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Abstract

Roman mythology holds a revered and enduring status, bearing
tremendous artistic and historical importance on account of its
personification of divine entities manifested as human beings endowed
with preternatural powers. Syrian Roman murals depict scenes that elicit
associations with mythical entities, such as demigods and gods, in
addition to emblematic and allegorical figures. By illustrating the
pursuance of the society's inner and outer values and religions, the
presented murals provide an interpretation of morals and traditions. The
manner in which women were dressed functions as a symbolic
representation of civilization within a significant portion of Roman
Syrian society. The purpose of this study is to identify mythological
motifs in human patterns and reliefs and to comprehend their significance
by comparing the complexities of Roman-era Syrian women's clothing to
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the attire of women in five murals, as evaluated by the need and institution
components of Malinowski. The function of myth is emphasized by
Malinowski, particularly in tribal societies. He provides an account of
societal customs and ethics, aesthetic preferences, religious perspectives,
and associated institutions. The term for this philosophy is functionalism.
Myth, according to Malinowski, function extends beyond the expression
of power and status; it also contributes to the formation of social stability.
This theory is founded upon functionalist principles. In general,
"functionalism" denotes a relationship that is formed within an
organization. Maintaining the whole is the fundamental purpose of the
function, which consists of three fractional, total, and relational
components. Art can be understood as a component of culture in which
social institutions and communities collaborate to satisfy one another's
requirements; this exemplifies Malinowski's functionalism. Both Roman-
era murals and feminist clothing demonstrate a functionalist aesthetic.
This study aims to examine the similarities and differences between the
clothing portrayed in murals and that of Syrian women during the Roman
era, focusing specifically on the mythological elements that Malinowski
emphasizes, from a functionalistic perspective. A belief system in the
form of mythologies represents a cultural reaction to fundamental
necessities. They denote deference to the religious and utilitarian
principles that are intrinsic to Rome. The human figures portrayed in the
five murals mentioned above are integral components of Roman culture.
Malinowski argues that, from a functionalist standpoint, they function as
a cultural reaction to biological necessities and are an integral component
of the overarching system. In light of Malinowski's perspectives and the
data in Tables 1 and 2, the majority of human mythological figures
depicted on Roman wall paintings serve a religious function and have both
primary and secondary significance. Every entity contributes to the
spiritual unity of humanity and functions in accordance with the
fundamental laws of the institution in which it is located (Roman-era
Syria). Their roles are in accordance with the societal norms and
capacities of Syria, and they also serve important formative and
decorative purposes. The results presented in Table 2 indicate that there
are marginal variations in the application of the pala, stole, cap, and
tunic. One of the most crucial is the observance of the principle of
safeguarding the dignity of Syrian women, which extends to even the most
common garments and was overlooked in the case of certain goddesses.
The study examined the variety of clothing components utilized by Syrian
women and figures depicted in wall paintings. Alterations in the form of
garments' embellishments, hues, and particulars were also taken into
account. Artists were primarily distinguished by their use of unique hues,
encompassing both the dark and light spectrums, against a white
backdrop. As an illustration, the outer garment of Pallas, a common
woman, lacked color. In contrast, Roman wall paintings depicted purple
and red in a similarly intricate manner, signifying the status of affluent
and influential women. The results indicate that the practical hues and
clothing depicted in the murals and garments of Syrian women during the
Roman era served to fulfill cultural and spiritual obligations, such as
religious devotion, ethical concerns, and adherence to social conventions.




Institutions in Syria during the Roman era were intentionally structured
to cater to the needs and demands of women, thereby making a positive
contribution to the overall sustenance of society. An analysis of the
apparel donning by Roman Syrian women reveals discernible parallels
with the attire portrayed in the murals. Both aesthetics incorporate
components that functioned to protect women, uphold societal norms, and
convey the financial and emotional standing of women. In every
civilization, the purpose of decorations and apparel is to foster a sense of
community by promoting adherence to cultural and identity ideals. Roman
clothing serves not only to fulfill fundamental necessities but also to
resolve secondary necessities; it is also exhibited in the context of
cultural practices and established conventions.During the Roman era,
colors held sacrosanct significance and served as indicators of one's
social standing. When examining Syrian women during the Roman era, it
becomes evident that institutions fulfilled two crucial functions:
supplying for their needs and making a constructive contribution to the
collective survival of society. Generally speaking, garments and
ornaments function with the intention of benefiting society, provided that
notions of culture and identity are consistent. Roman attire was not only
functional in providing alternatives for secondary necessities but also
served as a means to address fundamental needs; it was also symbolic of
customs and traditions. Comparative historical analysis and documentary
technique for data collection comprise the research methodology.
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