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Diversification of rural economic activities as a basic and parallel approach to rural development goals
can help to develop and advance employment in rural areas. Objective: In this study, this issue and an
analysis of the factors promoting the diversification of economic activities in the villages of Masal city
have been studied. This research is applied and the method of doing it is descriptive-analytical. The
statistical population of the study is 68 villagers and experts of economic institutions of Masal city and
the sample size was determined using Cochran's formula. The data collection tool is a researcher-made
guestionnaire whose items were prepared and arranged with the expert opinions of university profes-
sors. SPSS software was used to analyze the data and showed that 23 promoting factors are involved in
diversifying economic activities in rural areas of Masal city. The results of the Friedman test showed that

Key words: the index (existence of several fields for attracting tourism) with an average rank of 20.09, has the most
Driving factors, importance and the index (literacy level of rural youth, especially girls) with an average rank of 5.53, has
Diversification, : the least importance among the factors. Based on the findings, it can be concluded that the develop-
Economic, Village, ment of a comprehensive plan to diversify the rural economy of Masal city by identifying and including
Masal County ¢ allthe capacities of the region is one of the items that should be a priority in the work of the city officials.
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Extended Abstract diversification of the rural economy through the identifi-
cation and promotion of indicators and factors that facili-
1. Introduction tate the expansion of non-agricultural employment (Abim-
bola & Oluwakemi, 2016: 550). In fact, the socio-economic

development of rural settlements and rural development
in this paradigm has a cross-sectoral nature, and in ad-

n development literature, experts be-
lieve that one of the most important di-
mensions in realizing the paradigm of

o i dition to paying attention to the agricultural sector and
sustainability of rural settlements is the

ensuring food security, important issues such as infra-

* Corresponding Author:

NasrolahMolaei Hashjin, PhD

Address: Department of Geography, Faculty of Humanities, Rasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Rasht, Iran.
Tel: +98 (911) 1311751

E-mail: nmolaeih@iaurasht.ac.ir



http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.338039.1717 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.338039.1717 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.338039.1717 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.338039.1717 

Winter 2023. Vol 13. Num 4

structure development, decentralization, strengthening
local institutions, diversification sources of income and

non-agricultural activities are important (Abimbola & Olu-

wakemi, 2016: 552). Although agriculture is the oldest form
of economic activity in rural settlements and its role in the
economic and social development of countries is undeni-
able, currently, the share of agricultural employment in
the rural economy of developing countries such as Iran

has taken a downward trend (Anabestani et al., 2015: 89).
The difficulty of increasing the cultivated area due to lack
of water, the low elasticity of the agricultural sector com-
pared to the cultivated area and the production growth of
this sector, as well as the increasing threat of technology,
require a more serious approach to the rural employment
category in the coming years. Therefore, today, due to the
weakness of the infrastructure of the rural economy, such
as: the inequality of the value of the agricultural economy
against the industrial and service economy, the lack of
necessary capital to invest and strengthen the foundations
of a sustainable economy, the weakness of insurance of

agricultural products (Copus, 2018: 12), weak bargaining
power of villagers against urban brokers and marketers

(Azarya, 2020: 15), extreme fluctuations in production, in-
come inequality, extreme dispersion of land plots, non-
optimal use of water and soil resources, loss of environ-
mental resources due to overuse of the limited land and
many other factors, the approach of empowering rural
residents in the direction of bias towards non-agricultural

jobs and also removing obstacles and challenges (Yunez-

Naude & Taylor, 2017: 562) through internal and external
factors in the direction of control and strengthening the
principles and foundations of comprehensive develop-
ment has become an undeniable necessity in rural areas

(Anabastani et al., 2015: 92).

2. Methodology

The current research is applied in terms of its purpose
and descriptive-analytical in terms of method and nature.
Also, the information required for this research was ob-
tained through two methods of documentation (library)
and field study. The validity of the questionnaire was
checked during several sessions with the supervisor and
relevant experts, and to check the reliability, a number of
questionnaires were distributed as a pre-test among the
relevant statistical population. Given that Cronbach's al-
pha for all research variables is higher than 0.7 and equal
to (0.892). Therefore, the reliability of the questionnaire
has been confirmed. The driving factors were determined
using theoretical studies and articles, and 23 factors were
identified. The statistical population of this research is
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all the villagers and experts and the relevant authorities
of Masal city, who were selected by random sampling
method. Due to the fact that the community under inves-
tigation is a limited type, Cochran's limited community
formula was used to select the sample, and the number of
samples was equal to 68 villages. It is necessary to explain
that in the present study, the statistical population is all the
villages of Masal city (n = 82). In this research, primary
data was collected and in the SPSS software environment,
in the descriptive statistics section using statistical meth-
ods such as mean, frequency and frequency percentage,
and in the inferential statistics section using the Friedman
test, t-statistic test and regression coefficient. A question-
naire was used for the statistical analysis of the data.

3. Results

The findings showed that 23 driving factors play a role
in the diversification of economic activities in the villages
of Masal city. The results of Friedman's test showed that
the indicator of the existence of multiple fields to attract
tourism with an average rating of 20.09 is the most im-
portant and the literacy level indicator of rural youth, es-
pecially girls, with an average rating of 5.53 is the least
important among the factors.

4. Discussion

In the current research, the components of the diversity
of economic activities in the rural areas of Masal city
were examined through the examination of the available
capabilities and resources. As mentioned, 23 capabilities
and strengths were identified in the rural areas of Masal
city, based on the scores of most of the available capabili-
ties and resources except "small and medium industrial
units”, "low unemployment rate in villages", "high unem-
ployment rate" Activities in villages compared to cities",
"the presence of trustees and elders and paying attention
to their opinions due to the greater adherence of villag-
ers to values and traditions", "the literacy level of rural
youth, especially girls" is higher than the average and the
average is calculated in all of them. It is more than the
theoretical mean and also the significance level of the
test (sig) is less than 0.05 and the numerical value of the
t statistic is greater than zero. Based on this, the results of
this hypothesis are in line with the results of the research

of Bazargan (2011) and Alavizadeh and Kermani (2010). Ba-

zargan (2011) found that the agricultural sector alone is not
able to provide the economy of households; evidence of
that is rural-urban migrations, especially daily migrations
for employment. The results of the research showed that
there is a significant and direct relationship between the
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diversity of the rural economy and the reduction of un-
employment and the increase in the income of villagers,
and new job opportunities will lead to the reduction of
rural-urban migrations.

5. Conclusion

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that develop-
ing a comprehensive plan to diversify the economy of the
villages of Masal by identifying and including all the ca-
pacities of the studied area is one of the things that should
be prioritized by the officials of this city.
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