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Article Info Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to explain the word order of topicalized
Avrticle Type: constituents in non-pro.making persian topicalization based on Functional Discourse
Research Atrticle Grammar. Since this grammar does not believe in concepts such as movement, we

will also seek to explain this process in base-generated procedures. Therefore, in this
study, in order to achieve the above goals, the method of mapping the linguistic

Avrticle History: elements of sentences containing non-pro.making Persian topicalized constituents in

morphosyntactic templates in four absolute initial, second, medial and final positions
Received: and infinite relative ones presented in Functional Discourse Grammar was
15, June, 2022 considered. This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method and the examples

are taken from selected samples of Persian speech and written texts, which after
introducing the mechanisms of this grammar,have been analyzed based on the
principles of this theory. The method of determining the order of constituents used in
the present study is the dynamic method of FDG that is inspired by the method of
determining the word order of Greenberg. In this approach instead of three categories
of subject, object and verb, respectively, the concepts of actor, undergoer and
predicate, determine the word order of the languages of the world. The results
Accepted: indicate that in marked constituents such as topicalization, considering the
30, July, 2023 communicative intention of the speaker, various elements including ,thematic and
non-thematic elements and even predicates can be topicalized and on the other hand,
considering that, based on the principles of this grammar, the topicalized constituent
in the interpersonal level is given priority in entering morphosyntactic templates, so
the topicalization process is not the result of movement, but the topicalized element
is produced in base-generated procedures in the same position. The results also show
that Functional Discourse Grammar is an appropriate and efficient method by
referring to the three principles of iconicity, domain integrity and functional stability
in determining the constituent arrangement of sentences containing non-pro.making
Persian topicalization.

In Revised Form:
16, July, 2022

Published Online:
21, September, 2023

Keywords: Functional Discourse Grammar, Non-Pro.Making Topicalization, Information
Structure, Persian language, Focus.

Cite this The Author(s): Taheri, M., Alizadeh, A., Mowlei Kuhbanani,H., (2023). Non-Pro.Making Persian Topicalization
Based on Functional Discourse Grammar- Journal of Language Researches, No. 1, Vol.14, Serial No. 26, Spring &
Summer- (103-133)- DOI:10.22059/jolr.2023.344562.666788.

m Publisheder: Unversity of Tehran Prees



https://orcid.org/0009-0009-9556-424X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5941-457X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7980-8472
mailto:alalizadeh@um.ac.ir
https://jolr.ut.ac.ir/article_94301.html

104 Journal of Language Researches, No. 1, Vol.14 |, Serial No. 26, Spring & Summer -2023

1.ntroduction

Up to now, linguists have presented a variety of functional approaches in the form of a continuum,
based on the importance of the function over the form. " Functional Discourse Grammar " is an
approach, introduced by Kees Hengeveld and Lachlan Mackenzie (2008). This grammar is a
typological-functional approach which lies in the middle of the continuum of functional approaches.
According to Hengeveld & Mackenzie (2008), although FDG is in the continuum of functional
approaches, it also considers the structural features of language units .

In the process of Non-Pro.Making Persian topicalization, the information desired by the speaker to
highlight, occupies the first position in the clause, which can not be explained by Greenberg (1963)
word order model. Therefore, determining the order of topicalized constituents in Persian and the
variety in replacing the constituents at the beginning of the clause is a challenge that this research
seeks to investigate by applying the mechanisms of FDG. Considering that the movement of the
constituents in FDG has no validity, the discussion of Non-Pro.Making Persian topicalization being
Base-Generated is another challenge that the present study seeks to investigate.

2.Materials and Methods

This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method and the examples are taken from non-
pro.making Persian topicalized samples. The main purpose of this study is to explain the process of
non-pro.making persian topicalization based on FDG. Since this grammar does not believe in concepts
such as movement, we will seek to explain these tropicalized constituents in their base-generated
positions.

Linguists often agree, citing Greenberg's six-phase typological model (1963), which relies more on
structural criteria, that the unmarked Persian word order is "Subject, Object, Verb". However, the
existence of some structures, such as topicalized constituents, the motive of which can be sought in
pragmatic and functional factors, calls into question the validity of this belief and makes it almost
impossible to determine the absolute Persian word order. Therefore, in this study, the method of
mapping the linguistic elements of sentences containing non-pro.making Persian topicalized
constituents was considered in morphosyntactic templates in four absolute initial, second, medial and
final positions and infinite relative positions used in FDG.

The construction of language in this grammar is considered to be done in four levels: Interpersonal,
Representational, Morphosyntactic and Phonological. This grammar, unlike the Greenberg word order
model (Greenberg, 1963), has a dynamic method of determining the order of constituents. Thus, the
position of any linguistic element in the clause is not predetermined in the sentence structure, but is
determined based on the layer in which it is produced, its functional and semantic role (linguistic
context), and according to other elements in the hierarchy of layers of interpersonal and
representational levels. Therefore, in FDG, instead of the three categories of subject, object, and verb,
the concepts of actor, undergoer, and predicate, respectively, determine the word order of the
languages of the world.

Examining several literatures related to Persian topicalization, evidences were obtained which
show that the reasons presented for the movement of constituents in topicalization process are not able
to justify and explain the arrangement of such structures. Therefore, the present paper attempts to
present contradictory inferences in justifying the process of topicalization, which violate those
emphasizing the movement of constituents in this process . Some are as follows:

In Lambrecht's theory of Information Structure (1996), being a part of the presupposition of the
sentence is the condition required for being located as the topic of a sentence .In other words, that
constituent should be the subject of discussion or the focus. It means that the speaker selects a specific
structure with certain formal characteristics in accordance with the information status in the mind of
the audience and expresses his desired proposition based on it. According to this mechanism, the order
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of constituents is determined based on the information status of the audience (Khormayi & Abbasi,
2014). Considering the above argument, it is inferred that the order of the sentence constituents, is
arranged before the speaker utters a part of the speech. Despite such an argument, however, the theory
still insists on claiming that topicalization is the result of constituent movement. Therefore, we decided
to examine the word order of Persian topicalization process based on FDG mechanisms that does not
believe in the movement of any constituents.

The results of this study indicate that in marked constituents such as non-pro.making topicalization,
, various elements including ,thematic and non-thematic ones and even predicates can be topicalized as
far as the communicative intention of the speaker is concerned. On the other hand, considering that the
topicalized constituent in the interpersonal level based on the principles of FDG is given priority in
entering morphosyntactic templates, non-pro.making topicalization process is not the result of
movement, but the topicalized element is produced in its base-generated position at the beginning of
the sentence. The results also show that FDG is an appropriate and efficient model by referring to the
three principles of iconicity, domain integrity and functional stability in determining the constituent
arrangement of sentences containing non-pro.making topicalized elements from direct objects, indirect
objects and predicates. By investigating the mechanisms of FDG, it was found that this approach is

appropriate in determining the word order of the non-pro.making topicalization process and by
considering the principles of FDG, it was determined that the non-pro.making topicalization is not the
result of movement but the topicalizd constituent, by violating the principles of FDG, is produced in
its original position .

Examining the principles of FDG in other Persian marked and unmarked structures is
recommended for the future studies.
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2. conceptual component
3. grammatical component
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5.output component
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