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Introduction: In this research, a critical discourse analysis approach by Fairclough is
employed to provide an analysis of the social issue of child labor. To this end, we have
chosen to focus on Behzisti's (Iranian welfare organization) perspective on working children
by selecting the text of "The Regulations for the Organization of Working and Street
Children" (Shabaneroozi-Dowlat) from the year 2004.

Method: Using Fairclough's critical discourse analysis method, the text of the welfare
regulations is analyzed at three levels: description, interpretation, and explanation. Through
the methods of familiarity with the text and Fairclough's critical techniques in revealing
ideologies, the discourses present in the text at the level of laws, responsible institutions, and
the governing discursive order become evident.

Findings: The findings indicate ambiguity in the legal discourse, the prevalence of the harm-
based approach (in contrast to the problem-based approach), and the implicit acceptance of
child labor without addressing the structural economic-political causes leading to poverty in
defining the social issue of child labor. There is also ambiguity in the legal discourse and an
insurmountable gap between the content of state regulations and the content of executive
plans. The dominant discourse in response to the issue of child labor emphasizes mainly on
support (instead of rehabilitation) and custodianship (instead of problem-solving) and takes
for granted a passive subject and child-labor-demanding approach.

Discussion: The welfare discourse is subordinated to the government/civil society discursive
order, which is a non-class-based discourse that conceals poverty, class differences, and
discrimination in its economic-political relations. Therefore, within the welfare discourse,
the class-based nature of childhood and child labor is considered natural and inevitable. In
this discourse, the dominance of custodianship has led to efforts toward s enhancing society's
resilience against social issues through social policies of "control and reduction” without
having the fundamental and structural capacity to solve the problem of child labor.
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