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Abstract

Thematic analysis is one of the common qualitative methods of analysis that is being used by
the researchers of various fields of study to analyze various data. This causes suchlike Islamic
studies not to be attended at the international level. The use of thematic analysis in the
interpretation of the Qur’an can help researchers understand it and its hidden layers better and
deeper. This prevents them from being misled and drowned in the ocean of overt and covert
themes of the Qur’an and stops them from achieving an inaccurate understanding of the
Qur’anic themes and their relationships. This study set out to provide the researchers of Islamic
resources with the what, why, and how of thematic analysis of interpretive texts in a concise
and practical manner. This was done via a case study of the book Al-Mizan fi tafsir al-Qur’an
using the MAXQDA software. Since the correct implementation of the method is of utmost
importance, every step of the process of investigating the interpretation of the Surah as-Saff
(Qur’an, 61) in AI-Mizan fi tafsir al-Qur’an is reported by giving in the thematic analysis of
the verses of this chapter. After analyzing the themes and codes extracted from the
interpretation of the verses of Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61), it was figured out that the main
intention of the chapter is to express the believers’ duties, with the top duties being having faith
in God and His Prophet (PBUH) and resolutely and persistently struggling for the sake of God.
These have been called the most beneficial businesses. Of course, the other duties of believers
can also be assigned to this theme.

Keywords: qualitative methodology, thematic analysis, Al-Mizan fi tafsir al-Qur’an, Surah as-
Saff (Qur’an, 61) .

V. Introduction and statement of the problem

Since the attainment of certain knowledge always needs instruments and methods,
methodology is the most important issue that is taken into account in any study. Pakatchi
(2017:29) takes the objective of research method as merely organizing and creating a common
language. He suggests that in a study, the research method should be explained so that other
researchers can trust and employ the scientific findings of that study. He believes that one of
the reasons the Iranian researchers’ articles cannot be published in international journals is the
non-systematicity of research. However, in the present-day world in which attacks to Islamic
sciences are incessantly increasing, we should be able to be in harmony with the common



language used at various international scientific levels. By presenting the results of Islamic
studies using this very common language, the other researchers can be helped to gain a deeper
understanding of Islamic texts. A researcher should employ these methods in a specific
framework and through certain stages. This is an important issue and the researcher should
mention these stages in his research report so that the reader can feel and understand them
(Pakatchi, 2017: 29).

Saldana (2015: 19) deems the role of research method in a study similar to the role of grammar
in the ability to make a speech in the scientific conferences. Without knowing and observing
this grammar, the outcome of the efforts of a researcher and its process will not be regarded as
“science” and “scientific.” Thus, the legitimacy of a study lies in the adoption of the correct
research method appropriate to the research topic so that the researcher can present a
comprehensible study using a common language and appropriate register of that specific field
of study in related scientific conferences.

Since understanding a text has a key role in attaining the purpose of the author, the use of a
precise method to deeply understand the covert and overt layets of meaning as well as their
interrelationships and to identify the existing patterns in the text, is‘mecessary’for gaining
beneficial and significant results in qualitative studies. Theyimportanceyoef the systematic
analysis of texts is doubled when the intended text is of theytype, whose understanding is in
need of high precision and specific meticulousness,/This complexityiof text and understanding
is present in the valuable text of the noble Qur’an and‘most narrative sources. The qualitative
approaches, strategies, and methods used to analyze, the archived texts and sources at an
international level in various sciences are especially useful and effective for understanding
interpretive texts. Thus, we intend in this study to open a window for Islamic studies to enter
the international spheres and attain a true understanding of the noble Qur’an through a common
language.

Since thematic analysis is one of the most commomqualitative research methods and a tool that
serves other qualitative methods, this study set out to apply the what, why, and how questions
via this research method to the text of.4/-Mizan commentary. The results are presented here to
the theology researchers in a bricfand applied manner.

Y. Research background

Application of thematic analysis to Islamic texts and articles

In the'light,of numerous enquiries made in the articles about the Qur’an, Hadith, and Nahj al-
Balagha, manynarticles were found that used qualitative research method to analyze Islamic
texts. Some of theése qualitative studies used thematic analysis to inspect the Qur’an and
hadiths. In the two tables below, these are ordered based on their publication year. In Table 1,
the interdisciplinary articles (i.e., the ones connecting theology and other fields of study) that
have explored the text of the Qur’an or hadiths using thematic analysis are presented, and in
Table 2 the articles by theology researchers are provided. It is noteworthy that some of the
articles that used thematic analysis in the theology domain but did not do this for the text of the
Qur’an or hadiths — like the article by Mujtaba ‘Aziz1 et al., in the article “Tahlili sakhar wa
madmini tawassul dar ash‘ari Nizam1 Ganjaw1 ba tikyi bar Qur’an wa Hadith” — are not listed
here.

