Journal of Range & Watershed Management

https://jrwm.ut.ac.ir/

Volume 77 (2)
Online ISSN: 2423-7795

Research on the Participatory Decision-Making Process of

Water Resources Management

Fatemeh Sheidaei'’> | EIham Akbari? | Shahla Choobchian™ > |
Mohammad Sadegh Allahyari® | Enayat Abbasi!

1. Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, College of Agriculture, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.
2. Faculty of Industrial Engeneering & Systems, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.
3. Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, College of Agriculture, Islamic Azad University, Rasht Branch, Rasht, Iran.

Email: shchoobchian@modares.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 25 Dec. 2023
Revised: 08 Jan. 2023
Accepted: 10 Jan. 2023
Published online: 20 Sept. 2024

Keywords:
Planning,
Decision-making,
Stakeholders,
Participation,
Governance.

To achieve effective policy relations, it is necessary first to reform the decision-making
network for water resources, adjust the power of government institutions, and involve
stakeholder organizations, non-governmental organizations, academics, and individuals
concerned about water and the environment to restore water governance in the country.
In this context, participatory decision-making in water resources management can
enhance decision-making processes and increase the ability to implement decisions
related to water management. Therefore, the main goal of this research was to explain
the current and desired states of the participatory decision-making process in water
resources management. The questionnaire provided by the United Nations Human
Settlements Program was used to collect data. The findings indicate that the most
significant disparity between the present and desired conditions was observed in the
institutionalization aspect. Additionally, the investigation of the current state of the
participatory decision-making process (confirmatory factor analysis) showed that the
implementation dimension had the greatest relative importance in explaining this
process. This underscores the significance of the human dimension in this relationship,
which overshadows the entire decision-making management process; thus, the
usefulness of the results depends on the quality of communication and collaborative
strategies. Necessary planning in this regard should be developed by examining a variety
of information sources and determining priorities according to these sources. It should
also be implemented with an emphasis on the capacity and commitment of the target
community and individuals. Furthermore, efforts have been made to institutionalize
these measures, which should not be overlooked.
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