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(Editorial)
“Reasonable Worship and the Refutation of Private Theology”

1. The issue of "proving the existence of God" and its implications is a significant topic discussed and
debated in religious philosophy and theological systems. Both "revealed" and "natural” theological
systems cannot solely assume the foundational proposition "God exists" to establish their theological
system. The division of theological systems into "natural” and "revealed” is an epistemological
classification, but it does not mean that revealed theology relies on the claim of God's existence as a
matter of faith. Proving the existence of God based on transmitted revelation or narratives is only valid
if the epistemological authority of revelation and transmission has been previously proven by reason.
Revealed theology, like any other theological system, establishes the foundational proposition "God
exists" through rational argumentation. This makes worship based on transmitted revelation in revealed
theological systems a "reasonable worship." Relying on transmitted revelation and the words of the
infallible in matters of belief, which fall within the scope of rational understanding and perception,
amounts to appealing to the words of someone who is not only rational but also the chief of intellects.
Therefore, the dispute between revealed and natural theology is not about proving God's existence. Both
must justify their claims about the existence of God based on rational arguments (both epistemological
and ethical), not something else. It is essential to note that we are talking about theological systems
here. Theological systems consider their claims valid and transferable, subjecting them to various
critical evaluations. Private theology (if using this term is appropriate) can be based on inner intuition or
personal trust in transmission without further scrutiny. If such theology is acceptable, it is not subject to
debate. However, attributing revelation to prophetic dreams essentially requires a kind of private
theology that lacks epistemological authority for others. Likewise, reducing revealed theology to mere
belief and surrendering to a direct encounter with the divine, the awe and grandeur of the divine, or any
interpretation of this kind amounts to adopting private theology. Such theology cannot provide a
foundational proposition for establishing a theological system for us. At best, it can be a subjective
statement that holds meaning and validity only for the individual.

The Argument from Human Nature (Burhan-e-Fitrat), however interpreted, must have a middle ground
to present a valid argument, and it must be based on the perception and understanding of reason. If a
person’s awe and existential concerns cannot be transformed into meaningful argumentation, it will lack
logical value. | emphasize that we are discussing a logical matter here, not a non-transferable
psychological issue.

The conclusion from the above is that if natural theology proves the existence of God, it is as divine
(not religious) as revealed theology. The story of the incapability of reason to prove God's existence and
know His essential and active attributes or the meaninglessness of the proposition "God exists" is a
separate narrative that has no direct relevance to revealed theology. Followers of negative theology,
agnostics, and adherents of positive investigation who deny the capability of reason to know God do not
fit into the classification of revealed and natural theology. Bringing their feet into the specialized
discussion and taxonomy is irrelevant.

2. Epistemological and theological systems are primarily concerned with the pitfalls of personalizing
knowledge. They attempt to establish a certain starting point, but such a point cannot be found outside
of the "self" or "ego." Failure to escape the confines of "self" and "private experiences" results in
personalized epistemology and private theology. Those who uncritically embrace prophetic experiences
or dreams must also break free from the trap of private theology. While such a path exists, finding and
treading it is challenging, requiring overcoming formidable ontological and anthropological obstacles.

3. The conflict between revealed and natural theology arises with the involvement of God's relationship to
the world. The crucial aspect is the divine legislative intervention in human society's governance.
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Carelessness in this matter, like discussed in paragraph 1, only leads to erroneous distinctions. One
should avoid presenting a specific reading of revealed theology against natural theology. Reducing
revealed theology to a radical interpretation or subjecting it to positivist investigation, which denies
reason's ability to recognize God, is not fundamentally related to revealed theology in general.
Restrictive interpretations that focus solely on the letter of revelation lack rational value. Conversely,
efforts to find a unified and coherent understanding of revealed and natural theology must consider the
implications of their work. Some individuals (specifically referring here to a current known as
"religious rationalism™ or "religious modernism") with their extreme interpretations and surrendering
tendencies pave the way for fanaticism or extremist rationalism.

The Journal of Philosophy of Religion warmly welcomes valuable articles from researchers and
scholars specializing in religious epistemology and theological systems. We hope to offer a platform for
scholars with differing opinions on these vital and undoubtedly challenging matters.

Editor-in-Chief
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