Table 1. The chronicle of interdisciplinary articles examining the text of Qur’an and hadiths using
thematic analysis



Article title Authors Journal/Issue Publication
year

Tarraht wa tabyini ulgtyi Sayyid ‘All Akbar Mutali‘ati Rahburdiyi | 2014
mafthiimiyi shayistigthayi Ahmadi, Hasan Basij, no. 64
manabi ‘i insani dar Nahj al- Darwish, Muhammad
Balagha ba istifadi az tikniki Jawadi Subhanifar,
tahlili madmun wa ISM Hamid Fadil Kibriya’
Asibshinasiyi rawani az Asma’ Ibrahimi et al. | Faslnamiyi Islam wa | 2015
manzari Qu’an: Tahlili Salamat, no. 3
madmun
Ulgiyi khatti mashy guzariyi Rahman YasT et al. Dn wa Styasati 2016
insijami ijtima ‘T az manzari Farhangi, no. 7
Qur’ani karim
Tahlili madmiini katibihayi Maryam Qasim1 Pazhthishhayi 2017
Qur’ani wurtdiya wa Sichani, Fatimi Mi‘martyi Islami, no.
mihrabhayi masjidi Isfahan QanbarT Shaykh L6

Shabani, Mahbiibi

Qanbar1 Shaykh

Shabani
Tahlili madmiini tarbiyat Hasan Bahr al- Pazhuhish dar 2018
badani wa taqwiyati quwayi ‘Ulam, Jawad Qasimi |y Warzishi Tarbiyati,
jismani mubtant bar Qur’ani Rushnawand, no. 15
karim Ma-sumi Imami

Rushnawand
Mu’allifihayi nazartyyiyi KartmyKhan Islam wa ‘Ulumi 2018
hanjariyi risanihayi jam ‘71 dat Muhammadi, [jtima ‘T, no. 19
Qur’an Shamsullah Marfji,

Ruhullah ‘Abbaszadi
Madamin wa qadayayi Sayyid ‘All Akbar Pazhthishhayi 2019
bunyadini siyayat wa Afji’1, Wahid Styasati [slami, no.
mudirtyyatiyjihadiyi Amir al- Khashi‘1, Ahmad 15
Mu’'minan ‘Alayhial-Salam dar | Farbihi, Dawtd
Nahj al-Balagha ba istifadi az | Khaza'1
rawishirtahltlimmadmin
Tarrahtyi mudili ghalabi bar ‘AlT Qurbani, Pazhtihishnamiyi 2019
hisari shishi’Tyi mudiriyyat az | Bahman Ashraf Nah;j al-Balagha, no.
didgahi Tmam “Ali (A) ba Simnani, Mirza 27
istifadi az tahlili madmani Hasan Husayni
Nah;j al-Balagi wa kitabi
Ghurar al-hikam wa durar al-
kalim
Irda’iyi ulgiiyi ta‘allyi sazmani | Hamid Rida Arasti et | Pazhiihishhayi 2019

bar payiyi Qur ani kartm

al.

Mudiriyyati Intizami,
no. 3




10 | Ira’iyi ulgiyi raftari masraf dar | Sayyid ‘All Akbar Mudiriyyati Islami, 2019
Islam ba riiykardi tahlili Iji1, Ghulam Rida no. 108
madmiin (Ba tamarkuz bar Misbahi Mugaddam,
ayati Qur’ani kartm wa Wahid KhashiT,
riwayati Ma'simin ‘Alayhum | Ahmad Turabt
al-Salam)

11 | Ulgiyi Nazartyi mudiriyyati Dawiid Khaza'1t al. Pazhthishnamiyayi 2019
jihadi ba istifadi az sukhanani Nah;j al-Balagha, no.
Amir al-Mu'minin (A) dar 27
Nah;j al-Balagha

12 | Madamin wa qadayayi Dawiid Khaza'1 et al. | Pazhtihishhayi 2019
bunyadini siyasat wa Styasati [slami, no.
mudirtyyati jihadlyi Amir al- 15
Mu’minan (A) dar Nahj al-
Balagha ba istifadi az rawishi
tahlili madmun

13 | Ira’iyi ulgiiyi farmandiht wa Mansin Khayrgi, Mudirtyyati Nizami, | 2020
mudiriyyat dar sazmanhayi Nasir ‘Abbaszadi no. 77
difa‘T az manzari Imam ‘Al1
(A): Pazhiihisht kayfi mubtant
bar tahlili madmiin

14 | Wakawlyi jilwihayi akhlaq Zaynab,Shahsawari, | Mutali‘ati Mudriyyati | 2020
Islami1 dar sazman: Pazhthishi, | “Ali Asghar Piir Dawlatiyi Iran, no. 8
mubtani bar tahlili madmun ‘[zzat
dar Nahj al-Balagha

