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Abstract

Contrary to secession in the colonial domain, which is considered
legitimate in contemporary international law, separation in the non-
colonial sphere is a controversial issue and is a matter of dispute
between governments and international lawyers. There is general
agreement that in case of severe human rights violations, it is
possible for a people to enjoy the right to remedial secession and in
this case, international law does not support th territorial sovereignty
of states. Nevertheless, great powers have always played a key role
in the application of this principle by claimant movements. This
article, with a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to examine the
legal situation and the possibility of evaluating the right to self-
determination in the context of contemporary international law on
the one hand and examinine its application in light of great powers’
practices, on the other hand. The findings of this article show that the
human rights situation in a state should be considered so as to
determine whether non-colonial independence is suitable or the right
to self-determination in the framework of “remedial secession”
should be ensured.
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