Faculty of Social Sciences

Iranian Journal of Anthropological Research

(IJAR) ISSN: 2251-8193

Home page: https://ijar.ut.ac.ir/

An Ethnography of Being Multicultural Among Mo'aveddin in

Dowlatabad Neighborhood of Tehran

Yusef Sarafraz!"2’ | Nasser Fakouhi?

1. Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: yusefsarafraz@gmail.com

2. Professor, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: nasserfakouhi@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received: 2023.07.01

Received in revised form:

2023.07.28
Accepted: 2023.04.09
Published online: 2023.08.06

Keywords:
Anthropology of
Globalization, Urban
Anthropology, Diaspora,
Deterritorialization,
Ethnography, Mo'aveddin

Diaspora migrant communities have become an important part of the urban life. Their life
experience and multicultural feature have become a part of the contemporary situation of
culture. This has affected anthropology and the concepts that are the basis of this discipline,
such as culture, tradition, identity and place, and has also been the generator of some theories
and methodologies. In this article, with the help of an ethnographic writing driven from the
field work in Dowlatabad neighborhood of Tehran, we seek to understand what and how being
multicultural is by exploring the collective life of Mo'aveddin (Iranian-Iraqis who were
expelled from Iraq). What is the relation between the life of Mo'aveddin and some concepts
such as culture and identity. Those whose lives are formed beyond political borders, how do
they position themselves within cultural and identity borders. Furthermore, as these
communities have become a ubiquitous reality in today's world, how can anthropology
reposition itself to better understand this new situation of culture? In this article, we have tried
to examine these questions through the voice of Mo'aveddin, anthropological theories and
ethnographic experience.
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