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The visual values of vernacular landscapes are one of the most important and influential factors
that determine the presence and continuity of residence in rural areas. However, many of the
vernacular landscapes of Iran's foothill villages are in an unorganized state owing to interventions
and the lack of proper management mechanisms. To manage the process of development and
protection of this valuable heritage, it is essential to theoretically develop parameters affecting
vernacular landscapes. The present study is exploratory in nature and descriptive-survey in terms
of data collection method. The statistical population of the study included 576 residents of the
studied villages. They were surveyed in a random network. The collected data were analyzed using
SPSS software and they were analyzed through exploratory factor analysis, Pearson correlation and
regression analysis. The research results showed; 98.1% of physical appearance changes by 14
visual organizing factors including: quality of the path and roads, visual comfort, materials and
topography, environmental elements and natural landscape, decorations, renovation of buildings,
attractiveness, permeability, vernacular construction pattern, lighting, and spatial flexibility,
privacy and zoning, physical elements, building structure and legibility have been explained that
the factors of visual comfort and the quality of roads and paths have the greatest impact in
improving the physical appearance of the studied villages with an impact factor of 0.203 and 0.181.
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Introduction

The physical structure of Iran's foothill villages has visual and aesthetic patterns, adaptation to the natural environment,
coordination with the biological and livelihood function, and enjoys natural materials and vernacular knowledge, while
having architectural values such as simplicity. Also, due to having special architectural, historical and cultural
characteristics, it is a valuable legacy left by ancestors and its protection is of great importance. However, it is always
observed that many vernacular villages of Iran are influenced by technology, culture and urban image, and thus face the
decline of cultural and vernacular values among the village residents. The inappropriate condition of physical renovation
and improvement and the lack of integrated rules for facade design for new constructions in the village texture and the
lack of continuity and coordination of the elements that make up the physical appearance of the new texture with the old
one lead to a change in the form and changes in the physical structure of the landscape, and a distance from the vernacular
identity and original image. For this reason, it is essential to identify visual organization factors to protect the vernacular
landscapes of Iranian villages. Given what was stated, the following questions are asked for research.

Materials and Methods

This present study is mixed research (quantitative-qualitative). It is fundamental in terms of aim, exploratory in terms of
nature, and descriptive survey in terms of data collection. The research data were collected through document content
analysis and a Delphi survey. The statistical population of this study included 576 residents of the studied villages who
were directly surveyed in a random cluster way using a researcher-made questionnaire. Also, the face and content
validities of the prepared questionnaire were confirmed through interviews with 5 professors of the architectural and rural
experts' group. Cronbach's alpha was used for the reliability of 124 questionnaire questions. Finally, to determine the
level of effectiveness of the factors involved in improving the physical appearance of villages, exploratory factor analysis
was used in Spss software.

Discussion of Results

The results revealed that 75.912% of people's mental contents can be identified and organized, and 24.088% are not
organized. The results also revealed that 14 factors can be evaluated in people's minds in this field. Since the factor load
higher than 0.6 can be considered as an influential item in physical appearance, all 112 items are included as items for
measuring physical appearance.The results of Pearson's correlation coefficient have shown that there is a positive and
significant relationship between 14 visual organizing factors and also between these factors and the variable of physical
appearance improvement. Among visual organizing factors, the highest correlation is related to the building renovation
component and the quality of roads and paths with a correlation coefficient of 0.597. Then the results of regression
analysis have shown; The physical appearance variable has a correlation with all fourteen visual organizing factors at the
rate of 0.991. Based on the adjusted coefficient of determination, 98.1% of the changes in physical appearance in villages
are explained by the linear combination of changes in independent visual organizing variables.

Conclusions

The results of this research have shown that Iran's foothill villages, which have vernacular landscapes, were created
organically in accordance with their geographical location and placement in the heart of the mountain, in accordance with
the climate and virgin nature and natural bed, and from natural landscapes, such as forests, plains, mountains, rivers and
other natural elements. They also believe that in these villages, access patterns and road networks should follow the slope
and topography of the land to create physical and visual permeability, create encounters and interactions between people
and the formation of different behavioral patterns. Alongside the path, there should be a view of the mountain scenery
and the movement should be done slowly and thoughtfully to provide the conditions for the involvement of different
senses. Since the results have shown that using a simple texture with simple architectural elements creates a wonderful
visual composition that avoids landscape confusion. Thus, given what was stated, the results of the present research can
be used as a basis for further research in the field of vernacular landscapes of Iranian villages, and the protective
approaches about them can be explained by discovering other factors of the visual aspects of these landscapes and by
providing management solutions.
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