15 | Wakawilyi mafhiimi muthbat Rida Farashband et Qur’an wa Tibb, no. 2020
andishi dam@amuzihayi Hadrati | al. 2
‘AlT (A) bi manzutiird'iyi
dilalathayi tarbiyati wa
i ‘tibarbakhshiyi.an

16 | Shinasa’1 wa tahlili Muhammad Mudiriyyat dar 2020
mu’allifihayi mudiri Karimzadi, Rida Danishgahi Islami,
atharbakhshi farhangi az Ibrahtmzadi Dastjirdi, | no. 1
manzari Qur’ani kartm ‘All Najafinizhad

17 | Pishranhayi tawsi‘iyi iltizami Ihsan Namdar Juyami | Chishmandazi 2021
sarmayiyi insani dar et al. Mudiriyyati

sazmanhayi dawlatiyi bargirifti
az Qu’an wa ‘itrat ba karbasti
‘aql wa ijma‘ bar asasi tahlili
madmun

Dawulati, no. 48




18

Asibshinastyi diisti ba kuffar
dar jami ‘iyi Islami wa rahhayi
burtinrafti an bar asasi Striyi
Mumtahini ba rawishi tahlili
madmun

Battul Mulla Shafi‘T,
Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Karim Bahjatptr

Styasati Muta‘aliyi,
no. 22

2021

Table 2. The chronicle of articles of theology domain on the thematic analysis ofthe text of

Tmannapadhirlyi aqwam az
didgahi Qur’ani kartm ba rawishi
"tahl1li muhtawayi madmunt"

al.

Qur’an wa Hadith,
no. 4

Qur’an and/or hadiths
Article title Authors Journal/Issue Publication
year
1 | Bayistihayi hidayati styasi dar Muhammad Hasan | Farhangi Pazhthish, | 2015
Qur’ani karim Ashiiri no. 24
2 | Tahlili kayfiyi jaygah wa akhlaqi | Hawrtyya Rabbant, 3, Aklag, no. 21 2016
madari dar Tafsiri nimiina AmipHusayn
Banki pir fard
3 | Zanjiriyi munazzami ma‘nayiyi | Faramarz Mirza'i, “|\Mutali‘ati Adabi 2019
dartin mayiha dar sahnihayi Siddiqi Zidranj, Muttn Islami, no. 1
dastani Yusuf dar Qur’ani karim | [lham RahmatT
4 | Tahlili madmuniyi wizhigihayi Rida Ahmadzadi Farhangi Pazhtihish, | 2019
jihad dar ayati Qur’ani kartm no. 40
5 | Tahlili madmun zuhd da Ma“sumi Imami Pazhtihishhayi Nahj 2019
Amiizihayi Nahj al-Balagha Rushnawand, al-Balagha, no. 60
Muhammad
Mustafa’1
6 | Tarrahiyi mudil ghalabi bar “Al1 Qurbant, Pazhuhishnamiyi 2019
hisari shishi’1 yimudiriyyat az Bahman Ashraf Nahja al-Balagha, no.
didgahi Imam ‘AlT(A)ba istifadi | Simnani, Mirza 27
az tahlili madmiini Nahj al- Hasan Husayni
Balagha wa kitabt Ghurar al-
hikam‘wa durar al-kalim
7 | Tahlili madmiini ‘ahdnamiyi Atina Bahduri Pazhtihishnamiyi 2019
Amir al-Mu’minin ‘Al1 (A) ba Nahj al-Balagha, no.
Malik Ashtar 28
8 | Kashfi dilalathayi ijtima‘Tyi Ghulam Rida Pzahthishhayi 2019
Suriyi Naml ba rawishi tahlili bihruzi Lak, Qur’ant, no. 1
muhtawayi kayfi Husayn Mir Chiraq
Khani
9 | Wakawiyi ‘awamili TayyarT nizhad et Tahqiqati “Ultmi 2020




10 | Tahlili madmini shiwiyi Zahra SarfT, Hadith wa Andisha, 2020
barkhurd ba laghzishi karguzar Zaynab Pur no. 4
dar Nahj al-Balagha Kawtyant
11 | ‘Awamili jaryani istidraj dar Muhammad Mutali‘ati “Ulami 2021
Qur’an ba istifadi az rawishi Husayn Kadimf, Qur’an, no. 3
tahlili madmun Muhammad Zari
Bushihri, Nimat
Kazim1
12 | Tahlili madmini "tarbiyati jahadi | Haydar Isma‘1l Pir | Du Faslnamiyi 2021
wa iradi" bar asasi ayati Qur’ani Mutali ‘ati Farhangt
Karim: Mutali‘iyi Kayfi wa [jtima Ty Qur’an,
no. 2
13 | Karbasti rawishi tahlili madmin | Muhammad Rawish shinasiyi 2022
dar barrist wa muqayisi jaygahi Kawiyani, Mustafa | ‘Ulami Insani, no.
"fikr" dar rawanshinasiyi Qur'an | Nazari 110
bunyan
14 | Shabakiyi madamini murtabit ba | Muhammad Itrat Hadith Pazhuhi, no. 2022
wilayati Imam ‘Alf (A) mubtani | Dst, Sayyid 28
bar tahlili madmuni ahadithi Mustafa Qahhari
kitabi Kifaya al-athar

