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Abstract 
The ups and downs of the subject and the limits of its authority and 
possibility due to its comprehensive impact on human society have long 
been and will be the subject of countless philosophical debates. Humanities 
thinkers have theorized in a wide range from absolute agency to absolute 
deprivation of authority in this field, and between the two spectrums, each 
claiming exclusive possession of truth, several philosophical theories claim 
to have a more moderate and closer understanding of the subject's reality and 
its relation to the world. 

This article seeks to answer the question about the position and role of 
the subject -in terms of influence on or influence from- in relation to 
structure from the perspective of genetic structuralism and therefore seeks to 
understand why and how the subject's agency in this theory that was 
proposed in the field of sociology and critique Literature by the Romanian 
thinker Lucien Goldmann and can present itself as one of the practical 
theories in this field. 

Goldmann's genetic structuralism was based on two basic components. 
The first is the theory of structuralism, which has its roots in Ferdinand de 
Saussure's views on structural linguistics, as well as the schools of linguistics 
in Prague, Moscow, and Copenhagen and the second part of it was a theory 
based on historical evolution and the flow of evolution, which based on the 
ideas of Georg Wilhelm, Friedrich Hegel, Friedrich Nietzsche, Sigmund 
Freud, Karl Marx, and Georg Lukacs, and so on. 

Using a historical method and library resources based on the concepts of 
genetic structuralist theory, this article will deal with the evolution of the 
concept of subject in the subject-structure duality from before Kant until the 
introduction of Genetic structuralism and follows this path from absolute 

agency to the denial of the subject's agency and seeks to argue that in the 
transition from structuralism to poststructuralism, the dialectical field of 
 Genetic  structuralism combines  Lukacs's sociological theory  with Piaget's t  

                                                           
*How to Cite: Sona Qajar. (2024, Winter) “Roots of the “Subject” in Genetic Structuralism,” 

Faslnāmeh-ye siyāsat (Politics Quarterly) 53, 4: 709-735, <DOI:10.22059/JPQ.2024.243621. 
1007157>. 
Manuscript received: 13 October 2017; final revision received: 21 January 2024; accepted: 11 
March 2024, published online: 12 March 2024. 

           © 2023 by the University of Tehran. Published by the University of Tehran Press 



 

psychological theory, using the legacy of thinkers such as Hegel and Freud, 
Nietzsche, etc. and seek to find a middle way to liberate the subject while 
accepting the influence of structural constraints. 

Using the main and basic elements of structuralist theory and at the same 
time understanding its weaknesses, Goldmann tried to save this theory from 
stagnation, inflexibility and inefficiency in explaining historical changes and 
developments by applying the theory of historical evolution in structuralism 
that increases its ability to explain social phenomena, and in this way, by 
adding the concept of “Genesis” to structuralist theory, it tries to understand 
the dynamics of subject-structure and objective products of this relation. In 
Goldmann's theory, among these objective manifestations, literary creation is 
emphasized in particular. 

 In an attempt to understand human and social phenomena in general and 
cultural creations in particular, Goldmann borrows certain macro-analytic 
categories (such as wholeness, worldview, form, transcendental agent, 
possible consciousness, and object consciousness) from Lukacs and 
combines with a series of anthropological and positivistic categories derived 
from Piaget (such as meaningful structure, function, the process of 
construction and deconstruction, the epistemological loop of subject and 
object, and equilibrium). 

Genetic structuralism sees literary creation as the product and creation of 
the transcendental agent, which is represented in this form by the author who 
represents it. The meaningful structure of a literary creation is dialectically 
related to the mental structure of this transcendental actor while This mental 
structure itself is in a dialectical relationship with the political, social and 
economic structure and is constantly evolving and changing in the 
continuous cycle of construction-deconstruction. For Goldmann, structures 
have no idealistic or neo-Kantian element, and it is man who acts 
collectively and along class lines to create or change these structures, so 
structures have no non-historical and therefore non-functional properties and 
do not need to be analyzed by metaphysical levels. 
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"�QQC)Basil,1999:235 .(  #QQW<O ^QQ�c�7 #QQ$��� �3	�M&��N���+QQ�  E�QQ0~a�I��QQ� �  =�I�	&�QQ

