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ABSTRACT

Verticillium wilt is one of the important diseases that causes economic damage to pistachio trees. Arbuscular
mycorrhizae in addition to improvement of plant growth, can increase tolerance to plant pathogens. In this research,
the effect of mixture of three species of arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi, Funneliformis mosseae, Rhizophagus
irregularis and Claroideoglomus etunicatum was evaluated on Verticillium wilt of pistachio rootstocks Ahmad
Aghaei and Badami Zarand (susceptible and resistant to Verticillium dahliae, respectively). Arbuscular mycorrhizae
(AM) inoculation was done at the time of sowing pistachio seeds and pathogen (\Vd) inoculated after 52 days using
amended inoculum on sand-barley flour-distilled water substrate. The experiment was performed as factorial in completely
randomized design with 5 replications in greenhouse conditions. The results showed that the inoculation of AM increases
shoot and root dry weight, stem height and diameter, leaf area, concentration of nutrients, proline, soluble sugars,
chlorophyll comparison with the control and inoculated plants with the pathogen. In AM+Vd treatment, the presence
of the pathogen only in Ahmad Aghaei rootstock caused a decrease in the colonization percentage of arbuscular
mycorrhizal fungi comparison with the AM treatment. At the end of the experiment, the pathogenicity index in the
Vd treatment was 3.9 and 1.9 in Ahmad Aghaei and Badami Zarand rootstocks respectively but in the AM+Vd
treatment it reached to 3.6 and 1.1, which showed a significant decrease in disease severity. It is concluded that
inoculation of AM by improving the growth, nutritional and biochemical characteristics can increase resistance of
pistachio seedlings to Verticillium wilt.
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Figure 1. Electrophoresis of PCR products amplified by special primers D1/D2 on agarose gel (1%). M:
DNA ladder (100 bp). 1 and 2: Defoliating pathotype of IRAN 2432C and IRAN2430C isolates,
respectively, 3: Negative control
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Table 1. Effect of arbuscular mycorrhizae, Verticillium dahliae and their combination on growth characteristics
of pistachio rootstocks Ahmad Aghahei and Badami Zarand

Treatments Shoot dry weight Root dry weight Stem height Leaf area Stem diameter
(9) (9) (cm) (cm?) (cm)
Ahmad Aghaei rootstock
Control 5.30+0.35% 2.12+0.24% 25.80+1.30™ 122+5.25% 3.62+0.22%
AM 6.38+0.38° 2.62+0.28" 29.4+1.39° 132.8+5.57° 3.94+0.23%
vd 2.64+0.43° 1.32+0.26" 17.80+1.3¢ 88.8+5.93° 2.56+0.21"
AM+Vd 4.88+0.33¢ 1.88+0.26° 24+1.14° 114.845.93¢ 3.24+0.25°
Badami Zarand rootstock
Control 5.52+0.41° 2.4+0.23% 26.40+1.32° 126.2+5.85™ 3.76+0.27°
AM 7.2+0.4° 3.24+0.23 30.6+1.32° 145+5.83% 4.28+0.27°
vd 5.1+0.31% 2.20+0.25% 25.2+1.35" 120.2+5.26% 3.58+0.22¢
AM+Vd 6.68+0.33% 2.84+0.32° 28.80+1.28° 132.845.17° 4.04+0.23®

For each column, means with the same letter are not significantly different according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P < 0.05).
The numbers with + sign are the standard error. (AM:Arbuscular mycorrhizae, Vd: Verticillium dahliae, AM+Vd: Combination of
the treatments)
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Table 2. Effect of arbuscular mycorrhizae, Verticillium dahliae and their combination on macro-
elements concentrations in shoot of pistachio rootstocks Ahmad Aghahei and Badami Zarand