As Tables 1 and 2 show, most of the studies that have carried out thematic analysis of Islamic
texts are done by researchers of domains other than Islamic studies in comparative studies of
Islamic studies with other sciences such as psychology, management, political sciences, social
sciences, physiology, and architecture. Only 14 studies are done by theology researchers, which
shows that the researchers of Islamic theology are not so familiar with the thematic analysis
method. In most of these articles, a very limited report of the research method implementation
is given, followed by the results of thematic analysis. Nonetheless, in suchlike studies, only
researchers that have complete familiarity with thematic analysis method can attain a precise
understanding of the study, and the research procedure has many ambiguities for other
researchers. Thus, it is tried in this study to fill this gap and report the stages of thematic
analysis in a practical manner. Moreover, no study has been done so far on the thematic analysis
of Tafsir al-mizan text, while this worthwhile work is a highly complex text and in some cases
the attainment of ‘Allama Tabataba’t’s view is not easy: it needs precise knowledge of the
relations and positions of main and essential themes in ‘Allama’s viewpoint. This is possible
through the thematic analysis of Tafsir al-mizan text.

¥. Thematic analysis

Thematic analysis is a method to identify, analyze, and report the patterns that exist in
qualitative data. A pattern here is one that is attained through the thematic order of the extracted
data. This method is a procedure for analyzing textual data and turns the scattered and diverse
data into rich and detailed ones. Thematic analysis is not merely a specific qualitative research
method, but rather it is a procedure than can be used in many qualitative research methods.

In general, thematic analysis is a method to see the text; attain a correct understanding of the
seemingly unrelated information; analyze the qualitative information; systematically observe
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the person, interaction, group, situation, organization, or culture; and change the qualitative
data into quantitative data (Boyatzis, 1998; Mihri et al., 2014).

Boyatzis (1998: 4) suggests the thematic analysis is a procedure for analyzing qualitative data.
Thus, thematic analysis is not merely a qualitative research method, but rather it is a procedure
that can be employed in many qualitative research methods (if not all of them). Moreover, this
method makes it possible to change the qualitative data into quantitative ones.

In thematic analysis as a type of content analysis, the researcher relies primarily on the themes
and content of the message and text. In this method, the researcher tries to measure the themes
of the test rather than using predesigned scales and questionnaires (Mulla Shafi’1 et al., 2020:
21). Moreover, the use of qualitative studies — especially thematic analysis — becomes a
necessity when little information exists about the phenomenon under study or when the
previously made studies related to the intended topic do not have a theeretical framework that
can comprehensively explain the issue (Abt’T Ardakani et al., 2014: 23).

Braun and Clarke (2006: 37) enumerate some advantages of thematic analysis that show the
importance of its application in some qualitative studies:

Flexible;

V. Relatively easy and quick learning and application;

Y. Useable by researchers with little experience in qualitative rescaich,;

Y. The results can be understood and used by the edueated inigeneral;

An appropriate method to be used in collaborative researchiparadigm, in which participants are
the co-researchers;

Can summarize the key points in a large corpusiof data and give in a thick description of a data
set;

Can show similarity and difference points among data sets;

Can bring about unexpected perceptions;

Allows the appearance of psychological and social interpretations; and

Can be useful for creating appropriate qualitative analyses or informing policy development.

In thematic analysis, as in most qualitative studies, it is necessary to code both at the beginning
and end of data collection. A code is a word or phrase that entails the significant content of the
coded data. In fact, coding is organizing the data into a systematic structure and classifying or
categorizing these data.

Coding has various types, each'being used in relation to the type of data and research method
used in the study. Inthe book “The coding manual for qualitative researchers,” Saldana (2015)
elaborately explains coding and its methods. Quoting Charmaz (2001), Saldana (ibid: 14) calls
coding the “critical link” between data collection and meaning-making by the data. Moreover,
quoting Lincolmiand Guba (1985), he asserts that coding is a method that enables the researcher
to categorize and organize the data that have been coded through similar methods and to turn
them into categories or families according to their common features. This is the initial stage for
the identification of the existence of a pattern in the information. Using arguments based on
the classification of data along with his own intuitive and implicit perceptions, the researcher
determines which findings “look similar” or “feel similar” and so ca be put together in one
group.

