T'he University of

I'ehran Press

Public Law Studies Quarterly Ovline1SSN:2423-8139
Volume: 55, Issue: 1

Homepage: http:/jplsq.ut.ac.ir Spring 2025

The Feasibility of Achieving ""Direct Democracy"" in the Era of the

Seyyed MohammadReza Mottaghit

Fourth Industrial Revolution

| Hassan Khosravi?>®

Bijan Abdolkarimi®™ | Bijan Abbasi* ™ | Ehsan Aghamohammadaghai®

1. PhD student in Public law, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, lran.
Email: mohammadreza.mottaghi@iranian.ac.ir

2. Corresponding Author; Professor, Department of Public Law, Payam Noor University, Tehran,
Iran. Email: h.khosravi@pnu.ac.ir

3. Associate Prof., Department of Philosophy, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran. Email: abdolkarimil2@gmail.com

4. Prof., Department of law, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran. Email: babbasi@ut.ac.ir

5. Associate Prof., Department of law, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: e.aaghmohammadaghaee@iau.tnb.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

The confrontation between the two theories of direct and indirect
democracy is one of the contentious topics surrounding democratic
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implementation models. In direct democracy, citizens exclusively have
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the right to enact laws. In contrast, the idea of indirect democracy claims
that due to citizens' ignorance and the high costs associated with directly
consulting them in any matter, representatives can better fulfill this
responsibility. The arguments for the latter have gained more traction
due to a closer connection to reality (at least until now); however, with
the extensive changes brought about by technological advancements
known as the Fourth Industrial Revolution, the possibility of altering
these assumptions seems plausible. In this context, the present paper,

seeks to answer the question: how the achievements of the Fourth
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Industrial Revolution can help address the gaps in the idea of direct
democracy? This research suggests that if the predictions are realized,
access for the general public will become much easier and less costly,
and even with the help of new technologies, citizens' preferences can be
extracted without direct consultation. Additionally, with the assistance of
artificial intelligence, it is expected that the general public will have an
even greater ability to participate in drafting programs or selecting
proposals that align with their desired interests; developments that
effectively negate the advantages of the indirect democracy concept.
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1. Industrial revolution
2. Technological revolution
3. Information and Communication Revolution
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1. Karl Heinrich Marx
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1. Machine learning/ML
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1. Quantum computer
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3. Borealis
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1. Metaverse

2. Cyber security
3. Authentication
4. Blockchain
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1. Ross Perot

2. Technocrat

3. National Laboratory of Technical Communication, University of Athens

4. Access to Public Information: A Key to Economic Growth and Electronic Democracy, Stockholm,
27-28 June 1996.
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