=M	K+����+���+3    "�QC K+Q�+>&�% �Q����  Q;97 s�+�	 � �3	�M&��N�� �L��
�% ()Moeini 

Alamdari,2001:204.(            &	�Q_ ��	 <'!Q3 �	 �3	�M&��N���+� � �3	�M&��N�� S@�L  � &" ���
       #C *��u	 B�� &" #>  <�L�M *"�C �L�>��   � 3 � #��3	�M&��N�� ��]�7         D4Q7 � ���Q'�O	 E�0

�7 E	�C �!�� *�<e'0 (*R S3 97 � S�'B��97  �"�C St�_ �0&��N�� E	�C � <<>.  B% �M B����
  #>  ��&�C          *R &" �G�� H�9]� K;L � E� �<3��7 �3	�M&��N�� #3�F�  A	 0	 ,	   BQ3	 ��Q@	

   (H�	 #���%     "&	" &	�_ "	�L	 B3	 ��%, &" .   #!3 �	 ��YZ7 HT7 E�    #C � #��3	�M&��N�� E�0   #:Q�	�
   �C �3�<
R#!3 �	  E�0 *	�&     �G��� *	G 	�M&��N�� s�<
1          A Q0 �QC (d�Q>�� ��I0 K+�+>&�% � 

   A�:9�	 � *��� P4@	               *�Q3�� �7 � "�=L	 *R #C 	& B3��7 ��I0 ��;c% (�3	�M&��N�� E�3 ���
 %R�C ("�N �<3��7 #��3	�M&��N�� #3�F� ,	 ��L" � S�'�7 ���% &" �'�.  

                                                           
1. Jean William Fritz Piaget 
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   &" �G���1968   5��> &"�3	�M&��N��      rQ3�97 #QC "�N » &��N�Q�« HQN	"��  .E�  BQ3	 &" 
  (r3�97      K�F<7"�N � S3 W7 (H��> ��;c% #� #C       �Q% #QO�7 �M Q<<>    Q<> .    �Q% 	& HQ��>    *	�Q7

     H+�	" HN�� b3 E	=O	 ���&" �I�+W'0f            �QC �  Q�&	 � S��+% S%��7 � �M �, #> �3	=O	 
E�O        �,�7 "�>&�> (HN�� b3 *�&" &" E��M   �% E	     �_ wC�7 #>  <C�3  E&��N�� E�0�I�	  �	   �	 .

    ,	 &��N�� S3 W7 <9% #C �G���  3"� K�F<7"�QN � H�	 E&��N�� E�0�I�	 �3�3�� E    #QC �M Q<<>
QQ<9%� EQQC� E,�QQ��       S3 QQW7 � �QQ��~7 *�QQ3�O &" "�QQN ,	 *��QQ�C ��%	�QQ� #QQC &��N�QQ� 
H�	)Piaget,1994:27.( HL�9%   b���G ���<
 )�<3��7(  H�" (�G���      <% &�;J ��YZ7 HT7 K>  wQW

"�C :  HN�� (H��Q> #c+�L    �>�C&�QC �]�Q3& �3	�M1 H+3, (     � ���<
   bQ���3	&) b����W�Q�(2 .
 H��> ��YZ7   �% 	&           �&	���a � ��L�9% �G�� #C �G��� S��7 &" *	�7     �<�!Q�� �Q<0u E�Q0*R  #Q>  

�"	"     *�%,�Q� 	& �+� E�0  �%   ( <0"    #F�4% �>" . HN�� ��YZ7    #C (�]�3& �3	�M   	& �G��� E�T� 
          #QC ��L�9% �G�� �C  �>Z7 � E"�L �G�� B�L�M � 3"�� #C      8&�Q@ bQ3 #�=<QQ%     �Q�	=��	 E Q<C

 ��!> . H+3, ��YZ7    �% 	& ���<
 ��T% �C E&�M,�� ��;c% &" *	�7  � 5XQO �C S'�!% (&	�
"  
E,�+QQ'0#!QQ3& ( QQ3  &" 	& b����W�QQ� ��YZQQ7 (��$�	�QQ� � "�QQ> �C�"�QQ3, E&�!QQL�� �QQC �G�QQ�� 
K�F<7"�N  �M <<>   #F�4% �>   *�%,�� #C #> "    �0"      �	&�6+Q� k+Q��C UQQ�	" �&�C�"3  �Q$<% 

