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Article Info Abstract

Based on the documents left from the Sassanid period, such as inscriptions, seals
Article Type: and Pahlavi texts, it is clear to us that the choice of compound names for cities was
Research Article very common in this era. The evidence shows that the names of Sassanid Iranian

cities, which were chosen in compound form, were composed of two or three
) ) words and even more. In this period of history and a lot earlier than in addition to
Article History: the names of cities, Iranians followed this naming method in various social,
political and even military matters. The interest in choosing compound names was
such that the Sasanians used compound names even for their children. We observe
that due to the importance of the tradition of urban planning in the Sassanid era
and the issue of naming those cities, the Sassanid emperors used their own names
) to name newly founded cities. This issue in itself led to the discovery of new
In Revised Form: compound words in the Sasanian era, which investigating them opens another
7, December, 2019 window for researchers to study Sasanian history. In this way, the chosen name
was a combined name, one of which was the name of the king who built that city.
It is because of this naming method that the compound names of many cities from
Accepted: the Sassanid era have remained today. Now, by examining the abbreviated signs of
8, December, 2019 the compound names of the cities that remain in the Sassanid mosques, and also
matching them with the Sasanian inscriptions, seals, and Pahlavi texts that contain
the full form of these cities with compound names, we will obtain the abbreviated
signs of these names and also We will identify their geographical location
precisely. The research on this issue will also show that a compound name
consisting of two, three or even four words was used for the purpose of political
propaganda of kings in the form of an abbreviated name in introducing the names
of cities. In this article, we will introduce the compound names, the reason for their
occurrence, and the way to abbreviate them.
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1.Introduction

Historical documents such as inscriptions, beads, and Pahlavi texts show that it has been very common
to choose compound names for cities in During the Sassanid era, The evidence indicates that the
names of the cities consisted of two or three words and even more during the Sassanid period. Besides
the names of cities, Iranians also used this method in naming other aspects such as social, political and
military. Therefore, if today we have compound names of cities in our documents, it was because this
method was popular in the Sasanian period.

Based on the above Contents, the researcher of this research looking for an answer to this question:

what was the motivation of the Sassanians to choose compound names for cities? Because
undoubtedly such a choice cannot be without reason. Another question here is: how it is possible to
identify the compound abbreviated names of mints on coins. Because how can the name of a city be
written with three or more words in the limited space of a coin?
In order to answer the above questions, first, it should be clear to us what was the reason and
motivation of compound names for cities. The reasons for such a choice are undoubtedly directly
related to the historical events of that time. The second problem of this research, which is the
investigation of abbreviations on coins, is more important than the first problem. Because, for
example, the abbreviation DYWAW written on the Cheju coin is a secret for researchers, so knowing
it is important.

These surveys identify newer mints in the Sassanid era, as far as possible, add other cities to the
number of mints that have been known so far.

The importance of this article is that until today no research has been done in this direction that the
compound names of coin producing cities are known as mints.

If there has been any research on this matter, it is the only case that the numismatists wrote only the
name on the coins in a table and They did not say what city it is, although they have written
suggestions for a few cases, for example, the sign AYL represented the city of Iran-Asan-Kar-Quad.
Now the problem is: How can we find out the long names of cities from the short words on the coins?
Also, which king gave the name of this city? Why is the name of a city composed of several words? In
which region is that city geographically located? And finally, what was that city engaged in during the
Sassanid period?

Examining each of these issues will show that there is an interesting connection between the names
of different cities and historical events in each of these cities during the Sasanian period.

The method of research about the topics of this article is as follows: First, all documents related to the
Sassanid period are known to be written in the Sassanid Pahlavi script After that, by reading the
Sassanid Pahlavi script, the compound names of the cities are extracted from these documents.
Currently, in the inscriptions and seals left from the Sassanid period, there are compound names of the
cities, which are usually called Rika Ghislen and Philippe Gineau. Therefore, they can be matched
with the abbreviations engraved on the coin to understand the compound city names. Also, by
studying the historical event of the kings in whose mosques these abbreviated hames are mentioned,
we can get the motivation of naming the cities and their type of activity.

Evidences and reports indicate that the motive of naming compound cities is directly related to the
historical events of the related kings.

In this research, compound names are found in Sassanid mosques, which are inserted in the form of
abbreviated names. And it makes the list of compound names used in the coins clear, which has not
been done in any mint so far.

Of course, this does not mean that the names of the cities of all abbreviations have been found, but
some abbreviations such as WYHC are still ambiguous among numismatists and various opinions
have been expressed about it. As mentioned, the identification of new compound names led to the
recognition of more mints in this direction, some of which were not known in numismatics until now.
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Also, the abbreviations written on the back of the coins as the name of the mint by Sassanid engravers,
were registered with composite names that were obtained from inscriptions, seals and Pahlavi texts,
and this is unprecedented. In fact, these signs have been identified and recorded with reference to
Sasanian seals.
The result of this research is: the compound names chosen for the cities were never without reasons
and these reasons were important for the kings. Because on the other hand, the builder of the city
sought to put his name on the city to express that he is the developer of that city and on the other hand,
he wanted to rule his ideas and ideology in the city. All these factors were involved in compound
naming of a city, and these reasons were political and propaganda.
Also, more important than these cases are the publication of relatively long compound names, which
should be published by numismatists at the mint throughout the internal and external borders of Iran.
Therefore, in general, the research conducted on the names of compound cities, which consist not
only of two words, but also of three or four words, made it clear to us which city the abbreviated name
on the coin belongs to Also, in which geographical region is that city located and what is the reason
and motivation for this compound name for each city.
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In the above table, the geographical location of a number of compound place names
of Sasanid mints is presented with reference to the research of Rika Gizlen (Gyselen,
2002:208- 212)
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