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Fethullah Glen is one of the Muslim intellectuals and social leaders whose ideas
have attracted attention in recent decades. He introduces a new interpretation of
Islam, which Western scholars refer to as moderate Islam or social Islam. Giilen
interprets Islam through a Turkish lens, in which Islam has a unique connection to
Turkish identity. His innovative interpretation of Islam, while emphasizing individual
morality and spirituality, places special emphasis on interpretation, tolerance, and
dialogue with other religions, and he supports the establishment of a comprehensive
pluralist society. By revising and redefining the words and terms of Sufism, he
positions service as a faith-inspired concept at the center of his work, resulting in the
modern form of Sufism. Modern Sufism is the extension of individual Sufism to the
community and the promotion of social participation in the contemporary world. To
comprehend Giilen’s interpretation of Islam, we must first describe his interpretation
of Turkish or Anatolian Islam in terms of his intended concepts. Due to Giilen’s new
interpretation, we investigate the concept of Jihad in greater depth in the interim.
Finally, we discuss the causes of Muslim backwardness from Giilen’s perspective
and within the context of his understanding of Turkish Islam. Muslim philosophers
refer to Giilen’s social Islam as Rahmani Islam, a form of secular Islam. By
displaying a peaceful and nonviolent face of Islam to the world and tying it to
modernity, his Rahmani Islam has five main characteristics: Accepting the theory of
religious pluralism and establishing a pluralistic society by supporting Western
democracy; adopting a selective and minimal view of Islam; distorting and
converting the concepts of political Islam, such as Jihad; emphasizing tolerance;
embracing the theory of religious pluralism; and emphasizing tolerance.
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