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Architects use different media to represent and display
their ideas. These media include a wide range of archi-
tectural volumetric models, hand drawings, verbal allego-
ries, sketches and recently, computer modeling. Among
these media, hand drawings have always been important
in architectural design and have played a pivotal role. This
role has become more important in architecture since the
Renaissance with the emergence of perspective. Before
the spread of such drawings around the 15th to 17th cen-
turies, drawing in architecture was common in previous
periods. Until then, drawing was a tool for conversation
and media between the employer and the architect. But
after that, drawing is a tool for thinking and a tool for pre-
designing, modifying and correcting the pre-construction
form. It can be said that the methods of representation,
image and perception of architecture have always had a
reciprocal relationship with our perception of space and
also with the spatial organization of architecture. So far,
only a few studies have been done on architectural draw-
ings and their relationship with the Iranian architectural
organization of space. These few studies have focused
more on the typology and classification of drawings left
over from islamic Architecture and have questioned their
application in the Iranian architectural space organiza-
tion. Iranian painters, especially after the Ilkhanate pe-
riod, have represented architectural and urban spaces in
paintings. Compared to the European perspective and tra-
dition of drawings, Iranian painters represented architec-
tural and urban spaces differently. Most of the research in
the field of Iranian miniature has dealt with philosophical
foundations, especially around the concept of the imagi-
nal world, or the methods of representation in the form of
analytical-aesthetic methods. The purpose of this study is
to understand the structure of miniature representation. In
this regard, it deals with two aspects of the content of rep-
resentation and the way of representation of miniatures

and analyzes them. The emphasis of the article is to find
out how Iranian painters have portrayed the world around
them. In this research, forty miniatures belonging to the
Seljuk, Ilkhanid, Timurid and Safavid periods have been
studied. This research can be considered as a historical
study that uses an analytical-aesthetic method to discover
how architecture is represented in Iranian miniatures. The
findings of this study show that Iranian miniatures include
three independent systems of architectural, landscape and
behavioral representation. These systems overlap to form
a miniature. Each of these three systems of representa-
tion has its own rules. The findings of this study show
that the method of composing the page in a miniature fol-
lows three general principles: (a) organizing the general
space with clear lines and framing (b) independent spaces
and their collage (c) intensive space narration (collage of
space units) and high horizon. This research showed that
the way of representing the architectural effect in minia-
ture includes (a) isometric or flat display of side surfaces,
(b) special rules of displaying the floor and interior sur-
faces of the porch and (c) simultaneous display of inte-
rior and exterior of a building. These findings have been
achieved by focusing on the architectural representation
system.
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