To begin the next stage, the researcher needs a precise understanding of the concept of them.
Theme represents important information about research data and questions and shows to some
extent the meaning of the pattern that exists in the data. In general, theme is the repetitive and
distinctive quality of the text that — from the viewpoint of the researcher — shows a certain
understanding of and experience with the research questions (Dirakhshi et al., 2015: 56).



Quoting Braun and Clarke (2006) and King and Horrocks (2010), Khaza’1 (2019) asserts that
there are some important points about knowing theme that can be summarized as follows.

o Knowing the theme does not mean merely finding an interesting point; rather, themes
should be in line with the response to research questions and goals.

e The scope of the themes should be distinctive so that the relationships and patterns can
be easily identified.

e As it was mentioned, a theme is a repetitious and distinctive quality in the text, and the
sheer use of a meaning in a text cannot turn it into a theme, unless it is in line with the
response to the research questions and goals (Khaza’1, 2016: 263).

Thinkers have given in different titles and classifications of themes in terms of nature,
status, or hierarchy, from among which the appropriate case can beiselected based on the
intended type of research, text, and research method. For instances, ‘one might elassify
themes into overt or covert in terms of the visibility of the theme in the text; primary and
secondary themes in terms of hierarchy; and global, organizing,.and basic in tétms of status
(‘Abidi Ja’fari, 2011: 60).

Quoting Rossman and Rallis (2003), Saldana (2015: 59) séts out to'describe the difference
between category and theme. He maintains that category is a word or phrase that explains
parts of your findings that are evident, while a‘theme is an interpretation or sentence that
explains the more implied and covert processes.

3-1 The application of thematic analysisiin various sciences

Thematic analysis is one of the common qualitative research methods that have been used
by the researchers of various sciemees and fields of study, For this reason, Boyatzis
introduces it not as a specific. methad but as a‘suitable tool for different methods (1998: 4).
thematic analysis is used to analyzeithe themes of various data types. It can be used to
analyze data such as images, videos, intérviews, as well as various text types such as
scientific texts, historical textsy litetary, texts such as poems, and religious texts such as
divine Scriptures — especially the noble Qur’an. Moreover, this method can also be
employed to analyze and, compare various sources. These resources can be in different
forms, includingtexts,«Speeches,videos, or images. This way, it can be applied to various
interpretative resourcesiabout the verses of the noble Qur’an and can be very helpful in the
comparative'and thematic exegesis of the verses.

£, Thematic analysis methods

After finishing coding the text and classifying the themes, the researcher should embark upon
analyzing the themes, reporting the findings, and concluding the work. Thematic analysis can
be carried out and used in various ways. In the following table, these methods are summarized
(Qadt Mir Sa’1d & Tajabadi, 2016: 157).

Table 3: Thematic Analysis Methods

Method Description Source

Theme It is used in studies with a great number of texts and data | King and Horrocks
forms (10 to 30 sources) (2010)

Theme It is used to compare themes to each other and to | Miles &
matrix databases. Huberman (1994)
Theme The theme network presents a web-like map about the | Attride-Stirling,
network organization and presentations principles. (2001)
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. The step-by-step process of implementing the thematic analysis method

Researchers have provided various methods to carry out the thematic analysis. The stages and
implementation method of the thematic analysis are reported below according to the table
presented by Braun and Clarke as quoted by Khaza’1 (2019: 49). In this part, in order to better
understand each of the stages, the research method applied in “The structural analysis of the
Surah as-Saff(Qur’an6l) with an emphasis on Al-Mizan commentary” is given in as an
example.
Table 4: Stages of implementing the thematic analysis method

Stage Description of process Implementation method

1 | Familiarity | Data transcription (if necessary), | Since the valid text of A/-Mizan
with reading and rereading the data, | commentary was gavailable, the
research data | penning down the initial ideas data did not need transcription.

The text of AIl-Mizan commentary
wasgeread multiple times.

The initial" general ideas about
self-knowledge, were extracted
from the text:

2 | Generating | Coding all interesting cases in the |“All sentences of the text were
the  initial | data systematically throughout | analyzed one by one, and the
codes the data themes, related to them were

Comparing and contrasting theq extracted and recorded as the
data related to each code initial codes

3 | Searching Matching codes | withy, the ["Each of the initial codes was
for the | potential themes assigned to its potential theme
themes Collecting all data relateditoceach | All codes that had related and

potential théme congruent codes were classified
as one group

4 | Reviewing This_teview. is done to see if the | The repeated review of the initial
the themes themes, match, the coded excerpts | codes and potential themes was

andiall ‘data sets or not. If yes, | done. In this stage, the position of

then a theme-based analytic map | some codes changed and they

is'generated. were assigned to new themes.
In this stage, the codes were
examined multiple times so that
ultimately each code could be
assigned to a theme that evidently
represented ‘Allama Tabataba’1’s
Views.

