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Popular music can be a venue where the demands of
society are revealed, especially the trends of the youth.
Therefore, studying this type of music from different angles,
apart from the analysis of musical issues related to it, gives
the possibility of revealing many of the internal events of
a particular society at a particular time. In addition to its
broad musical characteristics and styles, popular music
is one of the important manifestations of social changes.
The other two branches of music, classical and folk music,
with all the different titles such as scholarly/serious/artistic
for the former, and folk for the latter, are due to their
stability/limitations, as they should be, they cannot provide
researchers with the possibility of studying the fluid and
cultural conditions of society. The bias of active currents of
a society towards a particular style or genre of music often
indicates the existence of some tendencies and desires in
the society which are not necessarily expressed directly.
Some of these tendencies can be expressed or satisfied
through popular music. After all, popular music makes
it possible to create criteria for distinguishing between
elite and popular culture. Considering the increase in the
tendency towards Anglo-American popular music styles
in Iran, the overall goal of this research is to analyze the
cultural foundations of the acceptability/unacceptability
of Anglo-American popular music in Iran, through a
multifaceted study that examines the reasons for the
increase in the tendency towards this type of music and
its prevalence. This research focuses on the last few
decades. The types of tendencies of popular music in Iran,
that is, a branch that is derived from and imitates western
popular music, including those from the prominent singers
and groups, from the beginning of this type of music in
Iran. At the beginning, the predominance of Latin and

Eastern European music is studied. A few decades later, an
increasing trend towards Anglo-American music in the late
period, along with the stylistic features of these music, have
been identified and analyzed and classified. To analyze the
causes of these trends, either from the point of view of
melodic quality, with the proximity of Latin and Eastern
European popular music aesthetics to Iranian aesthetics,
or from the perspective of the relationship of lyrics and
music, especially Anglo-American popular music styles in
its adaptation to characteristics of the Persian language.
The issue of imitation, is identified with the initial
appearances of Anglo-American popular music in Iran,
and versus original pieces by Iranian musicians. The main
findings of this research, in addition to identifying many
incompatibilities of Anglo-American music in melodic and
verbal fields with the aesthetics of Iranian music, indicate
the increasing tendency of musicians and audiences
towards Anglo-American popular music, especially
in terms of content, as well as the ability to provide the
possibility of trans-regional exchanges.
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