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Abstract

The inadequacy of previous definitions of the concepts of subordinate or dependent
clauses, and coordinate or consistent clauses, along with terminological Inconsistency,
and considering all sentences containing relative clauses, complement clauses, and
adverbial clauses in their construction as complex sentence in Persian language on one
hand, and neglecting the possibility of hierarchical nature of clause linkage on the other
hand causes a lot of dispersion in the definition of clause linking and complex sentence
in previous research. In Persian language, in many cases, especially in speech, linkers
(conjunctions) are not overt, which make the coordinate clauses and subordinate
clauses alike on one hand and similar to independent clauses on the other hand.
Conjunctions or linkers in clause linkage are also place of dispute, covering an
inconsistent collection its items clearly different from each other. To address these
issues, in a descriptive approach, a spoken corpus of 4500 minutes of various programs
of different television and radio channels of National Media of Iran, in the period of
Khordad 1400 to 1401 were examined. For data analysis in this research, no priori
theoretical framework was used, but based on the collected data, with a prototypical
and hierarchical approach, a model proposed for the study of clause linkage and
complex sentence in Persian language. To achieve this goal, definition for different
kind of clause linkage presented in the first place, then two concepts of “Clause
connection” and “clause relation” were distinguished. And a triple distinction was
established between intra-clausal linkage (within the same clause), inter-clausal linkage
(between two clauses), and beyond-clause linkage. The concepts of coordination,
dependency and subordination, then re-defined. The linkers utilizing in each linkage
are also specified. Then by determining same parameters for describing both the
coordinate and subordinate clauses, hierarchies in clause linkage and complex sentence
continuum in spoken Persian presented.

complex sentence; subordinate clause; coordinate clause; adverb clause; relative
clause; complement clause; Persian language.
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1. Introduction

In the process of speech or formation of text, Clauses are linked in different ways. One of the types of
these linkage is non-simple sentences. There are differences in the definition of Persian non-simple
sentences and their types in different research. Some divides non-simple sentences into two categories:
coordinate (consistent) and subordinate (dependent). Some considered subordinate or dependent
clauses to include relative clauses, complement clauses and adverbial clauses. Others use the term
subordinate or dependent clauses only for adverbial clauses, and address relative clauses, and
complement clauses in different category, studding coordinate clauses separately. Some considered
adverbial clauses to be a kind of dependent clauses. As it can be seen there aren’t many consistencies
in these categories in previous studies. Relative clauses, and complement clauses are syntactically
dependent to the main clause and become embedded in it, while adverbial clauses are not syntactically
dependent, but in some literatures all these three kind of clauses being study under the single term, i.e.
subordinate clauses. So one of the problem in studying non-simple sentences in Persian literature is the
problem of terminology. To add this problem, in complement clauses, the so called subordinate clause
contain the main proposition semantically and must be considered the main clause. Besides in Persian
In many cases, especially in speech, linkers are not overt which make the coordinate clauses and
subordinate clauses alike on one hand and similar to independent clauses on the other hand.
Conjunctions or linkers in clause linkage are also place of dispute, covering an inconsistent collection
its items clearly different from each other. It should be noted that this research is a language
specific research on Persian language, so English equivalent for Persian terms may vary
slightly,as they are not copied from English, among which is “complex sentence”.

2. Literature review

The dominant approach in the classification of non-simple sentences in Iranian researches has been a
dichotomy: coordinate (consistent) and subordinate (dependent). This means that all types of non-
simple sentences (complex sentences) are included in one of these two categories. Bateni
(1348), Shafa'i (1363), Vothogi (1363), Meshkatoddini (1366), Anvari and Givi (1369),
Arjang (1371), Nobahar (1372), GholamAlizadeh (1366), Farshidvard (1375). , Hag-Shanas
et al. (2007) mentioned this duality. Even in recent studies, this duality can be seen:
Hassanzadeh (1374), Mahoutian (1378), Jafari (1390). In most researche, there is no
distinction between relative clauses [dependent on one of the arguments of the verb],
complements clauses and adverbial clauses, and all of them have been studied under the title
of dependent or subordinate clauses: Lazar (1975), Lambton (1976), Windfuhr (1979),
Khayampour (1347), Shariat (1364). Also, there is no agreement on conjunctions, and the
cases that in one study, for example, are considered as coordination conjunctions, are
mentioned as subordinate conjunctions in another study: Rasakh-Mohand and Salimian
(2014), Naghz Goye Kohan and Ahmadkhani (2014), Yousefi and Torabi (2013). In most
cases, according to our collected data, assuming a clear-cut dichotomy are not possible.

3. Materials and methods

In a descriptive way, a speech corpus including 4500 minutes of various national media
programs (television and radio networks) was analyzed in the period of Khordad 1400 to 1401
(May 2021 to May 2022). Some samples were also selected from the everyday speech of the
speakers (standard Persian) in the same period of time. For data analysis in this research, no
priori theoretical framework was used, but based on the collected data, with a prototypical and
hierarchical approach, a model proposed for the study of clause linkage and complex
sentences in Persian language.

4. Discussions and conclusion

Considering what was said about the terminological dispersion in previous studies, in order to
re-define the concepts of coordination, dependency and subordination, two concepts of
“Clause connection” and “clause relation” were suggested in this research, then three different
clausal linkage were presented, i.e. intra-clausal linkage (within the same clause), inter-clausal
linkage (between two clauses), and beyond-clause linkage. The diagram for different text
linkage is presented. In Clause connection, the link between clauses is syntactic, and one
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clause becomes part of the structures of another clause, and has syntactic dependency with the
main clause. We classify the clauses that link to each other through Clause connection as
"dependent” clauses, which include relativizations (relative clauses), complementization
(deictic complement, subject complement, complement clauses). In inter-clausal linkage, the
clauses do not have any syntactic dependence on each other. We included main-subordinate
clauses and coordinate (consistent) clauses in this group, and considered them as complex
sentence in Persian language, i.e. only inter-clausal linkage can be considered complex
sentence. In such connections two separate clauses are connected to each other, and although
they have a semantic connection, there isn’t any syntactic connection among them. The
connection of some clauses with each other is beyond the clause. The linkers utilizing in each
linkage are also specified. Coordinate and subordinate clauses have characteristics that
distinguish them from each other, and at the same time, they have some common
characteristics that can be used to describe both types of these clauses. But there are cases that
cannot be easily classified as coordinate or subordinate clauses, because they do not have the
typical characteristics of either groups. Therefore, adopting a prototypical and hierarchical
approach to study non simple sentences in Persian would be helpful. In this research, common
parameters for describing both the coordinate and subordinate clauses were suggested. These
parameters are: syntactic and semantic representation of the propositions of the clauses;
identity of the subjects of clauses (whether they are the same or different); the presence (or
absence) of explicit linkers. In this research the following hierarchies, diagrams and tables
were represented: the hierarchy of syntactic and semantic representation of propositions in
clause linkage, the hierarchy of explicitness of linkers in clause linkage; the diagram of the
relationship between the size of the clauses and the tendency of explicitness of linkers; the
diagram of relationship between the size of the clauses and the degree of coordination -
subordination; the relationship between subjects of clauses (whether they are the same or
different) and the degree of independence vs subordination; The table of kinds of semantic
relations and the potential for explicit linkers; Table of types of clause connections and the
tendency of explicitness of linkers. Complex sentence continuum in spoken Persian also
presented (linear continuum and parallel continuum). It should also be noted that the
continuum of Persian complex sentence can be used to measure the frequency of the use of
complex sentences in different speech or writing styles and contexts.
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