�% "�
)Bagheri and Khosravi,2006:7.(   

  <'!3 �	 d�>��   �I3"��YZ7     "�C B% �M �C &	XM    &" #> (  5��>   �7��Wa �0�MR � j3&�74  "�N 
        ��YZ7 HT7 (H�	 ��I0 K+�+>&�% &��0�
 #>D,�%R  �3�0        QC4��	 U3	�QM ,	 U�Q� #>    #QC �

       �C� q>�% �F� �3, m�W� 3�0 #��� &" K+�+>&�%5   �   E���3" (q>&�% *�J E"	�L	6( SQ'3, 7 � 
*�+M�C8     #C �7  �
�> ("�C � 3"    ��QF� 8&�@    HQ9�Wa ( Q<%      KQ�� � �Q3	�M      K+Q�+>&�% �Q3	�M

            U��QJ #QC K+�+>&�% ,	 ��I0 ��+c7 �C 	& q>� 7&	C !Q��� )Colinicus,2005:130-131.(  E�
��M 3"  E�0 "�> #�N	"�� � #�N�� SI0 ��YZ7 HT7 8��C"	 � #c+�L &" 	& "�N .  *�QJ �'�0�c%
H��>  (8 ��(   � »   #C [ W7l�
«9     (d�>�� #!3 �	 &"            B�Q'0 &" #Q> "�QC �'�0�c% � ���M�C&"
#<�%, o&" �� 
H�	 .  #C E� &��C»    �QF� ,	 (�3	�G&�QC K�� � K+�+>&�% *��% ����	 8��c7

���	 &" #� H�	 H�%�'7�=�I�	 � S%	�� H3 E"�g�_	 E�0 «)50: 1971 ,csáLuk(f  8��c7 B3	 �C
          H�	 E��� � B3�C #> 	& SI0  ��% H��> E� #>(  �'� �         SQ��L �M �,�� ��]�% "�N  �	�7

                                                           
1. Nicolas Bourbaki 
2. Cybernetics 
3. Feedback 
4. History and Class Consciousness 
5. Maximilian Karl Emil Weber 
6. Wilhelm Dilthey 
7. Georg Simmel 
8. Henri-Louis Bergson 
9. Fetishism 
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 "�
 j3&�7(       �% S��L E"	,R w��% H3�;� &" �           �G�� *��%	 � �3��	�7 wc� #C ("�
)     �QF� &" #Q>
H�	 �9'O �G�� E� ( � ���~7 &"�% &�<> (H��> ���M�M"   �, . ,	  ���'�O	 H��> (d�>��  3"

         �% H��> B3	 �;<7 � H�	 #�+W'0 � #��I3 ���9_	�            =QO E=Q�J #Q> B���	& K�� ��]�%  �	�7
   j3&�7 K��—   ���M�M" K�� �<93   #'0 E�0     ���'�O	 H��> &" #W��O— "�Q�M &	�_ (H+��  . E�

  H��>      +�	 �C	�& � [�'�	 #��'$% 	& ���'�O	 �% ���           #Q'0 �������Q3" *R &" #Q>  Q�	"    #QW��O
 H�	 E&�O . #��'$% j3&�7    H��> ,	 E	              #Q���% �Q0 &" ����> �0 � H�	 [��� � [�T�% E�0

      *R K>�� #�Wa [�gT% �63&�7 *�%,H�	 .  *�Q%, #Q9%�O &" =�J #'0 B3	�C�<C   Q<%( �63&�Q7 ( 
#�N��     ���~7 #$��� &" � � 
 ��3X�)Bashirieh,2004:143-147(f         �3�Q3�� �QM13� E�!C �%	 �0 �

          � #�
XM [�T7 ��&�C �=��+% *R o&" #> "&	"  U3	�M     � �,�� E�0���&"      #C �& #> H�	 *R 
 "&	" � <3R)2002:168,csáLuk .(    #C B3��7 S@	          �=QO �QC #W�` E�<9% #C d�>�� &��C    �!Q3 �	

