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Religious approaches and the formation of visual components in picture books for
children and teenagers in the 50s
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This article is extracted from the first author’s doctora dissertion, entitled:
"Analyzing the visuall componets of children and teenagers’s book illustrations in
under the the 40s and 50s in Iran based on the concept of'neo-traditionalism"

supervison of the second and the third authors at Research_Excellenee’in Art and
Entrepreneurship of Art University Of Isfahan. by
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Corrado, M. (2004).[Orientalism in‘reverse: Henry Corbin, Iranian philosophy, and
the critique of the Westpproject submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement
for the degree of master of arts, department of history, Simon Fraser University.

Abstract 1"
N

In the 1350s, various picture books with religious themes were designed and
published for children and teenagers. Despite their historical value and the
information they provide about the cultural and social developments of this era,
these works have not received much attention from researchers. Therefore, in the
current research, an effort was made to examine the visual characteristics of these
works and then determine their relationship with the religious currents of this era.



In the first step, the researchers asked the question, what were the dominant visual
approaches in religious picture books for children and teenagers in the 50s? And
then they sought to answer this question, why there were different trends in the
depiction of religious books for children and teenagers in this period? In this regard,
at the same time as identifying the visual components of these works, the
recognition of different religious tendencies in this era was als@"put on the agenda
and an attempt was made to analyze the relationships between them. The aim of
the current research was to know the visual characteristies of picture books for
children and teenagers in the 1950s and to find their relationship'with different
religious tendencies of this era. This research is in terms of developmental goal, in
terms of qualitative data analysis method, in terms of library.data collection and
descriptive-analytical in terms of research method. The first finding is that due to
the existence of two major religious intellectual, trends, two major visual trends
have also been formed in the depiction ef _these works. First, a political and
revolutionary understanding of religionjwhich in thed50s led to the struggle against
the government, the beginning of the movement and the victory of the revolution,
and the formation of a new government, Aécording to this perception and its
interpretations of the Shia religion, books\for children and teenagers were
produced with the main content of right and wrong and their confrontation and
antagonism, and as a result of\the political and social movement that was
symbolized in various religiouststories. Illustration according to this trend is also
shown in the figurative representation of icons and focus on prominent characters,
actualization of historicaldevents with commitment to objectivity, images full of
movement and dynamics with attention to detail and drawing conflicts and
confrontations. Second, a spiritual and mystical understanding of religion, which
has focused onmthe ruling and teaching aspects and individual actions. Illustration
according to, this tendency has also been shown in the use of traditional Islamic
cryptograpmc art with the characteristic of lack of any association with the external
form and absolute abstractionism, which is basically limited to the border
arrangement and gilding of the pages and cover design and the lack of processing
of story images. The second important achievement of the research also indicates
that other tendencies outside the territory of the capital and dominant approaches
have been formed in other cities, specifically religious cities, and have followed
their own independent method.
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