs, and ideology, can help to more accurately identify their beliefs and thoughts.

2. A better understanding of the intellectual and ideological system and the Salafist beliefs
embedded in the texts of this group in order to counter them can offer a more realistic position
to political and social actors and thinkers in order to intellectually and practically engage with
this group and their ideological system.

3. The present research examines the discourse of ISIS as an ideological and political movement
based on the Laclau and Mouffe model, which is a theory that has been extended from the
field of culture and philosophy to society and politics.

3. Materials and Methods
this research, based on the descriptive-analytical method, seeks to answer the following questions:
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1. What are the discursive components of the ISIS group in the novel The Bird Tattoo based on

the theory of "Laclau and Mouffe™"?

2. How is the discourse of ISIS in the novel The Bird Tattoo as a literary text represented with

political and ideological discourse?

4. Discussions and conclusion
This research examined the novel " The Bird Tattoo " from the perspective of critical discourse
analysis based on Laclau and Mouffe's theory. The following results were obtained:

This novel, which is categorized as a realist novel, effectively presents the discourse of ISIS
and expresses the ideology of this group with numerous examples. In fact, the signs present in
the novel are under the influence of the dominant sign systems of the society in which the
novel is written. The themes used in the novel about the nature of the ISIS group and the
description of its discourse are consistent with the components and concepts that this group
has presented about itself in magazines and media.

The political basis of ISIS, which is based on the acceptance of "self" (highlighting) and the
rejection of "other" (marginalization of Christians, Jews, Iragi Yazidis), marginalizes and
accuses any individual, group, or organization that is not in line with their ideology of
rebellion and disobedience. The ISIS organization is an ideological organization based on
takfiri thought and beliefs that, in order to confront this organization, in addition to face-to-
face war, we must also confront their ideological system.

Membership in the terrorist group ISIS and enduring its internal pressures lead members to
justify their violent actions as fair and to reach an incorrect understanding of reality.

From the point of view of ISIS, the only way out of Muslims' problems is to establish the
Islamic Caliphate only by its members and leaders and based on the ideologies of ISIS Islam
and their promised ideal society. This group promises a utopia in which the Islamic worldview
is based on true and purified Islam, and the only way to achieve it is through the use of the
sword.

In order to realize the central signifier of ISIS discourse, which is the establishment of the
"Islamic Caliphate", floating signifiers (jihad, takfir of "other", sharia, hijrah) have helped to
articulate it so that the empty signifier of this discourse (establishment of justice, equality and
dignity and world domination), which is also its metaphorical and mythological aspect, can be
realized.

ISIS, in its ideological vision, relies on interpretations that blend modernity. This "Islamic
State™ can be considered a subtype of totalitarian states that, by using power and creating fear
in society, has built all educational, cultural, judicial, military, religious and political
infrastructure on the political and administrative heritage of Islam and history.

The common point of ISIS with previous movements is manifested in the "promise of victory
or martyrdom", "faith and belief in the group”, "strengthening the brotherly spirit among
transnational members" and its distinguishing feature is the use of the "propaganda™ style in
propaganda and change in the form and content of its discourse.
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