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Introduction:

The local identity provokes the sense of local belonging and attachment that stimulates the,sense of
responsibility in the inhabitants of the same identity. The political systems on the basis of “the”same
comprehensive identity elements in national scale attempted to strengthen the nationalwsolidarity and
territorial coherence. Various elements have formed the Iranian identity; in the meanwhile, religforeof Islam
as Shiism has been one of the most comprehensive linking factors so that within recent hundred years, less
event has been occurred in the national scale that not affected by the Shiite doctrines. SEhe 8-year imposed
war is one of manifestations of this status that due to IR Iran’s inspiring by Shiite de€trines, most of Shia
residing zones have accompanied it; but in the Sunni residing zones due to,the identity distinction, it was
associated with fluctuation. Talesh County is one of those areas with religious diversities that reflections of 8-
year war was manifested therein as having majority of Shiite martyrs despite‘0f#minority of Shiite population.
The present study is founded on this hypothesis that local identities atising<from religious affiliations of
Shiite citizens of Talesh County due to convergence with the macro natignal identity and political system of
IR Iran had considerable effect on their provocation for more,extensive {preSence in the 8-year imposed war.

Methodology v
The required data of research with descriptive-analytical¢nature has been collected by library method,
means referring to the documents, books, articles, bulletins ete.

Results and discussion

The inputs of present study indicated that Shiism/as religion of most Iranians had effective role in the
national convergence. This sect at least within the recent hundred years was significantly effective on
directing the deep social occurrences anthnational and international developments of country. IR Iran regime
that is arising from interpretation of Shiite doctrines as Supreme Leader is somehow connected with the
national and local affiliations_of maost of lranian nation, and has consistency with the beliefs and religion of
majority. In the meanwhilefthe.8-year imposed war period no longer than two years after revolution is the
most excellent manifestation of\this national convergence that had an unexampled efficiency in appreciation
of national solidarity andsterriforial coherence. The said attachment and consistency was very effective on
provoking the sense of responsibility for defending the country and new-founded political system of IR Iran.
The events related to 8-year sacred defense are evidence for their maximum participation. The same identities
and characteristicsgmay be diminished from national scale to subnational scale in Talesh County; meaning
that although the_Shiite“citizens are not maximum population but due to identity similarity in sect with the
maximum natiop‘and‘political system had the most role and participation in accompaniment of majority and
ruling pelitieat system. On the basis of such identity, the available data indicates that at least 60% of martyrs
in this county have Shiite religion, and are majorly from Shiite zones or dispatched from organizations arising
from revelution (Basij and Sepah). Hence, the hypothesis of present paper “local identities arising from
religiousaffiliations of Shiite citizens of Talesh County due to convergence with the macro national identity
and new-founded political regime of IR Iran had considerable effect on their provocation for more extensive
presence in the 8-year imposed war”, is emphasized.

Conclusion

Identity consists of IDs that expresses the individual or object from viewpoint of belonging to group or
type. The first characteristic of identity is its difference with the others. Whatever the identifying factors and
fields of society have more convergence, the society will have more stability and constancy. The location and
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common settlement are deemed as national linking factors that through which the political systems attempt to
underlay for national solidarity and territorial coherence by connection between various identities. The
available findings show that whatever the national groups have similarity in lingual and religious consistency
and the opportunities, national solidarity and territorial coherence will have more constancy.

Keywords: Local Identity, Political participation, Imposed War, Shiism, Talesh County’s Martyrs
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