ADAB-E-ARABI
(Arabic Literature) (Scientific)

Online ISSN: 2676-4105

University of Tehran Prees

http://jalit.ut.ac.ir

Representaion of Social Actors in Lutfiya Al Dulaimi's Novel " Sayyidat Zuhal "
through Theo van Leeuwen's Critical Discourse Approach

Sepideh Bagheri Ozan ', Ali Sayadani "~ ™2, Parviz Ahmadzadeh Houch "=’ * | Abdolahad Gheibi " *
1.Ph.D. Candidate in Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences,
Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: bagherisepideh74@gmail.com
2.Corresponding Author, Associate Professor in Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature
and Human Sciences, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: a.sayadani@azaruniv.ac.ir
3.Associate Professor in Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences,
Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: ac.ahmadzadeh@azaruniv.ac.ir
4.Professor in Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, Azarbaijan

Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: Abdolahad@azaruniv.ac.ir

Article Ifo

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Araticle

Article History:
Received:

23, October, 2023

In Revised Form:
7, January, 2024

Accepted:
17, January, 2023

Published onlin:
21, October, 2024

Keywords:

Critical discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary method that seeks to uncover
concealed power dynamics, hegemony, social inequalities, and ideological
processes through language analysis, focusing on structures beyond individual
sentences. Within this field, van Leeuwen's framework is a fundamental
approach that emphasizes the role of social actors in manifesting underlying
discourses. This framework comprises two main components: exclusion and
inclusion, each encompassing various subcategories. "Sayyidat Zuhal" is a
renowned literary work by the contemporary Iraqi writer, exploring political
and social issues in Iraq over recent decades. This descriptive-analytical study
examines the novel using van Leeuwen's framework's sociosemantic aspects
to illustrate how the author presents her ideology by introducing the novel's
characters. The findings of this study indicate that the representation of social
actors in "Sayyidat Zuhal" is influenced by Al Dulaimi's intellectual and
social perspectives. In the novel, women are portrayed as active and dynamic
agents, while male figures are depicted as passive and negatively valued,
reflecting Al Dulaimi's feminist ideologies. Furthermore, the Baath Party,
American forces, and Takfiri groups have become active due to their
extensive crimes against the Iraqi people and their significant role within the
tumultuous Iraqi context.

Critical discourse analysis, van Leeuwen's approach, Social actors, Lutfiya Al
Dulaimi, "Sayyidat Zuhal".
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1.Introduction

Literature acts as a powerful medium for reflecting the prevailing conditions within society and
has consistently been shaped by social realities. The novel, as one of the most significant
literary forms, is influenced by the circumstances of nations and serves to depict the truths of
society. Given that these realities arise from the political environment, political themes often
take center stage in many novels, with elements of politics manifesting both directly and
indirectly within the narrative. When a novel incorporates a political theme, it adopts a political
character, allowing the author to express political ideas or critique political figures through
storytelling. In Iraq, the practice of novel writing is closely intertwined with social changes,
such that the historical and political events of the country, which have significantly impacted the
lives and destinies of its people, are reflected in its literature. These events often become central
themes in the works of many authors.

Lutfiya Al Dulaimi, a prominent Iraqi writer, skillfully weaves political themes into her novel
entitled "Sayyidat Zuhal" (Saturn Ladies), where she endeavors to recreate and reinterpret Iraq's
history over the past few decades. Furthermore, this author, who approaches her narrative from
a feminist perspective, addresses women's issues and highlights the various challenges faced by
Arab women in contemporary society.

Van Leeuwen's model of social actor representation stands as a critical approach within
discourse analysis, introducing sociological and semantic components that reveal how meaning
and truth are subtly embedded in texts. This analytical method, which consists of components
related to exclusion and inclusion, investigates how authors present their objectives through
various representation techniques. Therefore, examining "Sayyidat Zuhal" within the framework
of Van Leeuwen's theory and determining the representation of actors in the discourse can
significantly aid in uncovering the underlying ideology present in the text while clarifying the
author's intentions.

Methodology

This descriptive and analytical study employs Van Leeuwen's critical discourse approach to
closely examine Lutfiya Al Dulaimi's novel "Sayyidat Zuhal." The objective is to uncover how
the author conveys her ideology through the introduction and portrayal of characters in this
narrative. After outlining the components of Van Leeuwen's model, the research selects phrases
that contain ideological significance for in-depth analysis. This study seeks to address the
following critical questions:

1) Which components of Van Leeuwen's model are utilized in "Sayyidat Zuhal"?

2) How does Al Dulaimi reflect her intellectual and social perspectives through discourse-based
components?

Results

An examination of the representation of social actors in "Sayyidat Zuhal" reveals that the use of
these components serves the author's worldview. Dulaimi strives to depict the political and
social realities of Iraq during the Ba'ath regime, as well as the tumultuous years of the American
invasion, alongside the subsequent challenges that arose. The novel vividly portrays the impact
of war on people's lives, including the social and psychological consequences such as
displacement, migration, civilian casualties, and the overall lack of human security. It also
addresses critical issues like torture and violence against women, gender discrimination, and the
emotional turmoil of homesickness. The author adopts a feminine perspective, emphasizing the
suffering endured by women in the context of Iraq's occupation. From the writer's viewpoint,
women have been the most adversely affected by these events, bearing the brunt of the violence
and instability.

Conclusion

In "Sayyidat Zuhal," female actors are prominently featured, and their identities are often
represented through various components such as activation, differentiation, nomination,
appraisement, Individualization, Collectivization, and Genericization. This representation aims
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to emphasize their significance within the narrative. Female characters are depicted as active
participants alongside men in significant social activities, suggesting that the author advocates
for gender equality and recognizes women as essential and active contributors to society. In
contrast to the prominence of female characters, male actors are portrayed passively and with
negative appraisement, reflecting the author's feminist perspective. Additionally, components
such as activation, appraisement, differentiation, and Categorization are employed to represent
non-self groups, including the Ba'ath Party, American occupiers, and Takfiri factions.
Throughout the novel, Al Dulaimi describes these groups with negative attributes while
positively representing the Iraqi nation, aiming to influence readers' perceptions and encourage
them to condemn these out-groups.
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1. Passivation
2. Subjection
3. Beneficialisation
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1. Personalization

2. Impersonalization
3. Determination

4. Indetermination
5. Association

6. Dissociation
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5. Semiformalization
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1. Informalization
2. Titulation

3. Detitulation

4. Honorification
5. Affiliation
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1. Categorization
2. Functionalization
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3. Relational identification
4. Physical identification
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1. Inversion

2. Symbolization
3. Connotation
4. Distillation

5. Anachronism
6. Deviation
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1. Abstraction
2. Objectivation
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1. Spatialization

2. Instrumentalization

3. Utterance autonomization
4. Somatization
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