H�	      �%  �>Z7 E� ��� (   <>   �L �;<7 #> 	   �63&�7  <3)�%�'x�	 (�%  �	�7     	& �<3��7 B�<J U��  
        � �,�� � E&��] E	=O	 ,	 �0�MR �  <> �c3	  �L B�<J 	H�	 E <3)Lukács,1999:398.(  &" E�

 �&�C�" * ��$<M E	�C D47 &" (�7��Wa �0�MR � j3&�7  � K+�+>&�% &" �349��	 �G�� ��;c% 
    �3&������ (B0u � B�� �I��M�" B�
	"�C *��% ,	1 &" 	& �9'O �G�� �<93    ^Q�:% � Q3	 ��I3�O

 �% ��I0  ��!� .E� B3	 �C  �% �3&������ �;<7 	& ��> �G�� U�� #> H�	 &��C     � Q;� �QC  Q�	�7
"��M)Colinicus,2005:132-134.(    � �,�� �<93 (j3&�7 [��9% � S_�� (*�+�	 8&�@ B3	 &" �;<7

   S��!7 �"�% =�� �    "�C  0	�N j3&�7 � <0"(           �Q�9% � SQ_�� 8 Q�� &" j3&�Q7 �      �0�QMR #QC [
�% � 3	 ��@	 A 0 (8 �� B�'0 #>  �& "�C ���'�R K+��R)Bashirieh,2004:143-147.(   

 

7 .2�
'�( 2
#�3$��-�" 

        *	�& (K+�+>&�% (�3	�M&��N�� *�%='0 ��YZ7 HT7 B% �M �<3��7 �3	�M&��N��    � Q3	 (���<

               R ��+Qc7,�C � ^Q�c�7 �QC  �
�> � HL�M S�
 b�����3" #!3 �	 � B3��7	&E     (SQI0 (HQ��> 

 E"�C&�> #W<O A 0 �C � �G��� � d�>�� (q>&�%-#9%�O     #!Q3 �	 BQ3	 #QC * �!6C #����<
   (�Q0
    ",�� &	���	 	& "�N ���W% .      &" *	�O d�>�� ��I0 ��M 3" E�*�O  8&�Q@ � �0  �Q02  ��+Qc7 � 
      &" q>&�% ,	 E� ��I0   �7��Wa �0�MR � j3&�7             E�QC � {Q�& (wQ]	�% �Q��~7 "�O� �C #> 	&  

� 3	      *�O #C HW+� E��'> ��+��R    8&�@ � �0   "�C #�L�M �0(�=O ����c7 �3�� �C	�C &"   #��!Q3 �	 
     #> ��+3���3,�� � ��+���3�7�%kW�       "�QN #!3 �	 E�<C {<� ("�C � 
 d�>�� * ��!> 	�=�	 #C 

 "	" &	�_ .         ��YZ7 B3	 "�O� �C � "�W� ^�:% (D�3X� B3	  <J�0   #'0 E�3X�     A4�QN	 (#QW��O   �Q0 E

                                                           
1. Proletariat 
2. Soul and Form 
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K!J �
��  �� !�      #> H
	" d�>�� �C #C   �	 #!3 �	 �W+� [4���	  �%�$�	)Pooyandeh,1997:70-

73.(   
  #!3& &" B% �M  3      #!3 �	 #C HW+� "�N E��L �I�+W�" �C�        � SI0 (q>&�% #C (d�>�� E�0

    �% H��> #C H3�;� &"    #���& �  �&        *	�<� �C 	& "�N E��>" »      #c+�L &" *�;O � ��'�O	 (*�+�	
 H��> St���'3	«  �% #t	&	   <>  .     ��I0 E��+c7 E� #���& B3	 &"-     �% #t	&	 H��> ,	 �+>&�%     <>

      �% ��& % ��c�% B��+6� 	& E� �     H�%�'7 H�'0	 #>  �	"1   	& #C  #C��%  #���% b3      "�QO� E"��<C 
— H�" �3    VTC �M13� K>   *R =�I�	— HN�<
,�C  .  #C B% �M &��C    HQ�	 BQ3	 &" H��> H�'0	

   E� #>#�  �;<7    ��>	 � �C �<
�& H
	 <� (     �&u � #�	&	 %"�L E�0        #C *�;O ,	 	& U���<�!�� #�	�I�
 ��:<% �3���    ����& *�
(  B3 C �      �3�;� H3"� T% �C *��  *�
 )         H3"� QT% HQ��> �QF� ,	 #Q>

