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Metafiction is a post-modern narrative method in which the author tries to
show its fictionality and story-likeness in different ways and reduce his
god-like authority in narrating the events of the story. In this narrative
method, the author avoids the rules of traditional and classic narration and
highlights the artificiality of the story with metafictional techniques. This
method of narration was also noticed by the writers of Arabic literature
and many writers created famous meta-stories with this method of
narration. Amjad Nasser, a Jordanian writer, is also one of the authors
who used the metafictional technique in the novel "Hona Al Warde".
Therefore, the present research has analyzed the application of the
metafiction narrative method in the mentioned novel with a descriptive-
analytical and statistical method and stated the author's goals of using this
narrative method. Based on the findings of the research, with the help of
metafictional techniques such as short connection, criticism of the story
and reference to the way of writing the story, combining genres and styles
and the uncertainty and multi-completion of the story, Nasser highlights
the constructedness of his novel and with his interventions and
metafictional comments, the imaginary world It connects the story and the
world of reality and gives the reader an active role in the narrative process.

Metafiction, metafictional techniques, storytelling, Amjad Nasser, Hona
Alwarde.
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Introduction

Postmodern writers created new and distinctive works with new and different narrative
methods from classic and modern novels, in which attention was paid to the relationship
between the structure of the story and the world of reality. "The birth of postmodernism was
synonymous with the definitive death of the half-life body of the author, and in fact, it was the
completion of the process announced by Roland Barthes. If before and during the period of
modernism, the reader participated in the meaning of the text, in the postmodern era, the
characters also interfere in determining the course of the story and direct the story to a
direction that is not his will" (Yazdanjo, 2014: 145-123). The reader also somehow plays a
role in the formation of the novel. One of the postmodern narrative methods is metafiction, in
which the author tries to highlight the artificiality of the novel and make the reader understand
that this novel is the creation of his mind, to challenge his mind and discover the connection
between the world inside the story and the outside world. . The postmodern trend entered
Arabic literature as well, and Arab writers wrote works based on the principles of Western
postmodern novels and used the narrative style of metafiction in their stories. Amjad Nasser, a
Jordanian poet, and writer, is one of the post-modern writers who avoids the usual and classic
narrative methods and uses the meta-narrative method to portray the atmosphere of Arab
countries when leftist and Marxist ideas prevailed over the revolutionary struggles. The novel
"Hona Al-Warda" is Nasser's famous novel, which was nominated for the Booker World Prize
in 2018, and in which it narrates the life events of one of the left-wing fighters named
"Younes Al-Khatat". In this novel, many features of metafiction appear, so this research tries
to investigate the goals of using the metafiction narrative method in the novel "Hona Alvarda”
and explain how the world of the story is connected with the outside world. Considering that
the theme of this novel is placed in the framework of the Arab-Islamic awakening category
and metaphorically and ironically refers to the revolutionary currents in Arab countries,
especially the resistance of Hezbollah in Lebanon, therefore, studying the narrative structure
of this novel can identify the political, intellectual and The Middle East region's society
should help and be effective in strengthening the ideas of resistance.

Methodology

metafiction is a novel that the author explicitly mentions as fake. "Superstition turns to
artifacts to raise questions about the relationship between fiction and reality”. In these novels,
the author does not have the authority of the author of classic novels and sometimes it is
included in the text of the story. The postmodern writer calls the author's comments and
interventions "metafictional comments™ and "metafictional conversations” addressed to the
reader.

Findings

The novel "Hona Al Warde" is an original metafiction that Amjad Nasser, by violating the
norms of traditional story writing and with the help of metafictional techniques such as short-
circuiting, criticism of the story and its writing style, combining genres and styles and
uncertainty, implements the narrative method of metafiction in this novel. he does.

Discussion and results

With his sudden entry into the world of the story and addressing the reader directly, Nasser
creates a connection between the message, the sender of the message, and the receiver of the
message and connects the imaginary world of the story and the outside world and gives the
reader an important role in the process of creating the story grants. With his comments, he
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mixes the boundaries of reality and fantasy so that they cannot be separated, and by doing
this, he emphasizes to the reader that this story and its characters and events are all made up
by his mind and do not appear in the real world in this way. By referring to the style of
writing his story, Nasser shows that the events of the real world can become a story, but in the
novel "Hona Alwarde" he does not seek to discover a specific reality, but the reality is
something created by the audience's mind and literary ability The power of his interpretation.
By combining literary criticism and using critical terms, she increases the self-awareness of
the text of her novel, and by mixing her awareness of literary criticism with the creative
imagination of the story maker, she strengthens her Fardastan narrative style. With the vague,
metaphorical, and ambiguous title of the novel, and the creation of surreal spaces and
ambiguity in the history of the characters, Nasser creates many possibilities and hypotheses in
the mind of the audience and causes there is no certainty in the level of narration and narrating
the events of the story, and he with unexpected events It surprises the reader and leaves him in
doubt until the end of the story. By placing an open ending and uncertainty about the fate of
the characters in the story, especially Yunus, he multiplies this uncertainty and puts the
audience in front of many questions and allows him to rely on his imagination and literary
ability to The novel "Hona Alwarde" imagines an ending or endings and in this way
strengthens the meaning of the novel and shows its fakeness to the audience.
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