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Introduction: Infection in infancy increases the level of anxiety. This study aimed
to investigate the effect of a course of swimming exercises (Ex) and minocycline
(Min) medication after childhood infection on the levels of anxiety and
malondialdehyde (MDA) in the hippocampus and prefrontal cortex of NMRI mice.

Methods: To induce infection, on the third and fifth days after birth, the mice
received lipopolysaccharide (LPS) for 15 days. Mice were divided into five
Control, LPS, LPS + Min, LPS + Ex, and LPS + Ex + Min groups. The duration of
the course was four weeks and the dose of minocycline was 20 mg/kg. The Open
Field Test was used to measure anxiety levels. One-way ANOVA with Tukey's post
hoc tests was used at a significance level of 0.05.

Results: Results: MDA levels in the LPS group in both the hippocampus and
prefrontal sections have the highest amount compared with the Control group (P<
0.05). The percentage of hippocampal MDA changes in the LPS+Min+EX group
decreased by 14% compared with the control group, and the prefrontal MDA of the
LPS+Min+EX group increased by 20% compared with the control group. The
elapsed time and the number of entries in the Open Field test increased in the
LPS+Min+Ex group compared with other groups and decreased in the LPS group
(P<0.05).

Conclusion: The results showed that swimming exercise and minocycline
medication can change the effects of anxiety caused by childhood infection through
changes in MDA.
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Extended Abstract the one-way ANOVA test showed a significant difference

Introduction

Epidemiological studies have shown that maternal
infection/immune system activation during pregnancy is a
major risk factor for developing mental disorders such as
schizophrenia, autism, depression, and anxiety in children at
older ages. Although there are a large number of published
studies that have shown a link between anxiety, and oxidative
stress indices (eg, malondialdehyde). MDA is one of the
proper factors and indicators to check the amount of cell
membrane damage and oxidative stress. The production of
reactive oxygen species in muscles increases during exercise
training. So, most of the destructive effect of free radicals is

on the cell membrane of internal organs. On the other hand,
anxiety is one of the most common neuropsychological
disorders that can lead to a decrease in the quality of life and
affect cognitive performance in humans. Minocycline is also
an antibiotic that belongs to the tetracycline family and is
used in the treatment of bacterial infections. Through the
searches, it was found that no study has investigated the
effect of swimming exercise with minocycline on childhood
infection generally, this study aimed to investigate the effect
of a course of swimming exercises and minocycline
medication after childhood infection on the levels of anxiety
and malondialdehyde in the hippocampus and prefrontal
cortex of NMRI mice.

Methods

To induce infection, on the third and fifth days after birth, the
mice received lipopolysaccharide (LPS) for 15 days. Mice
were divided into five Control, LPS, LPS + Min, LPS + EX,
and LPS + Ex + Min groups. The duration of the course was
four weeks and the dose of minocycline was 20 mg/kg. The
Open Field Test was used to measure anxiety levels. One-
way ANOVA with Tukey's post hoc tests was used at a
significance level of 0.05.

Results

According to the results of one-way ANOVA, there is a
significant difference between the mean time elapsed by mice
in the Open Field test in all the five studied groups (F=5.658,
P=0.001). The results of Tukey's posthoc test for the score of
the elapsed time of the mice showed significant differences
between the Control group and the LPS (p=0.001), LPS+Min
(p=0.001), and LPS+Ex (p=0.001) groups, between LPS and
LPS+Ex+Min (P=0.002) groups, and between LPS+Ex and
LPS+Ex+Min (P=0.012) groups. However, no significant
difference was observed regarding other comparisons. Also,
the results of the one-way ANOVA test showed a significant
difference between the mean number of entries of mice in the
central part of the open field test in the five studied groups
(F=12.450, P=0.001); the results of Tukey's post hoc test
regarding the number of entries in the Open Field test showed
significant differences between the Control group and the
LPS (p=0.003), LPS+Min (p=0.006) groups, and between the
LPS and the LPS+Ex+Min (p=0.039) groups. The results of

between the mean MDA in the hippocampus of mice in the
five studied groups (F=3.099, P=0.025); Also, the results of
the one-way ANOVA test showed a significant difference
between the mean MDA in the prefrontal cortex of mice in
the five studied groups (F=8.643, P=0.001).

Conclusion

The results of the present study showed that exercise has anti-
inflammatory effects in the hippocampus after childhood
infection of NMRI mice. Probably, the use of swimming
exercises with the intensity and duration conducted in this
study protocol can lead to the reduction of MDA and
improvement of the anxiety levels caused by the infectious
disease. Exercise affects the oxidative function of cells and
cells” membrane structure by increasing hormones such as
epinephrine, norepinephrine, and macrophage activity, and
leads to an increase in oxidative stress and lipid peroxidation.
In addition, swimming exercise and minocycline can reduce
the effects of anxiety caused by childhood infections.
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1. Hypothalamic-Pituitary-Adrenal (HPA)
2, Malondialdehyde (MDA)
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2, Escherichia coli
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1. Malondialdehyde
2, Glutathione disulfide (GSSG)
3, mitogen-activated protein kinase (MAPK)
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1, 5-lipoxygenase

2, hypochlorous acid (HOCI)
3, hydrogen peroxide (H202)
4. Myeloperoxidase (MPO)
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