        "�C ���+�	 U<> � #!3 �	 H3"� T% ��F� ���+�	 "�O� (    QC #��C ("�> #�C��%�    A4QN    ��!Q�C
����>�� �0         ��M B��+6� �  !� r_��% H3"� T% B3	 ���<
,�C &"    	& �Q0 —   *	,�Q� �Q��(   �Q�� 

�9:_— #C         H
	"�C #c+�L &" (S> #���% ��`"	 E�� .B3 C #��M E�        E Q9C S%��7 E	�C 	& �	& 
   #> "�!M E&�3 #C       bQ�\ (q>&�Q% (SQI0 (#�!�L 2          K+Q�������� � d�Q>�� (�M Q3�0 (�7&�Q� (

 9% K+QQ�+>&�% #QQC (*& QQ% E�+Q�	�L  � �QQ��� "�QQN [�QQ'> #QQC KQQ0 ,�QQ<0 �  Q
 �QQ$<% �QQ@�
H�	)Goldmann,2002:40.(   ,	               �QC *�+Q�	 #Q:C	& #�p+% H��> ��c7 &" (B% �M ��+�+>&�%  3"

 #�p+% ��'�O	                E ���� ���+�	 #9%�O ��;c% �C H�%�'7 � *�;O ��;c% � H�	 K;% E	  � KQ�T%
&	���	 "&	" (   #> *�J   �C H��>    �M"�L *	 <'!3 �	 A4N    #�p+% 	& H��> � ��'�O	 (	  � E���Y E	

  �'� ���7 ���L   <>)Goldmann,2012:12.(   #���% &" E�»  �H+�J *�+�	«  �% *��C        *�QJ #Q>  <>
 (H�	 o	��
	 � ��'�O	 (H�%�� �=��+% S�� *�J � H�	 S_�� E"�O�% (H��> �F� ,	 *�+�	

  *�+�	)����> (  E"�O�%        H3"�O�% A�@ #C � H�	 ���'�O	 U�C�'>    S> b3 ,	 �!6C "�N 
m&=C            H�	 K��� b3 ,	 �!6C #$��� &" � ��'�O	 b3 (�7)Pooyandeh,1997:176.(    ��+Qc7 �C�<C

       3�C E� (H��> ,	 B% �M    #C  w'O �L�+��L *	�<�  BQ3	 (H�%�'7 #C  ��9% � 	�M    � �G�Q� ���Q'0
"�
 #�L�M �F� &" #9%�O �C *�+�	 8 �� #C St�_ � �1C	.  

   �M k�7�7 B3	 #C   ��
	"�C (B% �+�����>3       �% #t	&	 H��> ,	 ��+�+>&�% � ��+���%�	 (  Q<>  
"&	" 8��c7 H��> ,	 d�>�� ��I0 H
	"�C �C #> )Cohen, 1994: 117(. #Q��<�C C  3" d�>��    E�Q7

   "&	" H��> #C HW+� .      �% &	�_ �������3" ��c7 �	& �� �C H��> #c+�L #> �9�	�% �C �	  �C �  0"
  > E	�G&�C H�g6
 �% =>�'7 (H��  <>. ���&"� #> �Q%  �>Z7 B% �M       #c+Q�L &�Q:J #Q>  Q<>

    "�O� �C E"����	"� T%H3  U3�0    �% �7	�L "�N ,	          #QC �';% ��M #$��� &" � "�&      �Q�c7 E�Q�

                                                           
1. Totality 
2. Emil Lask 
3. Post-Kantian 
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  �������3"%�C�  "&	" .                  �QM13� �QC HQ��> �Q�c7 �3	�G&�QC HQ9�Wa  Q�3Z7 "�O� �C B�<e'0 �	
g%HW�  &�C)b3G	�7(�% =>�'�% *R  �
" . H+�
 ,	 �
�� H��> ,	 B% �M b3G	�7 ���7D47 

