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This article discusses the Sasanian clay seal in Pahlavi script from the private
collection of Mojtaba Zadeh-Khorasani. The first seal refers to the position of
"Ostandar (Governor) of Marvrud." Previously, Rika Gyselen introduced
seals from Saeedi collection in London in 2002, including two statistical
seals for the cities of Herat-Marv and Marvrud, and a Amargar seal of
Marvrud and Balkh. Considering that the Amargar officer held a position
within a ostan (province) during the Sasanian era, Gyselen suggested the
possibility of Marvrud being a province. Later, in 2015, by studying a newly
discovered seal previously introduced by Gignoux, Gyselen proved that
Marvrud was indeed a ostan. With the introduction of the discussed clay seal
in the present study, it is revealed for the first time that Marvrud ostan also
included the title of "Ostandar" within its region. The second seal depicts a
dormant lion, which has a faded inscription. The third seal, known as the seal
of shahed (witness), including the words "Mogh™ and "Rast". The clay seal
appears that belong to Kavad | era or the period of Khusrow | in the 6th
century AD. Considering the significance of Marvrud as a military command
center, it is highly likely that Marvrud was designated as an ostan during the
reforms of Khusrow I, and also according to the fact, it included an Ostandar
position.
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1.ntroduction

The seals and clay seals from the Sasanian period, with their diverse patterns and inscriptions in
Sasanian Pahlavi script, are among the historical documents and artifacts that have provided valuable
information about the Sasanian era to researchers. Numerous examples of these seals and their
impressions on clay seal have been introduced, which are preserved in major museums around the
world and private collections. These seals, based on the translation of their inscriptions, belong to
various individuals who served in the Sasanian administrative system. Therefore, studying these
artifacts can provide important information about administrative positions, specific names, city names,
officials in cities, common geographical divisions, and many other aspects. This article introduces, for
the first time, a Sasanian clay seal that is held in the private collection of Mr. Mojtaba Zadeh-
Khorasani in Iran. This clay seal consists of three seal impressions. The first seal impression is the
largest, and the other two are smaller. The first seal impression has an inscription in Sasanian Pahlavi
script that reads: "The Governor (Ostandar) of Marvrud." Previously, Rika Gyselen introduced two
official seals titled "Amargar" for the cities of Herat-Marv and Marvrud, as well as an Amargar seal
for Marvrud and Balkh in 2002. Since the Amargar held a position within a province during the
Sasanian era, Gyselen suggested that Marvrud might have been a province. Later, in 2015, she proved
the provincial status of Marvrud through a new reading of a seal previously introduced by Philippe
Gignoux. With the introduction of the discussed clay seal in this article, it is revealed for the first time
that Marvrud had a governorship position within its sub-province. It is worth mentioning that
according to the Pahlavi text "Shahrestanha-ye Iran-Shahr," the city of Marvrud was built in the 5th
century AD during the reign of King Bahram V (rule: 421-439 AD) of the Sasanian dynasty. This city
played an important role in the political developments of Sasanian Iran's eastern borders during the
reign of Bahram V and his successors, including Yazdgird Il (rule: 439-457 AD), Peroz (rule: 459-484
AD), and later during the reign of Khosrow Parviz (rule: 590-628 AD) and the last king of this
dynasty, Yazdgird Il (rule: 633-651 AD), becoming a major battleground between the Sasanians and
invading nomadic tribes.

After the defeat of the last Sassanian king and the conquest of these regions by the
Hephthalites/Hephthalians, Iran's control over these territories was revived during the early Islamic
period and the reign of his successor, Khosrow Anushirvan. Therefore, the study of these seals and
Sasanian clay seals can complement the data of written historical texts, including Armenian texts,
Syriac Christian texts, and Islamic texts. These seals and clay seals provide important information
about the administrative structure, geographical divisions, positions, and ranks within the Sasanian
Empire, which can be valuable for researchers. Investigating the functions of the city of Marvrud as
the center of a province poses challenges due to the lack of historical and geographical documents
from the Sasanian era. However, if we understand the common geographical divisions in the early
Islamic centuries as a continuation of the geographical tradition in the Sasanian era, we may be able to
roughly determine which cities were located in the geographical region of the Marvrud province. Ibn
Khordadbeh, a geographer from the 3AH century, listed all the settlements between the cities of Marv
Shahgan and Takhiristan. Some of the cities mentioned in this list have Islamic names (such as Kakh-e
Ahnaf bin Qais and Mahdi-Abad and Yahya-Abad), and it is unlikely that they have ancient origins.
However, other cities mentioned in this list, such as Dastgerd and Shapurghan, can be considered as
places with a historical background dating back to the Sasanian period. Therefore, the Marvrud
province during the Sasanian period could have been a region with cities that included some of the
cities mentioned in Ibn Khordadbeh's list. Marquart, referring to the Pahlavi text "Shahrestanha-ye
Iranshahr" which emphasizes the construction of Marvrud by Bahram V in the 5th century AD, states
that the borders of Sasanian Iran in this period only reached Talghan in the north. This fact is also
confirmed by Syriac bishops. As a result, with the loss of these territories during the reign of the
victorious king, the areas belonging to the Iranian territory, including Marv, Abarshahr, Gorgan,
Herat, Badghis, Sistan, and Marvrud, were lost. The second seal impression depicts the role of a lion,
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elongated towards the right. At first glance, it appears that this seal impression lacks an inscription, but
with closer examination, one can identify faint remnants of two Pahlavi letters in front of the lion's
face (at 4 and 5 o'clock). The lion motif is one of the most commonly seen designs on Sasanian seals,
and numerous examples of it can be observed in the collection of Sasanian clay seals discovered at
Takht-e Suleiman and the Qasr-i Abu nasr.
The third seal impression is the smallest seal impression observed on this clay seal. This seal
impression can be referred to as the seal impression of the witness. It consists of a Pahlavi script
written with larger letters in the central part and two other inscriptions on the margins. This inscription
can be read as follows:
mgwh /rast

righteous mug
Gignoux lists similar words derived from the combination of the word "rast" are listed, and most of
them are read on Sasanian seals. Based on common practice and data from sources such as the book
"Matigan-i Hazar Dadistan," the widespread use of seals and the establishment of administrative
positions related to the reign of the two Sasanian kings, Kavad I/Qobad I and Khosrow Anushirvan,
have been determined. Therefore, the antiquity of Sasanian seals and clay seals is dated back to the 6th
century AD. Thus, the clay seal introduced in this article proves that it dates back to the 6th century
AD and the reign of Kavad I/Qobad I, or more likely, the reforms carried out during the reign of
Khosrow Anushirvan. It is suggested that the city of Marvrud, along with its functions, which can be
reconstructed based on geographical data from the Islamic period, was introduced as a province, and a
governor with the title of "Ostandar" ruled over it. This action may indicate the special attention of the
Sasanian kings (Kavad | and Khosrow 1) to the eastern regions of the Sasanian Empire.
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Figure 1: The Sassanid clay seal and three impressions on it, courtesy of Mojtaba
Zadeh-Khorasani/ dimensions: diameter: 3.9 cm - 3.5 cm

<« O (d) ,

(SLlposls (wome | (Hb) S p Jsl e 51 b ¥ g
Figure 2: The design of the first impression, designed by Mojtaba Zadeh-Khorasani.
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Figure 3: The impression of the first seal
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Figure 5: The map of Khorasan from Askal ul-Alam (4th A.H.). The name of
Marvrud is located in the central part of the map (Anvari 1390: 96).
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Figure 6: Two Pahlavi letters (ML) are in the central part of the first seal.
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Figure 7: The second seal impression.
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