5 | Defining and | Constant analysis in order to | In this stage, we tried to selected
naming the | screen specific features of each | each of the words of the themes in
themes theme, and come to a general | a way that they precisely express

story-like analysis, create clear | their related codes and best
definitions, and name each theme | represent ‘Allama’s viewpoints.

6 | Developing | This stage is the last round of | In this part of the study, first a
the report analysis. It entails clear selection, | structure was selected for the

interesting excerpts, final | presentation of the thematic
analysis of the selected excerpts, | analysis report. Then, each of the
explanation of the relationship | themes was examined and
between the presented analysis | analyzed. Then, the final




b)

d)

and the research questions and | reporting of ‘Allama’s
literature, and presentation of a | viewpoints and responding to the
scholarly and analytical report. research questions were made.

In the initial stages of coding the data of interpretive texts, the researchers of Islamic studies
need to pay attention to some points.

In the Qur’an and Hadith studies, the first challenge faced by the researcher is that if coding
should be applied to the original Arabic text or the translated text? This concern has been
addressed by Strauss and Corbin (2016) in the book “Basics of qualitative research:
Grounded theory procedures and techniques”. They believe that since “meanings are lost
in translation” and the transmission of meaning in translation mightanot happen
appropriately, one can translate the important pieces and codes and observe the original as
much as possible (Khaza’t, 2019: 159).

Therefore, in order to increase the validity of resources in the studies on [slamicresources,
it is better to apply coding to the original text so as to achieve amoreprecise understanding
of the text. Thus, in this study, the original Arabic text ofithe book “Al-Mizan fi tafsir al-
Qur’an” was coded rather than its translated texts. Nonethelessy when reporting the
findings, the statements related to basic, organizing, andyglobal themes are translated based
on the meaning of the statements of the original text.

The researcher should determine the types of themes and.the ¢lassifications appropriate for
them according to the research questions, goals, and.data."In this study, the themes were
classified into three general groups based on the text,of 4/-Mizan, the initially extracted
codes, and the hierarchy suggested by Attride-Stirling (2001) —including basic, organizing,
and global themes.

At the beginning of the coding operation and. based on the research type, the researcher
should select either inductive ontheoretical methods for initial coding. In this study, coding
was done inductively, and it targeted allistatements of A/-Mizan commentary related to the
Surah as-Saff(Qur’an61). Theunductive method is a kind of data-driven coding that is not
related to any predetermined format in the mind of the researcher (Khaza’1, 2016: 246).
However, in the reporting stage, one can take into account and report a detailed account of
the themes that are moré related.to research questions and objectives alongside a succinct
account of the themes that are not'so related to the research topic.

In the studies on, Islamic resources, it is appropriate to first apply the overt coding. Then,
in the summarization and analysis stage, the covert meanings of the verses and narrations
might,be taken inte account.

Saldana(2015)thas provided various methods for coding, but due to space considerations,
we cannot present and discuss all of them here. Thus, only the open/initial coding is
explained, as it has been used in this study for coding purposes. Although knowing the
coding methods in all research methods that are based on data coding is one of the most
important aspects of research conduction and should always be taken into account by
researchers, none of the Islamic studies that employ data coding make any reference to the
coding procedure.

6. Reporting

In this study, open/initial coding has been used. Quoting Strauss and Corbin, Saldana (2015:
192) suggests that open/initial coding means breaking down the qualitative data into separate
parts, carefully examining them, and comparing them to find similarities and differences.



Moreover, Saldana (2015: 192) believes that initial coding makes it possible for the researchers
to deeply reflect upon the content and subtleties of the data and own them.

In this study, in the initial coding stage, the whole text of 4/-Mizan commentary about the
Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61) was reread multiple times, and each sentence was analyzed and
evaluated as a separate phrase. Then, each of the initial codes was assigned to a specific
category, and each category was assigned to a basic theme. The basic themes are in fact the
themes that quickly suggest the meaning when they are read by the reader. In the next stage,
these themes were combined to achieve the more abstract “organizing themes.” After that, by
examining and analyzing the organizing themes, the global themes — as more general ones —
were extracted. In this study, 97 codes were indexed within the text of A/-Mizan commentary
about the Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61). All of these codes were assigned terlil, basic, five
organizing, and two global themes.

The distribution of code frequencies in the two global themes is given in Table'S.

Table 5: The Frequency of Codes Related to the Global Themes

Theme Code frequency | Percentage
Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission | 74 75.5
Prophet Jesus’ (AS) mission 24.4 24

Since the frequency of the codes related to Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission was higher,
it is more probable that the focus of the chapter and the related text of 4/-Mizan commentary
be on Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission. Thus, thedistribution of the codes related to the
global theme “Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission” is:shown in the following table.

