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Abstract

The present article mainly aims to investigate the process through which
relative clauses appear postverbally and distant from the noun they modify.
To do so, relative clauses are first classified into two categories of Restrictive
(RRC) and Non-restrictive Relative Clauses (NRRC). The article focuses
only on the RRCs given the vastness of the research area. Adopting a non-
movement analysis for postverbal RRCs within Minimalism, arguments
coming from Quantifier Raising and Adjunct Merger are presented to support
the hypothesis that RRCs are adjoined to a copy of the NP they modify after
the latter adjoins to a functional projection in the left periphery to host the
RRC. Furthermore, it is proposed that the head of the aforementioned
fumctional projection may come from the lexicon with an optional strong D
feature ([JuD*]) that triggers the movement of the copy of the source NP. As
such, assuming that we have verb movement in Persian and that complement
clauses in this language move to their surface position within TP to check a
clause type feature, the postverbal RRCs are predicted to follow complement
clauses to give the right relative order of the two postverbal clauses, a
prediction that is borne out. Finally, the restriction on the presence of only
one RRC postverbally is scrutinized in addition to the compulsory postverbal
appearance of RRCs in certain structures.

relative clause, complement clause, copy of source NP, functional projection,
adjunction
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1.Introduction

Relative clauses have been traditionally categorized under two types of Restrictive (defining)
and Non-restrictive (non-defining) ones. The first category is believed to provide essential
information and restrict the NP being described. On the contrary, non-restrictive relative
clauses, sometimes refered to as appositives, provide further, supplementary information
which is not necessary for the detection of the noun being described.

There are conditions when a resrictive relative clause appears postverbally and far from the
noun it modifies. Conventionally, this phenomenon is named Extraposition. So far, many
attempts have been made by a number of linguists to investigate and depict a clear image of
the process. While many assume that a relative clause moves from its merging spot within a
noun phrase and adjoins a maximal projection, others propose that a relative clause is in fact
late-merged postverbally and comes into a modification relation with the noun it modifies.
Focusing on restrictive relative clauses in Persian, this paper investigates the process
responsible for their appearance postverbally within the framework of Minimalism and
through adopting a late-merge analysis.

2. Literature Review

Many linguists have attempted to sketch the procedure through which a restrictive relative
clause appears postverbally and far from the noun it modifies. Baltin (1981,2006), for
instance, proposes that constituents extracted from the subject and the object position adjoin
the TP and the VP respectively. According to Ross (1967), restrictive relative clauses move
out from their base position and attach to the right side of the first cyclic node, whereas from
Overfelt’s (2015) viewpoint, they are base-generated host-externally, in an adjunct position of
the verbal spine, and far from the noun phrase they modify. Karimi (2001) also scrutinizes the
pertinent mechanism claiming that all the constituents of a sentence move to higher functional
projections stranding the relative clause following the verb. In addition, Mahmoodi
(2013,2015) proposes an extraposition anlaysis of this phenomenon, believing that postverbal
appearance of two restrictive relative clauses is licensed as long as one of them adjoins the TP
and the other the FocP.

All these propsals, for one reason or another, fail to explain the the data presented and
investigated in this article. In fact, the puzzle of postverbal appearance of restrictive relative
clauses remains unsolved in some examples where the present article makes an effort to
provide convincing arguments to help resolve the puzzle.

3. Methodology

In this article a descriptive-analytic method is employed to support our proposal within the
framework of Minimalism.

4. Results

The present article reviewed various proposals in the literature for the construction under
discussion and incorporated Fox & Nissenbaum's (1999) argument to illustrate that a host-
external attitude towards postverbal restrictive relative clauses seems to depict an image of the
mechanism engaged efficiently. It was proposed that the functional projections between TP
and CP host a copy of the source NP, with which the relative clause would merge later.
Another issue which was discussed in this article was complement clauses and their position,
in relation to restrictive relative clauses, as they also happen to emerge postverbally. It was
hypothesized that the movement of the copy of the source NP is triggered by the optional
(uD*) on the head of functional projections. Moreover, this feature was predicted to be
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obligatory in the structures where the relative clause must be in a postverbal position in order
to give the right linear order. In the end, the rationale behind the ambiguity of some structures
was investigated and the indefiniteness of the source NPs present in the sentence was
introduced as the reason.

5. Conclusion

We conclude that among the approaches and analyses proposed for the postverbal restrictive
relative clauses, a host-external viewpont fits to explain the syntactic reason and mechanism
involved.
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1. clause-type
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(17)  a. Who; did Mary see [a (good) picture of t;]?
b.?? Who; did Mary see [the (best) picture of t;]?

1. Fiengo and Higginbotham
2. definite
3. indefinite
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