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One of the most prominent features of Iranian society is its linguistic and cultural
pluralism. Archaeological and historical findings prove that since thousands of years
ago various ethnic groups with multiple cultures and languages have lived in Iran.
The policymakers of each society adopt different approaches to the issues of
linguistic and cultural diversity depending on the circumstances, which sometimes
leads to challenges in different fields. Among the most challenging fields in which
these issues are involved is the field of education. In such diversity, the centralized
educational system becomes more apparent. Currently, there are about 200
independent countries in the world and it is estimated that there are about 4,000 to
5,000 different languages. The present study examines the position and
representation of the concept of the mother tongue in educational documents and its
reflection and manifestation in society based on the critical discourse analysis
approach. For this purpose, the reference documents as well as the approved
documents in the structure of Iran's educational system were analyzed. Then, the
representation of the concept of education in the mother tongue was analyzed by
considering the ideas of trustees, policymakers, politicians, and experts. With the use
of a descriptive-analytical method and relying on Fairclough’s (1995) model of
critical discourse analysis, the results implied that despite the claims mentioned in
the reference documents and the explicit and implicit references of the educational
documents on the importance and necessity of teaching in the mother tongue, the
dominant discourse of Beneficiaries and stakeholders in this field are using words
with nationalistic and ideological empirical value and creating a false dualism of
"national identity” and "mother tongue education”. Considering education in the
mother tongue as an obstacle to the creation of national identity and a threat to
national unity has caused the position of education in the mother tongue to decline
and despite having theoretical, scientific support and legal requirements, there is no
will to implement it in practice.
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1.Introduction

Every year, February 21 is celebrated by governments and scientific societies as the International
Mother Language Day. This occasion, initiated by Bangladesh at the UNESCO General Conference in
1999, provides an opportunity to address one of the most fundamental yet challenging cultural and
educational issues facing most societies. The discrepancy between opinions and actions in the realm of
education in the mother language is more pronounced than in other areas. The conflict between
governments, experts in the fields of linguistics, education, psychology, and culture on the one hand
and the linguistic minorities of each society on the other takes up three sides of this dilemma and
sometimes also the conflict of opinions.

Experts believe that taking cultural and linguistic diversity and multilingualism into consideration can
be considered as one of the most important pillars for shaping a peace-oriented society and an
indicator of the sustainable development of that society. From a pedagogical perspective, teaching in
the mother tongue guarantees a high-quality education and enables students to actively participate in
society (UNESCO, 2022). However, education in the mother tongue is considered by some as an
obstacle to the creation of national identity and a threat to national unity. By critically examining the
official educational documents and applying critical discourse analysis, this study aims to investigate
how the concept of mother tongue is presented in educational documents and in society.

2.Methods

The present descriptive-analytical research used Fairclough’s (1995) critical discourse analysis to
determine the dominant discourse governing the laws and documents of the educational system.
According to Fairclough, a critical discourse analysis of a text should proceed through three stages of
text description, discourse practice, and sociocultural practice. The central point of Fairclough's
approach is that discourse is an important type of social action that reproduces and changes
knowledge, identities, and social relations, including power relations, and at the same time, other
actions and social structures shape it. Accordingly, discourse is in a dialectical relationship with other
social dimensions.

In this study, the purposive sampling method was used to analyze both written and spoken discourse
related to education in the mother tongue. It included approved documents in the education system and
opinions and interpretations of experts and stakeholders in the field of education in the mother
language.

3.Discussion and Conclusion

The analysis of the discourse governing the field of education in the mother tongue implied a
fundamental and at the same time strong orientation in not implementing part of the laws of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. On the one hand, the laws and regulations demonstrate serious attention to
education in the mother tongue, for which the successful experiences of various societies and the
results of scientific research have provided significant practical support. On the other hand, the
discourse dominating the rules in the country projects opposing views considering two crucial factors.
First, educational administrators consider education in the mother language as a threat to the unity of
the nation and a deception from the sides of enemies to disintegrate political and internal unity.
Second, it is believed that the preservation and exaltation of lIranian civilization and culture can be
achieved merely by using one national language in education, i.e. Persian. These discourses often have
high credibility because they have been expressed by the country's policymakers and government
officials. However, there are certain contradictions between such discourse with the findings of
scientific research. Education in the mother language can foster learning especially in the early years
of school and neglecting this issue may weaken national unity which is a concern of the opponents of
education in the mother language. It may even lead to ethnic tensions in the country. It seems that just
considering the political considerations without taking the benefits of education in the mother
language into account may not be sufficient.
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The strict laws such as the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and other documents provided
the necessary platform for the realization of one of the most fundamental human rights which is the
education in mother language. Furthermore, the scientific research conducted in this field has also
created the necessary support for the implementation of this type of education from various
dimensions. Researchers have considered this issue from different aspects of education and did not
necessarily seek to prescribe teaching in the mother tongue but they have investigated the effects of
various variables. However, as it was described, the theoretical lens governing the category of
education in the mother tongue is more than educational and psychological, it is a view arising from
possible challenges that may lead to the weakening of symbols of national identity. Therefore, the
comments related to this field are more from people whose expediency prevails over the educational,
legal, and specialized considerations.
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