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‘Emad-al-Din Mahmid b. Qotb-al-Din Mas‘ad b. ‘Emad-al-Din
Mahmud b. Fakhr al-Din Ahmad, known as ‘Emad-al-Din Shirazi,
was the most eminent member of a Shirazi family, that, from the
second half of the 9th century to the first half of the 11th century AH,
at least four consecutive generations of them had the medical
profession. ‘Emad-al-Din has gained great fame by writing the most
important Persian monograph on Atashak (syphilis); but despite this
reputation, many mistakes have been made about him in contemporary
studies, most of which are rooted in the works of Cyril Lloyd Elgood,
an English researcher on the history of medicine in Iran. Despite his
reputation for mastering Persian and Arabic, Elgood, by
misunderstanding ancient Persian texts has made significant mistakes
about the content of ‘Emad-al-Din’s works, and about his family.

Elgood has also wrongly accused ‘Emad-al-Din of plagiarizing parts
of the Kholasat al-Tajarib of Baha al-Dawlah Husayni Niirbakhsh in
Treatise on Atashak. the source of other mistakes about ‘Emad-al-Din
is also the confusion between ‘Emad-al-Din’s Treatise on Bikh-e Chini
and a treatise on the same topic by an unknown person named Nir
allah, known as ‘Ala’/‘Ala’ al-din. Therefore, in addition to examining
how and how much ‘Emad-al-Din used the Kholasat al-Tajarib, an
effort has been made to draw a more accurate schema of ‘Emad-al-
Din life and scientific career.
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