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Introduction: The purpose of the current research was to explain and stratify the
opportunities of elite Muslim female athletes of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
international sports events.

Methods: This research is practical from the point of view of purpose; In terms of
nature, the research was mixed. In the first part of the research, foundational data
theory and Glaser approach were used, in the second part, factors were prioritized
using an interpretive structural model. The statistical population of this research
consisted of experts and experts in sports and social sciences, sociologists of sports
sciences and sports elites with academic rank and favorable work experience, and
members of the faculty of sports management familiar with the field of women's
sports. A total of 18 interviews were conducted virtually until the data reached
theoretical saturation; also, in the interpretative structural section, the ISEM matrix
questionnaire was completed by 9 people.

Results: The findings show in total. There are 32 open codes in the form of 6
concepts and 2 main categories of attitudinal factors and external factors as
opportunities for elite Muslim female athletes of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
the results of interpretative structural modeling showed that the dimensions were in
four levels, which were at the lowest level of changes. Structural and generational
change was the most important component at the highest level.

Conclusion: In a general conclusion, it should be mentioned that the opportunities
for elite Muslim sportswomen in the country have been created under the influence
of various issues in the country, and what is important is that these opportunities
should not be passed up easily. Because in big sports events, our women's sport has
a small share of medals, if by means of these opportunities, the weakness can be
turned into a strength.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The position of the country's sports, especially championship sports,
is one of the basic institutions for the development of sports in the eyes
of the people and the international community, and it is considered a
tool for realizing strategic goals, consolidating national unity and
increasing the spirit of cheerfulness and happiness. Championship
sports are competitive and organized sports that are performed
according to specific rules and regulations to improve sports records
and gain rank and medals. The presence of women as an important part
of our society in the field of championship sports is an undeniable
necessity. The presence of women in championship sports can create
international legitimacy for the country to a large extent (Shamali and
Keshkar, 1401). Therefore, the aim of the current research was to
explain and stratify the opportunities of the participation of elite
Muslim female athletes of the Islamic Republic of Iran in international
sports events.

Methods

This research is practical from the point of view of purpose; In terms
of its nature, it is a mixed research (qualitative, quantitative) and in
terms of the method of analysis, it is sequential exploratory. In the first
part of the research, using the data theory of the foundation and Glaser
approach, the opportunities of elite Muslim female athletes of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in international sports events were discussed.
. The statistical population of this research consisted of experts and
experts in sports and social sciences, sociologists of sports sciences
and sports elites with academic rank and favorable work experience,
and members of the faculty of sports management familiar with the
field of women's sports. The sampling method was also purposeful. A
total of 18 face-to-face interviews were conducted until the data
reached theoretical saturation; Also, in the interpretative structural
section, the ISEM matrix questionnaire was completed by 9 people.
Open, selective and theoretical coding was used to analyze the
qualitative data, and two researchers were used to determine the
validity of the research data, and the degree of their internal agreement
in the open codes was included in the research. In the second part, the
research tool was the interpretative structural multicriteria
questionnaire (ISM).

Results

In this research, data-based theory and Glazer's coding method were
used to identify the challenges faced by elite Muslim female athletes
in international sports events. The data from the interview was
analyzed in 3 steps. In the open coding stage, 32 codes were included
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in 6 concepts and two general categories. In Table 1, the theoretical
coding of the research was reported.

Table 1. Theoretical coding

Concept Category

Generational change Attitudinal factors
Promoting Islamic culture

Self-esteem

Increase support External factors
Sports development

Structural changes

After identifying the opportunities of elite Muslim women in
international sports events, the structural-interpretive models of
evaluation indicators were carried out, which finally revealed that the
opportunities for elite Muslim women athletes were found to be on
four levels. At the lowest level of structural changes, at the second
level there were two components of increasing the support and
development of Islamic culture, at the third level there was self-belief
and comprehensive development of sports, and finally generational
change was the most important component at the highest level.

Conclusion

In general and in summarizing the research, the results showed that
the role of women, especially sportswomen and women wearing
Islamic clothing, is undeniable in society and they are known as role
models in society. On the other hand, considering that the religion of
Islam has not been presented to the world in a favorable way, it is
possible to promote the religion of Islam and clothing by using media
tools and providing suitable facilities and equipment and investing as
much as possible for female athletes. He displayed hijab in
international events in a favorable way. In a general conclusion, it
should be mentioned that the opportunities for elite Muslim
sportswomen in the country have been created under the influence of
various issues in the country, and what is important is that these
opportunities should not be passed up easily. Because in international
sports events such as the Olympics and the Asian Games, where the
position of countries is very important, our women's sports have a
small share of medals, if by means of these opportunities, we can
turn a weakness into a strength.

Keywords
Women, Interpretive Structural Modeling, Foundational Data Theory,
Elite Athletes, Islamic Republic of Iran.
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