      H3"� QT% ,	 E�&	�QL E	�C H��>      D,&	 � Q<<>"�C�� #Q> HQ�	 E,	�G&�QC E�Q0    HQW�% E�Q0
#3�%��     C	�C  <��% [	�W�� E&	"�E  ( H�	&	 % � "�L #C �	���	 .   (U3�QN E�Q�>" #���& &" B% �M

    C 	& b�����3" ��c7 j3&�7#       �> H+Q�
 B�'0 ,	 H>�� 8&�@     &" � SQI0 *R ,	 qQ� � HQ�
  �% K���7 K+�+>&�% &" *R * 
 #�N�<
 H�'�& #C H3�;� <>  . �QI3" *��C #C(   ,	 #Q> �Q�>�� 

»B%«   #C ��+�+>&�% ��;c% B% �M #e�R #C � ,�`R �G�� *	�<�» �%« �Q%    ( Q%�� �Q%    Q�&)Cohen, 

1994: 118-120(.  

  <J�0*R ,	 q�  D&�QI� *�3�O &"  	 QN *�Q;<� E1 (Goldmann, 2016)    &�QYR �Q�&�C �
[�����2    H��> ,	 ��!�� ��� �	 b�����3" #!3 �	 #O��% �% "�
 	& E� �   #C    ,�Q`R #Q:�� *	�<�

      �% &	�_ H��> ,	 U�� �������3" ��c7   0" .    	& [����� B% �MB��+6� b�����3"     �QL�9% �Q�	"
�% S�� �C	�C &" � "�C 8&�>" �@�9% #>  <>  L�M &	�_ �7&�>" �3	�MH . 5��> &" B% �M #c+�L

���+�	 ���� �3 �% *��C (E�I3" � "�N ��;c% ��&�C S3u  (�7&�>" ��c7 &" #>  <>»B%« =>�% 
    H>�� #'0 � W% � S�Y         #>  <�+0 E=�J *	�I3" � H��0»B%«     �Q% � 0�!% � y�W<��	    Q<>   � 

        H+�� j3&�7 #c+�L E	�C �3�O ��c7 B3	 &" B3	�C�<C       �������3" ��c7 ��� (     *R �C SC��7 &" &��C
  "&	"  #>»*	�I3"«   �% B% #> H+�� E=�J ( �% y�W<��	 � K<�C  K<Q>(     &" #Q> HQ�	 E=Q�J #Q��C 

 �C y�W7&	»B%«�% S'�   <> . (�������3" ��c7 &" B3	�C�<C»*	�I3"« �4N H�p�
 ,	 �%  "�
 �
  �% H����L #C   �& .    (��c7 B3	 &"»�%«       � HQ�	 �Q���	 H�'0	 E	&	" » BQ%« Q�'0	   � �Q��L H

"&	" E���Y )Goldmann, 1969 cited in Goldmann,1978:32 .(#!3 �	 &" *R #%	"	 � �7&�>" ��c7 
      #C S�� H��@	 #C *4t�_&��C            *R �Q9�Wa #Q$��� #Q> HQ�	  3 O #c+�L ��@	 Sx9% (B% �M 

           HQ�	 �1C	 � �G�� "�x7 �3 K��� � *�+�	 E"��<C �3	 O . �3�Q<I<7    HN�Q� B% Q�M #Q>    �Q3	�M
�7�<3�4  #C 	&                � HQL�3&" � B�Q�W7 *��% ��<� SC��7 �C * %R ^t�L �3��	�7 S��" �I��QM�"  *�Q�% 

�"	" D,&	 � �QQ9_	� E�QQ0 �QQ% *R SQQ� #QQC &"�QQ_ (�QQ0  QQ<�C)Kolakovsky,2007:363-365.(  ,	 E�
   �% ��L" �������3" K+���3�7�%        	&��Q% H�0�% #��M�0 "�O� #>  <>E         �Qc� 	& �Q<0u � �Q9�Wa 

�%   <>  �, �   A&G ���+�	 H�9_	� *�'O�7 	& �����& �M   �Q% �7   Q<�C .     �0�QMR �QC ^Q:<% BQ3	
�9'O )�7��Wa (�%  �>Z7 ,&��0�MR #��'$% #> " U3	�M � E"�L E�0  ��YZ7 ,	 �
�� "	�L	 E�0

                                                           
1. The Hidden God 
2. Blaise Pascal  
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