Table 6: The Frequency of the Organizing Themes Related to the Global Theme of Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) Mission

Theme Code frequency | Percentage
Believers and prophetic mission 41 56.16
Disbelievers and prophetic missionij, 17 23.29
Features of prophetic mission 15 20.55

As Table 6 shows, more than half.of the codes are related to the organizing theme “believers
and Prophet Muhammad’s(PBUH ) mission,” which indicates that the main focus of the chapter
has been on this issue. The,facts that'this chapter is Medinan and Medinan chapters mostly
focus on the issuies related to the believers support our finding.

In Table 7 below, the'status of the global, organizing, and basic themes along with example
codes'related to the basic themes in A/-Mizan text related to the Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61) are

given.
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In order to clarify the status of themes and the relationship between each pairs of themes, the
global theme “Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission” as well as its related organizing and
basic themes are shown in the figure below. This way, the overall perspective of the study is
shown.

Figure 1
Prophet Muhammad's (s) mission
The features of Believers and disbelievers and
Prophet fissian prophetic
Muhammad's (s) rmission
mission \
, ' Baliaere diitias the fate of disbelievers’
Leading humans being Islam as the ~ Islam (i.e. being  the right religion taward the believers efforts against the fffle of
tosalvation  accompanied most perfect absolutely prophet’s the prophetic disbelievers
with clear signs religion submitted to iniedtbn mission (heart gaing
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Trymg to put off e aanig oF the origin of God
God's light leavi leaving astray
Helpmg G agreement of reframmg from putﬂng into God leaving the hearts
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7. Validating the study findings

To validate the, findings of the studies that have adopted thematic analysis research method,
Braun‘andi€larke, (2006: 96) have put forth 15 questions. By answering these questions, a
researcher can assess the findings of his study and announce the validity of the findings to the
readers. In Table 8 below, the answer to each of these 15 questions is given based on what has
been done during this study.

Table 8: Validation of the Study

No. | Process Criterion The present study

1

Transcription | The data have been | Since the text under study was the text of the book

transcribed to an
appropriate level of detail,
and the transcripts have
been checked against the
tapes for ‘accuracy.’

“Al-Mizan fi tafsir al-Qur’an” about the Surah as-
Saff (Qur’an, 61) and this text is written by
‘Allama Tabataba’i, it is a precise reflection of
‘Allama’s viewpoint in the interpretation of this
noble chapter.

Coding

Each data item has been
given equal attention in the
coding process.

In the coding process, all statements of the text are
precisely coded. The researcher tried to avoid
their own opinions in determining the importance




level of the phrases. They tried to code the text
without any presupposition.

3 Coding Themes have not been In the coding process, it was tried to examine the
generated from a few vivid | statements of A-Mizan precisely and the themes
examples (an anecdotal be true reflections of ‘Allama’s viewpoints.
approach), Moreover, we tried to take into account both overt
but instead, the coding |and covert themes that have been noted by
process has been thorough, | ‘Allama.
inclusive and
comprehensive.

4 Coding All relevant extracts for all | All statements that were in semantic relation to
each theme have been |each of global, organizing, and basic have been
collated. assigned to their respectivethemes. This process

was reviewed multiple times.

5 Coding Themes have been checked | The relationship or lack ofrelationship —and even
against each other and back | sometimes the, contradietion — of the global,
to the original data set. organizing, and basicithemes in ‘Allama’s view

were réviewed multiple times.

6 Coding Themes are internallyghThemes are gemerally coherent. It was tried to
coherent, consistent, and [ keep.separate the themes that were not subparts of
distinctive. each other, and at the same time, to prevent any

conflicts among themes.

7 Analysis Data have been analyzed /, | In analyzing and reporting the data, it was tried to
interpreted, made sense of /<) completely clarify ‘Allama’s view. It was
rather than just paraphrased | sometimes needed to clarify his views using the
or described. opinions of other scholars.

8 Analysis Analysis and data match | The analysis given about the viewpoints of
each other /“ithe extracts | ‘Allama completely agree with the text and
illustrzate “the “y@nalytic | statements of ‘Allama in 4/-Mizan commentary.
claims. The claims made by the researcher also

completely agree with ‘Allama’s viewpoint.

9 Analysis Analysis gtellshya convincing | The analyses and reports presented in the study
and “wwell-organized story | have completely described what the chapter tries
aboiit the data and topic. to explain as well as what forms the cornerstone

of the chapter.

10 [“Analysis A good balance between | What is presented in the schematic output —
analytic  narrative  and | including figure, graphs, and tables —completely
illustrative  extracts  is | agree with is given in the detailed report of this
provided study.

11 | Overall Enough time has been The researcher spent a lot of time on coding the
allocated to complete all text statements, extracting the themes, and
phases of the analysis determining the amount and quality of their
adequately, relationship with self-knowledge.
without rushing a phase or
giving it a once-over-
lightly.