Treatments P N K Mg Ca
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Ahmad Aghaei rootstock
Control 1.9+0.3° 16.1+1.03% 18.3+1.2% 8+0.9° 26.2+1.5°
AM 2.54+0.29° 18.04+1.30™ 20.92+1.36° 9.66+0.82° 28.9+1.32°
vd 0.9+0.28¢ 9.52+1.36' 10.20+1.14° 4.02+0.82° 15.18+1.66°
AM+Vd 1.84+0.27° 14.62+1.49° 17.50+0.96¢ 5.8+0.79¢ 22.06+1.66¢
Badami Zarand rootstock
Control 2.10+0.25° 16.84+1.47% 19.70+1.19" 8.4+0.79° 27.30+1.37™
AM 3.06+0.21° 20.78+1.45° 25.48+1.50°% 11.50+0.73° 32.88+1.78°
vd 1.84+0.30° 15.56+1.08% 18.46:+1.48% 7.50+0.78° 25.54+1.73°
AM+Vd 2.82+0.24® 19+1.34° 24+1.35° 10.52+0.8% 31.92+2.17

For each column, means with the same letter are not significantly different according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P < 0.05).
The numbers with + sign are the standard error. (AM:Arbuscular mycorrhizae, Vd: Verticillium dahliae, AM+Vd: Combination of

the treatments)
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Table 3. Effect of arbuscular mycorrhizae, Verticillium dahliae and their combination on micro-
elements concentrations in shoot of pistachio rootstocks Ahmad Aghahei and Badami Zarand

Treatments Zn Fe Mn Cu
(g g (g g (g g (g g
Ahmad Aghaei rootstock
Control 23.6+1.34™ 95.2+3.5° 29.2+2,3% 6.2+0.4™
AM 25.6+1.64° 08.6+3.36° 32.242.25™ 6.7+0.42%
vd 11.6+1.66° 51.2+3.7° 13.3+2.33f 3.34+0.55°
AM+Vd 20.4+1.52° 79.2+3.7¢ 20.14+2.17° 4.32+0.45¢
Badami Zarand rootstock
Control 24.62+1.38™ 98.2+3.7° 30.4+2,3% 6.38+0.52™
AM 29.8+1.64° 116+3.81° 37.4+1.98° 7.08+0.53°
vd 22.8+1.39° 95.6+3.51° 28.6+2.3¢ 5.84+0.43°
AM+vd 28+1.44° 110.6+3.29° 34.4+2.3° 6.46:+0.5™°

For each column, means with the same letter are not significantly different according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P < 0.05).
The numbers with + sign are the standard error. (AM:Arbuscular mycorrhizae, Vd: Verticillium dahliae, AM+Vd: Combination of
the treatments)
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Table 4. Effect of arbuscular mycorrhizae, Verticillium dahliae and their combination on content of
proline and soluble sugar in roots and chlorophyll a,b,a+b in leaves of pistachio rootstocks Ahmad
Aghahei and Badami Zarand.

Treatments Proline Soluble sugars ~ Chlorophyll a Chlorophyll b Chlorophyll Chlorophyll index
umol g* FW mg gt FW mg gt FW mg gt FW a+b
mg gt FW

Ahmad Aghaei rootstock
Control 12.52+1.14° 18.98+1.31¢ 1.73+0.23° 1.48+0.23° 3.21+0.16° 62.38+1.87°
AM 14.22+1.1° 22.22+1.37° 2.2+0.26" 1.81+0.23% 4.01+0.31° 68.06+2.12°
vd 5.3+1.09° 9.52+1.2 0.66+0.27° 0.41+0.35¢ 1.08+0.39° 49.62+1.98°
AM-Vd 10.92+1.12¢ 16.84+1.45° 1.23+0.35¢ 1.03+0.35° 2.27+0.16° 58.02+1.93¢

