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Patricia Crone and John V. Tolan represent two directions in Islamic studies,
extremism and traditionalism. Extremism revolved around negating the credibility of
the resources of Islamic history and endeavoring to reshape and rewrite Stratu Rasiili
I-Lah (PBUH) and the accurate history of Islam by making reference to non-Islamic
historical resources. On the other hand, The fundamentals of their rival stream viz
traditionalism include trusting and believing in the credibility of the resources of
Islamic history, assigning historical centrality for the accounts across the history of
Islam. From the 1970s onward, the Revisionist school of Islamic studies replaced the
extremist campaign and tried to extend the foundations of extremism that Patricia
Crone’s Hagarism: The Making of the Islamic World(Written in collaboration with
Michael Cook), is one of the results of this skepticism and the extremism of the
revisionists. On the other hand, as a way of responding to the efforts and extremist
actions of the revisionists, traditionalists reacted scientifically, and John Tolan’s
Faces of Muhammad: Western Perceptions of the Prophet of Islam from the Middle
Ages to Today, is one of the most remarkable instances. The present study, which
was carried out using a descriptive-analytical methodology by making reference to
library resources, aimed to compare the representation and introduction of Siratu
Rastli I-Lah (PBUH) and the history of Islam in the views of Patricia Crone and
John Tolan according to Hagarism and Faces of Muhammad. The main question of
the study revolved around the similarities and differences between the two books in
terms of representation. The study hypothesized that Hagarism reflected the
Revisionist > skeptical foundations and thoughts, while faces of Muhammad —
despite implicitly approving some of the Revisionist > ideas — adopted a traditional
approach and opposed the opinions propagated by reformists.

Islamic studies, Revisionist and Traditionalist, Siratu Rasiili 1-Lah (PBUH) and the
history of Islam, Patricia Crone, John V. Tolan.
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1.Introduction

Since the inception of Islamic studies in Europe around 9 AD, the field has been characterized by two distinct
currents—extremist and traditionalist—each with its unique approach to research in Islamic studies. The ongoing
scientific confrontations between these currents have persisted to the present day. Beginning in 1970, the
revisionist current diverged from the footsteps of extremism, by manipulating historical narratives , it aimed to
assert cultural and intellectual dominance of the West over the East. This involved discrediting the authenticity
of Islamic historical sources, rewriting and re-representing the prophet’s life and the history of Islam, and
advocating for the removal of sacred and theological aspects from the traditions of Islamic history and the life of
the Messenger of God—effectively promoting secularism in the history of Islam. This marked their efforts to
introduce a new approach to researching Islamic history. The efforts of the revisionist school are evident in
influential works such as "Hagarism" and Patricia Crone's research, representing some of the earliest extreme
endeavors within this school. Concurrently, the traditionalist movement emerged in response, initiating scientific
confrontations to counteract the revisionist trend. Key representatives of this traditionalist movement include
John Tolan and his work, "Faces of Muhammad ".

The current research, conducted through a descriptive-analytical methodology and relying on library sources,
aims to compare how Patricia Crone and John Tolan present the life of the Messenger of God and the history of
Islam in their respective books, "Hagarism" and "Faces of Muhammad.” The primary research question
addresses the similarities and differences in representation between these two works. The underlying hypothesis
posits that "Hagarism" reflects the fundamentals, thought, and skeptical results of the revisionists, while "Faces
of Muhammad" embodies a traditionalist approach, albeit acknowledging some of the revisionists' fundamentals.
2. Research Methodology
In approaching the research, a descriptive-analytical methodology was employed. The analysis delves into the
examination of two books, focusing on uncovering both the similarities and differences in the representation of
the prophet’s life and the history of Islam. The research hones in on six principal axes, exploring both
dimensions of similarity and divergence:
Axes of Similarity:

o Utilization of Non-Islamic Historical Sources

o Blurring Distinctions Between Islam and Other Religions and Islam’s borrowing from other religious

o Skepticism Regarding the Historical accuracy of the Siratu Rasiili I-Lah (PBUH) and History of Islam

Axes of Divergence:

o Critique of Revisionist and Traditionalist Methods and presenting the correct strategy for conducting Islamic
studies.

e Usage of Different Concepts and Terms

¢ Divergent Opinions on the Culture, Civilization, and History of Islam

3. Results

Two primary currents, extremist and traditional, dominate Islamic studies, each conducting research in its unique
manner. Since 1970, the revisionist current has followed the footsteps of extremism, with "Hagarism" being an
early and impactful manifestation of this shift. Conversely, the moderate current, aiming to counter revisionism,
took action, with "Faces of Muhammad" by Tolan considered a representative of this movement. Through the
investigations conducted in this research, it becomes evident that "Hagarism™ embodies elements of extremism
and postmodernism to such an extent that the authors fail to provide scientific documentation for their claims.
The representation of Islamic history and the prophetic life in this book appears chaotic and disorderly. In
contrast, "Faces of Muhammad" presents a more coherent and logical representation, following a straight line.
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