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Proverbs are rooted in the culture and public opinion of the people.
Therefore, it is possible to get to know the culture, thought and customs of
some nations to some extent. Therefore, examining the imaginary patterns
of Emirati dialect proverbs will lead to a deeper acquaintance with the
culture and customs of the people of that region; Because it examines the
deeper relationship between language and culture. And it leads us to the
point that through the understanding of conceptual schemas and abstract
concepts, a relatively better understanding of language and culture and
some of their functions can be achieved. The present study tries to use
descriptive-analytical method to investigate the schemas in Emirati dialect
proverbs extracted from the Emirati Al-Rumsa book, based on the model
of Likaf and Evans' image schemas in the framework of cognitive
semantics, the abundance of schemas It depicts the existing and frequency
of each of these schemes and analyzes them. The results of this research
indicate that from the total of 22 proverbs selected from the book "Al-
Ramsa Al-Emirati" movement schema with 30%, capacity schema with
22%, power schema with 17%, adaptation schema with 13%, and schema
with Continuity and fission have 9 percent each, respectively, with the
highest frequency. Also, the studies show that the pronouns "Ali and Fay"
have a pre-typical and focal meaning that explain the concept (on-in)
respectively And when they are used in different contexts, they undergo
development in meaning, in the sense that as a result of the effects of
accompanying words, other meanings other than the focal meaning are
formed around them.

Cognitive semantics, conceptual schemas, container schema, Arabic
proverbs, Emirati accent.
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1. Statement of the Problem

Proverbs play a notable role in the field of reasoning and adducing; because they are
among the rooted and original factors of Arab literature. Adducing to proverbs is done
in cases such as acknowledging, emphasizing, praise, criticism, embellishing speech,
interest, desire, documenting speech, etc. Cognitive linguistics is an approach that
examines language from a cognitive aspect (mental affairs) and has been the most
prominent field of linguistics studies in recent decades. This approach examines the
relationship between human language and his mind and the experiences he gains in
society and studies language based on experiences, the way of perception and the way
of conceptualization. According to cognitive linguistics, language units such as words,
do not carry meaning; Rather, they contribute to the meaning formation process that
occurs at the conceptual level. Cognitive semantics is one of the branches of cognitive
linguistics. This approach was a reaction against other approaches in this field that had
removed the cognitive organization from the language system. Therefore, cognitive
semantics considers language as a part of the cognitive structure and does not believe
that language is independent from other cognitive faculties, and in the same way, it
considers linguistic knowledge as a part of general human knowledge. This approach
considers linguistic meaning as the manifestation of conceptual structure, which means
the organization of mental representation; it means that language is a representation of
experiences and concepts formed in the mind.

One of the fundamental theories in Semantics is the theory of Image Schemas, which
was proposed by Mark Johnson in 1987. The main point in the theory of Image
Schemas is that due to our physical presence, activity, and movement in the outside
world, we gain experiences through our body and environment that help us organize our
thoughts and ideas in abstract fields. They help Talmy (2000) believes that language, by
using these schemas which are the result of the ability to understand through
embodiment, is helped in showing the conceptual system. Mark Johnson (1987)
classifies image schemas through which we understand mental phenomena based on
daily experiences categorized in the mind into three groups of Path Schemas, Container
Schemas, and Force Schemas. According to Johnson, the general characteristics of
schemas are: interaction based on the relationship between the body and the
surrounding world, having a complex and compound structure, not being equal to
mental images, having meaning and concept, and the ability to transform from a schema
to another scheme. This article examines the main image schemas introduced by Evans
and Green in the corpus of proverbs of the Emiratis dialect, which is a subset of the
Gulf dialect. For a more detailed analysis, the description and translation of the proverbs
are also done. The research data are the proverbs presented in the book "Al-Rumsa Al-
Emirati" which is considered one of the most important and useful books in the field of
learning the Emiratis dialect.

2. Necessity of Research

Many functions have been mentioned for the proverb, which are very difficult to count;
because proverbs do not have a limited and specific meaning and they differ from one
region to another according to the linguistic and artistic dimension, or the functional,
social, and educative dimension. Therefore, research in the field of proverbs is
considered among the researches that are necessary to do; because they have a high
position in the daily individual and social life of man, so much so that it is impossible to
imagine a day without the use of proverbs. Proverbs are related to many things,
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including geographical dimensions, beliefs and customs. It should not be forgotten that
the principle of using a proverb is to consider its common meaning among people.

3. Method

The present research tries to analyze the schemas in the Emiratis dialect proverbs
extracted from the I-Rumsa Al-Emirati book, based on the model of Lakoff and Evans'
mage schemas in the framework of Cognitive Semantics, using a descriptive-analytical
method The frequency of each of these schemas is also analyzed.

4. Results

The results of this research indicate that from the total of 22 proverbs selected from the
book "Al-Ramsa Al-Emirati", respectively, path schema with 30%, container schema
with 22%, force schema with 17%, matching schema with 13%, and link and splitting
schemas each have 9% have the highest frequency. Also, the results show that the
prepositions /ala/ and /fi/ have a prototype and focal meaning that explain the concept
of ‘on’ and ‘in’ respectively, and when they are used in different contexts, their meaning
expands. It means that as a result of the accompanying words effects, meanings other
than the prototype meaning are formed around them.

5. Discussion

Path and container schemata have the highest percentage of frequency among the
Emiratis dialect proverbs and this can have a cognitive justification. The affluence of
path and container schemata in Emiratis dialect proverbs shows the special view of its
speakers on surrounding phenomena and adding volume and movement to abstract
phenomena, which causes more effective interaction and better understanding of
concepts. All the evidence examined in this article shows that the interaction of
experience and the surrounding environment, geographical locations, lifestyle, elements
of the human environment, business, and trade can be used in the formation of abstract
and image schemas and play a valuable role in the speech.
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