12 | Written The assumptions about, and | At the beginning of this study on the thematic

report specific approach to, analysis of the text of A/-Mizan commentary on

thematic analysis are
clearly

the Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61), a report is given
about stages of the thematic analysis and the steps




explicated.

taken by the researcher. Moreover, in the research
report, the figures on the relationships of themes
and the table of example codes are given to clarify
the research procedure.

13 | Written There is a good fit between | It has been tried to have the research report as
report what you claim you do, and | inclusive as possible of the research procedure.
what you show you have
done / ie., described
method and  reported
analysis are consistent.
14 | Written The language and concepts | It has been tried to write the report through a
report used in the report are simple and comprehensible language while it is
consistent with the congruent with the, language and expression
epistemological manner of ‘Allama.in AL-Mizan.
position of the analysis.
15 | Written The researcher is During the résearch, process, in the coding stage,
report positioned as active in the | some themes appearedsby themselves, and at the
research process; themes same time the covert themes that existed in the
do not just words“of ‘Allamahwere also taken into account
‘emerge.’ through “teflection. In the later stages of

organizing the themes and writing the detailed
report, the tesearcher tried to find the quality of
relationships, the mutual interrelationships, and
the status of each of the themes in the
interpretation of the Surah as-Saff according to

the viewpoints of ‘Allama Tabataba’1.

8. Conclusion

In the light of the thematic analysis of the codes extracted from A/-Mizan commentary text
about the Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61); the sublime God first talks about the mission of Prophet
Jesus (AS) and expressesdits features, gist, text, and essence. Then, He explicates Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission and its features and calls it the religion that completes the
previous ones{ Sincejthe mission of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is accompanied with clear
signsgHe takes\its heavenliness as a definitive and assured issue for the People of the Book and
Muslims.“God 1n, this chapter describes Islam as the right religion, and introduces absolute
submission to the His order as the most important principle of this divine religion. After that,
the verses et out to clarify the atmosphere of the time of revelation. That is, they talk about
the believersswho forget their covenants at the battlefields and refrain from helping the Prophet
of Allah (PBUH), and also comment on the disbelievers who always try to put off the light of
faith by accusing the expressions of the prophet to be magic, while they are ignorant of the fact
that the Lord of all beings keeps alight the light of faith throughout the world despite the
disbelievers’ desire. In this chapter, by mentioning the fate of the people of Prophet Jesus (AS),
God informs the believers and disbelievers of the revelation era about the outcome of their
deeds, talks about the disbelievers’ hearts going astray as a result of their own deeds, and points
out the victory of the believers on the disbelievers. There is a narration in Qumi commentary
that emphasizes this and gives the glad tidings of a victory for the Support of Muhammad’s
Family (AS) (Qumi, 1984, vol. 2: 366).

In the light of the frequency of the codes related to the organizing theme “believers and
prophetic mission” and the thematic analysis of codes and categories assigned to this



organizing theme, it can be concluded that this theme is the cornerstone of the chapter content.
The most frequent basic theme assigned to the organizing theme “believers and prophetic
mission” is “believers’ duty.” As it is illustrated in Figure 1, “putting into practice the most
beneficial business,” “refraining from bothering the prophet,” “agreement between words and
actions,” and “helping God” (Tabrist, 2000, vol. 1: 368) are mentioned as the believers’ duties.
In other verses and narrations, helping the Prophet of Allah (PBUH) is taken as the same as
helping God (Suyttt & Ibn ‘Abbas, 1984, vol. 8: 150). Explicating the business mentioned in
the Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61), the sublime Allah states that this business is verily having faith
in God and the Prophet of Allah (PBUH) and struggling for the sake of Allah with one’s life
and properties. A narration in Qum1’s commentary also emphasizes this meaning (Qumi, 1984,
vol. 2: 365). In other words, it can be said that the main intention of the chapter is to express
the believers’ duties, with the top duties being having faith in God and His Prophet (PBUH)
and resolutely and persistently struggling for the sake of God. These haveibeen called the most
beneficial businesses. Of course, the other duties of believers can also_be assigned under this
theme. ‘Allama Tabataba’1’s assertion at the end of his interprétation of the final part of this
chapter (verses 10 to 14) verifies our thematic analysis findings. He,asserts,
These verses invite believers to have faith in God and His Prophetiand to struggle for
the sake of God, and give them glad tidings on forgivenessiand Paradise in the
otherworld and assistance and victory in this world. It invites, them to trust God’s
promise of assistance and His confirmation. The,two meanings that we mentioned are
the ultimate intentions of the chapter, and the content of'the preceding verses are just
to set the ground for these two meanings. (Tabataba’1, 1992, vol. 19: 435)
In Figure 2 below, the main intention of the Surah as-Saff (Qur’an, 61) and the cornerstone of
the thematic analysis —i.e., the beneficial business are depicted.
Figure 2: The Pattern of the Beneficial Business
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