Badami Zarand rootstock
Control 13.42+1.03" 20.8+0.97" 1.76+0.27° 1.50+0.27° 3.27+0.30° 63.64+2.06°
AM 16.54+1.15° 28.64+1.3 2.6+0.35° 2.13+0.26° 4.73£0.21° 71.142.15°
vd 13.74+0.94" 19.52+1.15% 1.54+0.26% 1.51+0.25° 3.06+0.17° 62.06+2.22°
AM-Vd 15.92+1.33° 27.26+1.5° 2.28+0.23% 2.06+0.32° 4.34+0.51® 69.34+2.37ab

For each column, means with the same letter are not significantly different according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P < 0.05).
The numbers with + sign are the standard error. (AM:Arbuscular mycorrhizae, Vd: Verticillium dahliae, AM+Vd: Combination of
the treatments)
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Table 5. The percentage of colonized roots and root length colonized (%) of pistachio seedlings
rootstocks Ahmad Aghaei and Badami Zarand by arbuscular mycorrhizae in AM and combination of AM
and Verticillium dahliae treatments at different days after inoculation of pathogen.

Days after pathogen inoculation (AM inoculation)

Treatments 0(52) 28 (80) 56 (108) 84 (136) 98 (150)
Colonized root (%)
AM (AA) 59+2.9" 62+2.5 68+2.9' 74.8+3.3° 76.2+3.2%
AM+Vd (AA) 60+2.8" 54.2+3 55.2+2.31 58.2+2.9" 62+3%"
AM (B) 66.8+3.1' 74+3° 82+2.8™ 87.2+3° 88+3.3°
AM+Vd (B) 68+2.9° 65.2+3 79.2+2.8% 84+2.8% 84.8+2.8%
Root length colonized (%)
AM (AA) 50.2+2.8" 55.4+3.4" 61.8+3.8" 65.2+3° 66.4+3.3%
AM+Vd (AA) 49.8+3" 44.8+2.8' 43+3.1' 51+3.3 52+3%
AM (B) 58.2+2.8" 63+3°7 70+2.5% 76.2+2.9% 76.8+2.8°
AM+Vd (B) 59.8+3%" 55.8+2.8" 67+3% 72.6+2.5" 73.4+2.4%¢

Means with the same letter are not significantly different according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P < 0.05). The numbers with +
sign are the standard error. AM: Arbuscular mycorrhizae, AM+Vd: Combination of arbuscular mycorrhizae and Verticillium
dahliae, AA: Ahmad Aghaei rootstock, B: Badami Zarand
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Table 6. The percentage colonization of the pathogen in shoot (%) and Pathogenicity index of
pistachio seedlings rootstocks Ahmad Aghaei and Badami Zarand in Verticillium dahliae and

combination of the pathogen and arbuscular mycorrhizae treatments in different days after inoculation of
the pathogen.

Days after pathogen inoculation

Treatments 63 70 7 84 98
Shoot colonization by pathogen (%)
Vd (AA) 16.8+3° 32.4+3.4° 65.8+3.3° 88.8+4° 92+3.3°
AM+Vd (AA) 8.4+3.2" 18+3.29 42.4+3.7° 74.4+35° 89.8+3.1°
vd (B) o 6.6+£3.4" 16+2.9° 31.2+3° 40.8+3.31
AM+Vd (B) o o 8+3.1" 22.4+3.6' 25.2+3f
Pathogenicity index (%)

Vd (AA) 0.6+0.25 1.70+03% 2.5+0.4° 3.2+0.3° 3.940.2°
AM+Vd (AA) o" 1+0.4 1.4+0.4" 2.8+0.3¢ 3.6+0.2°
vd (B) om 0.4+0.2¢ 0.9+0.21 1.4+0.2%" 1.9+0.2°
AM+Vd (B) om o" 0.2+0.1™ 0.9+0.21 1.1+0.2"

Means with the same letter are not significantly different according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P < 0.05). The numbers with £
sign are the standard error. Vd: Verticillium dahliae, AM+Vd: Combination of arbuscular mycorrhizae and Verticillium dahliae,

AA: Ahmad Aghaei rootstock, B: Badami Zarand
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